Scholars Crossing
Books

The Works of Elmer Towns

2019

Praying with Jesus: 50 Daily Devotions
Elmer L. Towns

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/towns_books
Part of the Religion Commons

© Copyright 2019–Elmer L. Towns
All rights reserved. This book is protected by the copyright laws of the United States of America. This book
may not be copied or reprinted for commercial gain or profit. The use of short quotations or occasional page
copying for personal or group study is permitted and encouraged. Permission will be granted upon request.
Unless otherwise identified, Scripture quotations are taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD
BIBLE., Copyright©1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977 by The Lockman Foundation.
Used by permission. Scripture quotations marked NKJV are taken from the New King James Version.
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations
marked ESV are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. (ESV.), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
All emphasis within Scripture quotations is the author’s own. Please note that Destiny Image’s publishing
style capitalizes certain pronouns in Scripture that refer to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and may differ
from some publishers’ styles.
DESTINY IMAGE® PUBLISHERS, INC.
P.O. Box 310, Shippensburg, PA 17257-0310
“Promoting Inspired Lives.”
This book and all other Destiny Image and Destiny Image Fiction books are available at Christian
bookstores and distributors worldwide.
Cover design by Eileen Rockwell
For more information on foreign distributors, call 717-532-3040.
Reach us on the Internet: www.destinyimage.com.
ISBN 13 TP: 978-0-7684-5304-1
ISBN 13 eBook: 978-0-7684-5813-8
For Worldwide Distribution, Printed in the U.S.A.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 / 24 23 22 21 20

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Foreword by Harold Vaughan

PART ONE
Introduction
Chapter 1

Knowing the Nature of Prayer

Chapter 2

Applying Jesus’ Principles of Prayer

Chapter 3

Jesus’ Practice of Prayer

Chapter 4

Asking According to Jesus’ Direction

Chapter 5

Praying According to the Lord’s Prayer

Chapter 6

Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer the Night Before the Cross

Chapter 7

Jesus Prayer From the Cross

Chapter 8

Jesus’ Prayer Ministry Continues

PART TWO
50 Daily Devotions
Week One

Knowing the Nature of Prayer

Day 1

Prayer is Relationship with God

Day 2

Prayer is Conversation with God

Day 3

Prayer is Enterance Into God’s Presence

Day 4

Prayer Focuses on God the Father (Not Yourself)

Day 5

Prayer Demands Your Total Personal Response

Day 6

Prayer is Life-Changing

Day 7

Prayer is Necessary

Week Two

Applying Jesus’ Principles of Prayer

Day 8

Faith Praying

Day 9

Honesty Praying

Day 10

Submissive Praying

Day 10 (2)

Submissive Praying

Day 11

Asking Praying

Day 12

Persistent Praying

Day 13

Gratitude Praying

Day 14

Rejoycing Praying

Week Three

Following Jesus’ Practice of Prayer

Day 15

Jesus Prayed at Various Places

Day 16

Jesus Prayed at Various Times

Day 17

Jesus Prayed Short and Long Prayers

Day 18

Jesus Prayed Using Various Body Positions & Postures

Day 19

Jesus Prayed Alone & in Front of a Crowd

Day 20

Jesus Prayed for People in General & for Specific Individuals

Day 21

Jesus was Motivated to Pray Differently

Week Four

Asking According to Jesus’ Directions

Day 22

Specific Asking

Day 23

Continual Asking

Day 24

Bold Asking This is a Duplicate to Day 11

Day 25

Abiding Asking

Day 26

Fruitful Asking

Day 27

Joyful Asking

Day 28

Obedient Asking

Week Five

Praying According to the Lord’s Prayer

Day 29

Holiness Praying: Hallowed be Thy Name

Day 30

Praying for God’s Rule: Thy Kingdom Come

Day 31

Submisive Praying: Thy Will be Done

Day 32

Supply Praying: Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread

Day 33

Forgivness Praying: Forgive Us Our Debts

Day 34

Victory Praying: Lead Us Not Into Temptation

Day 35

Protection Praying: Deliver Us From Evil

Week Six

Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer the Night Before the Cross

Day 36

A Prayer About Returning to Glory

Day 37

A Prayer to Keep Eleven Disciples Safe

Day 38

A Prayer for All Believers to be One

Day 39

A Comfortable Place for an Agonizing Prayer

Day 40

The Effectiveness of Groaning Prayer

Day 41

When No One Prayes with You

Day 42

The Agony of Submissive Prayer

Week Seven

Praying With Jesus the Seven Petitions From the Cross

Day 43

Forgiveness Praying “Father Forgive”

Day 44

A Prayer of Salvation “You Shall be with Me in Paradise”

Day 45

A Prayer of Relationship “Woman, Behold Your Son”

Day 46

A Prayer of Deliverence “May God, Why Have You Forsaken
Me”

Day 47

A Prayer of Universal Need “I Thirst”

Day 48

A Triumphant Prayer Over Evil “It is Finished”

Day 49

A Prayer of Final Reunion With the Father “Into Thy Hands”

Week Eight

Jesus’ Prayer Ministry Continues

Day 50

Beautiful Scars Your Prayer of Consecration

PART THREE
Lesson 1:

(A Key) The Nature of Prayer

Lesson 1:

(Q) The Nature of Prayer

Lesson 2:

(A Key) The Principles of Prayer

Lesson 2:

(Q) The Principles of Prayer

Lesson 3:

(A Key) Jesus’ Practice of Prayer

Lesson 3:

(Q) Jesus’ Practice of Prayer

Lesson 4:

(A Key) Asking According to Jesus’ Direction

Lesson 4:

(Q) Asking According to Jesus’ Direction

Lesson 5:

(A Key) Following Jesus’ Pattern In The Lord’s Prayer

Lesson 5:

(Q) Following Jesus’ Pattern In The Lord’s Prayer

Lesson 6:

(A Key) Jesus’ High Priestly Prayers The Night Before The
Cross

Lesson 6:

(Q) Jesus’ High Priestly Prayers The Night Before The Cross

Lesson 7:

(A Key) Praying From the Cross

Lesson 7:

(Q) Praying From the Cross

Lesson 8:

(A Key) Beautiful Scars

Lesson 8:

(Q) Beautiful Scars

PART FOUR

PowerPoint Guide

PART FIVE
Additional Resources

Foreword

PRAYING WITH JESUS
HIS book is a virtual encyclopedia on the subject of prayer. Prayer Is the
dominant feature of Christ. He prayed before His incarnation. He prayed
while living in His body on the earth. Now in heaven, He still prays making
intercession at the Father’s right hand. The Model Prayer tells us that the
foundational purpose of prayer is to honor God’s name, advance God’s kingdom,
and accomplish God’s will (Mat. 6:9-13).

T

Most believers are familiar with the concept of praying TO Jesus, but not
praying WITH Jesus. God has chosen to involve us, His redeemed people, in this
priestly work of intercession. The implementation of God’s will on earth is
accomplished only as we “pray with Jesus” for His will on earth, as in heaven.
We are invited to join with Christ to accomplish God’s purposes on earth now…
WOW!
Dr. Town’s book is comprehensive, practical, profound, instructive,
challenging, and inspiring. Praying With Jesus will open up new vistas of the
possibilities of prayer, both in time and eternity.

Harold Vaughan
Christ Life Ministries
www.ChristLifeMin.org

PART ONE
PRAYING WITH JESUS

INTRODUCTION
RAYER is the most noble undertaking ever attempted by a human. In that
experience the human attempts to climb into—penetrate—the presence of
God. Prayer uses human words, fulfilling human desires, based on limited
human ability.

P

Prayer is more than noble, it is impossible for a sinful creature born with a
sinful nature. Why? Because humans cannot invade God’s holy presence. He is
infinitely pure…clean…and spotless. The angels in His presence cry, “Holy…
holy…holy….” God cannot think sin…feel sin…understand sin…or allow it in
His presence. God knows all things present and all things possible.
You can’t even imagine what entering the presence of God is like. Why?
Because humans are only creatures…limited…self-seeking…sinful…and when
given an opportunity will rebel against God just like the first couple.
You couldn’t even begin to pray because God is omnipotent…knowing all
things. He knows all things in the eternal past, present and endless future. He
knows you are a sinner, He knows your intentions, and He sees you coming
before you even begin to think about approaching Him.
On top of that, God is everywhere present at the same time. He knows your
sin before you sin; He was there when you thought about sinning.
What is the conclusion? Effective prayer is a hopeless relationship. Prayer is
absurd, the reasons you pray are unreasonable, and your thoughts of prayer are
inadequate.
When you begin to pray, you begin to experience the divine pardon God has
offered mankind who rebelled against Him. Because God is holy, He is able to
punish every sin and banish it from His sight. But God is also love, and in divine
love, the Father gave His Son to redeem and save us. God is totally love and His
love can only give. As God has given to you…now you must give back to Him.
In the coming seven weeks, you will establish a relationship with God through
Christ. You will experience the nature of prayer as you approach God.
You will learn to pray with Jesus prayed. Since Jesus is the only way to God

the Father (John 14:5), you must Him as did Jesus. The greatest fact about Jesus’
humanity is that He prayed. In this book you will learn to pray like Jesus, so you
can approach the Father, as did Jesus. The best way to pray like Jesus is to learn
to PRAY WITH JESUS (the title of this book).
Jesus prayed about everything and He prayed in every posture, and He
prayed every kind of prayer, and He prayed at all times. Jesus prayed! So you
must learn to pray like Jesus. How can you learn to pray…? Try PRAYING
WITH JESUS.
If you want to serve Jesus, be used by Jesus, go in the power of Jesus, then
you must learn why Jesus prayed, and know His motivation for prayer. Also, you
must learn His prayer habits, and His prayer desires. Then you will learn His
prayer instructions and prayer commands. To minister like Jesus, and serve
Jesus, and accomplish anything for Jesus, you must…PRAY WITH JESUS!
These devotions are an attempt to immerse you into the prayer life of Jesus.
When you finish reading about how Jesus prayed and listening to Jesus talk
about prayer, then you are prepared to…PRAY WITH JESUS!
This book is divided into eight chapters, each built upon the previous
chapter, and each chapter will prepare you to…PRAY WITH JESUS!
Chapter 1

Knowing the Nature of Prayer

Chapter 2

Applying Jesus’ Principles of Prayer

Chapter 3

Jesus’ Practice of Prayer

Chapter 4

Asking According to Jesus’ Instructions

Chapter 5

Praying According to the Lord’s Prayer

Chapter 6

Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer the Night before the Cross

Chapter 7

Jesus’ Prayer from the Cross

Chapter 8

Jesus’ Prayer Ministry Continues

Chapter 1

KNOWING THE NATURE OF PRAYER
OST believe they have little time for prayer, or they don’t understand the
nature of prayer, or they do not pray. But on the other hand everyone
prays…or at least calls out for help in their hour of need, or when they are
searching for something, or for some power outside themselves. They may not
direct their need to God–and they may not believe in the existence of God, but
everyone reaches out. Job described this process of calling out to God, “Who is
the Almighty, and why should we obey Him? What good will it do us to pray?”
(Job 21:15, NLT).

M

Most people do not understand the nature of prayer because they do not
understand God or the One to whom they direct their need. Some Christians
might repeat the Lord’s Prayer, or read a prayer from a book. But most have no
concept of the nature of prayer, or what it can do for the child of God…or for
you.
Obviously, the unsaved who reject God, also reject Jesus Christ. But can they
understand how to pray, or the nature of prayer until they begin to understand
God?
This book is about the one Person who lived on this earth who did not need
to pray—Jesus. Yet, He prayed in so many different ways with so many bodily
positions. He knelt, He stood, He lifted His hands, and He lay prostrate on the
ground. Then He expressed His prayers in so many different ways. He prayed
silently, He prayed aloud, and He prayed alone by Himself, and He prayed with
other people. He prayed for individuals, He prayed for groups, He prayed for
those He had never seen, and He prayed for Himself. He prayed spontaneously
when the need arose, and He prayed when His heart overflowed with praise as
His Father did a miracle for Him. Jesus taught a pattern of prayer for His
disciples to pray. But most of all He left an example of prayer.
Jesus didn’t invent prayer nor did He introduce new techniques of prayer.
No! Jesus just prayed. Throughout the Old Testament, people prayed. Since
Jesus became flesh and identified with us, He prayed. From the beginning
Genesis tells us, “Then men began to call upon the name of the Lord” (Gen.
4:26, NKJV).

When Jesus became a man, He entered into the passage or means of
communication with God called prayer. Jesus prayed because prayer was the
avenue between heaven and earth, between God and mankind. While Jesus was
on earth, He prayed. Since God created man in His image, both men and women
have reached out to touch God—they do it with prayer. Since Jesus was flesh,
Jesus prayed.
Because Jesus used the opportunity of prayer, let’s examine the nature of
prayer. When we say nature, we mean the intrinsic or inherent make up of
prayer. Before there were humans there was no need for prayer. But after God
created humans, they needed to reach out to their Creator. They did it with
prayer. The word nature means the power or energy that makes the act of prayer
what it is. When you say energy, you are looking for its source of power.
Prayer’s source of power is twofold. First, the human’s ultimate quest is to find
God, so all his inner strength reaches out to God. Second, God’s energy
empowers prayer and directs us how to talk to Him, or respond to Him and give
what is asked. When you examine energy…and power…you are examining life
itself. To pray is to live.

THE NATURE OF PRAYER
1.

Prayer Is Relationship

2.

Prayer Is Conversion

3.

Prayer Is Entrance into God’s Presence

4.

Prayer Focuses on God.

5.

Prayer Demands Your Total Personal Response

6.

Prayer Is Life-Changing

7.

Prayer Is a Necessary Mandate

While Jesus was living, He prayed all different ways, at all different times, in
all different places, for all different topics. Of all that could be said about all the
things that Jesus did—never forget He prayed. Now since Jesus died, was raised
again, and sits at the right hand of God the Father, what is He doing… praying?
“Jesus lives forever to intercede with God” (Heb. 7:25, ELT). Why? Because…

His priesthood lasts forever” (Heb. 7:24, KJV). Therefore, Jesus was forever
praying, or, will now always be personified by His prayer.
The guards were sent to arrest Jesus but they didn’t do it. They came back
saying, “Never man spake like this man” (John 7:46). We could say, “Never man
prayed like this man.” Because of His miracles, the life, strength and redemption
on the Cross, all these are a result of prayer…He first prayed.
It could be asked, “Was it necessary for Jesus to pray?” But reverse the
question, “Why did Jesus find it necessary to pray?” Whatever the answer, the
example of Jesus Christ praying should challenge all to prayer. When you come
to the end of this book you will be challenged to pray more…pray better.… but
most of all you will be challenged to Pray With Jesus! Keep reading to find out
what that means.
Let’s look at the first time we see Jesus as He begins His ministry. “Jesus
also being baptized and praying….” (Luke 3:21, KJV). Here the Son of God was
being introduced to the world by an incredible scene. As Jesus is praying, He is
baptized. Since prayer is talking to God, Jesus is having a conversation with His
heavenly Father.
The scene begins with John the Baptist shouting, “Behold! The Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29, NKJV). If Jesus were going to
be a great political deliverer, you would think He would first deliver a moving
speech to rally support, but Jesus prayed. If one were going to be a great military
conqueror, He would first recruit an army to overthrow tyranny, but Jesus
prayed. If Jesus were going to be a great humanitarian to alleviate sickness,
poverty, and misery, He would first raise money, recruit volunteers and find
resources, but Jesus prayed.
Jesus prayed because He believed in prayer. Long before He was immersed
in water, He was immersed into fellowship and oneness with God the Father.
From His prayer-based fellowship with the Father, Jesus would minister, preach,
heal, and prepare to die for the sins of the world. But how did He begin? Jesus
prayed.
1. The Necessity of Prayer. Throughout the life of Jesus, He prayed. Not only
does scripture give us an example of His prayer life, it also gives us an example
of His fellowship with God the Father. His life of prayer tells us we are to seek
to pray; to praise and glorify the Father. He even gives us a model or pattern how
we should pray.

Jesus prayed because it was necessary for Him to pray. He said, “The Father
and I are one” (John 10:30, ELT). And eternally, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
are One in nature. All the divine attributes of the Father are possessed by Jesus.
Not only was it natural for Him to pray, His eternal heritage demanded that He
pray. Just as a fish cannot survive outside of water, it will jump around madly
until it dies. So, it was necessary for Jesus to pray. And just as the human cannot
live without air, but will slowly die, so it was necessary for Jesus to pray. If you
take prayer out of the life of Jesus, you no longer have the Jesus of the
Gospels…nor the Jesus of eternity…or the Jesus of Calvary…or the Jesus who is
now standing at the right hand of the Father making intercession for you.
The Psalmist declared, “I give myself to prayer” (Psalm 109:4, NKJV).
Technically, the phrase, “give myself” is not in the original language. The Psalm
states, “I pray.” It also could be interpreted, “I am prayer.” Surely, when you
look at the life of Jesus, you could say, “Jesus is prayer.”
Martin Luther said, “As a shoemaker makes a shoe, and a tailor makes a
coat, so ought a Christian to pray.” In the same way we pray, “Our Father,
hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come.” We learn prayer from Jesus.
John Bunyan said, “To be a Christian means to be one who prays. They then
are not a Christian that does not pray.” So we could say, since Jesus is the Son of
God, He sought fellowship and oneness with His Father, and if He did not seek it
in prayer, He could not be the Son of God.
Since man was made in the image of God, He is born with a vacuum in His
heart that can only be filled by God the Creator. Therefore, that vacuum
motivates him to pray to his Creator. That necessity could describe all people.
Therefore, even atheists are made in God’s image…an image they deny.
Someone or something taught them to deny the existence of God in whose image
they were created.
Therefore, we come to the conclusion, that if you believe in the reality of a
living God who is omniscient…knowing all things; and a God who is
omnipresent…is everywhere present at the same time; and who is omnipotent…
and a God who is omnipotent, who can do all things possible, then you are faced
with the inevitable requirement to relate to Him, you do that by communicating
with Him in prayer.
Therefore, when you conclude that there is a God, you must of a necessity
pray.
But God is more than just a Creator God of the universe and we pray as a

creature to our Creator. No, God is our master, and we pray as servants to our
Lord. But most of all, we are a child of the heavenly Father, and we speak to
Him in our intimate prayer.
2. Prayer Ushers You into the Presence of God. Because you are made in the
image of God (Genesis 2:7), you are person with the powers of intellect,
emotion, will; plus self-perception, and self-direction. Therefore, when you pray,
you come to God based on your intellect—what you know of Him. Then you
come driven by your emotions—you fear being cut off from Him to be cast into
hell. But also you come in love because He saved you. And you come out of a
decision at your will—because He is your choice of life. So, in full power of
personality, you come in prayer to God. You approach Him—you come into His
presence.
So where are you going to pray? Humans have always sought sanctified
places to pray. They’ve entered to a prayer chapel…stained-glass cathedrals…a
quiet place in the woods…or a refuge in the mountains. It’s not wrong to seek a
place.
But Jesus taught, “My house shall be called a house of prayer” (Matthew
21:13, NKJV). We go to our church to pray, or any other structure like a church.
But, it’s not quietness that moves us to prayer, neither is it a reverent
environment, or the ambiance of music, incense, or any other such motivations.
We go because it’s the presence of God. And where does God dwell?
First of all, the inner life of a Christian is the dwelling place of God. Jesus
said: “I will live in them, and walk among them” (2 Cor. 6:16, NLT). Therefore,
Jesus lives in the heart of each, because you asked Him to come at salvation
(John 1:12, 2 Cor. 5:17). This, the indwelling presence of Christ, is where you
begin to pray.
Second there is the institutional presence of Christ. “We (the church)…are
becoming a holy temple for the Lord. Through Him you Gentiles are also being
made part of this dwelling where God lives by His Spirit” (Eph. 2:21-22). So,
your prayer begins with your own heart where you find the presence of Jesus
because He lives in you (Gal. 2:2).
But you can pray in church with other people, in your local church. Jesus
said, “Where two or three gather together as my followers, I am there among
them” (Matthew 18:20). What does that verse mean? When the church gathers,
Jesus is there living among all His people, this is called the institutional presence

of Christ. That means Jesus is among His people when they gather and where
they gather, not necessarily in the building. Church people can gather in a home,
a restaurant, a lakeside, or in a rented store front building—He meets with them,
and among them. You should gather with your church when they pray on Sunday
morning in a special prayer meeting, and any other time they pray. Why?
Because you are coming to the institutional presence of Christ. He is there to
receive your prayers when you gather with other believers.
When the church building/structure is empty of people, Jesus is there in His
omnipresence because He is everywhere present at the same time.
3. Prayer is Conversation with the Father. Prayer is your natural expression of
your relationship—conversation—with Jesus Christ because you are praying
with Him. But it is also an expression of your natural relationship with your
heavenly Father because you are also talking to Him.
Billy Graham was interviewed by Johnny Carson on The Tonight Show over
fifty years ago and was asked, “Why do you believe there is a God?”
Billy answered, “Because I talked to Him today.” Many people are not sure
that God exists because they’ve never had a relationship with Him. On the other
hand, if you talk with Him, you would know He exists. One might ask, “How do
you know your wife exists?” The answer: “I know she exists, because I talk with
her,” the husband might say.
And a second question: “How do you know Jesus loves you?” one might ask.
“Because He talks to me,” you answer, and “I talk to Him.”
Just as the husband might say he knows his wife loves him because she’s
there, she talks with him, she lives with him, serves him, and allows him to serve
her. Since love is giving, they give themselves to each other as they love each
other. It’s the same way in our worship to Jesus Christ. We know He loves us
because we serve Him and He in turn serves us. We give ourselves to Him as He
gave Himself to us.
4. Prayer is Life-Changing. Prayer is not primarily a request for what you
want…or what you need… or even for the things for which you ask. Prayer is
communication with God, i.e., prayer is relationship. Therefore, four things take
place in the act of communication. First, the one communicating the prayer (you)
must give yourself completely to communicating or talking with God. Second,
the recipient is God, Himself. The one praying must focus on God for it is about

Him. He must want to hear, be open to hearing the request, and you must
approach Him according to His approachability. Third, are the actual words that
are being said represent the thoughts and intent of your heart? In one sense,
words are only symbols on paper, but in another sense, words are life, and
everything we stand for. We are known and judged by the words we speak.
Therefore, be careful of what you say in the presence of God, because He is not
just concerned with word symbols you use. He’s concerned with the meaning of
your heart. The fourth area in communication is the method by which the prayer
is delivered. See this topic of Chapter 3.
As you give yourself to prayer and to Jesus, prayer is something you become
as you pray. Prayer becomes you. Jesus was transfigured when He prayed, “The
appearance of his face was transformed, and his clothes became dazzling white”
(Luke 9:29, NLT). Men have no idea what Jesus was praying about on the
Mount of Transfiguration, but He was probably in one accord with the Father,
and wrapped up into the glory of God the Father so much so that He Himself
was glorified. The three disciples with Jesus did not pray to the Father with Him,
as they didn’t pray with Him to the Father in the Garden of Gethsemane. But,
“when they woke up, they saw Jesus’ glory” (Luke 9:32). They also saw two
men—Moses and Elijah—with Him. “Peter not even knowing what he was
saying, blurted out, ‘Master, it’s wonderful for us to be here!’” (Luke 9:33).
When Jesus was transformed, suddenly the Father spoke from heaven. “This
is my Son, my Chosen One. Listen to him” (Luke 9:35).
So what can we learn from this experience? When Jesus was having a private
conversation with the Father, He was transformed, and the glory of the heavenly
Father appeared, frightening Peter, James, and John. But the Father had
instructions for Peter,
“Listen….”
That’s good advice when we come into the presence of the heavenly Father
with Jesus Christ…. “Listen to the Father.” Prayer is both talking to the Father,
but it’s also listening. We need to learn from the instruction of the Father.
Therefore, when you pray, not only are you talking to Jesus and the Father,
you must also listen. And how do you listen?
You listen as you read the Scriptures to find out what Jesus and the Father
are saying in the Bible. Don’t project your presuppositions onto what each verse
says, rather; ask God’s Spirit to open your spiritual eyes to see truth of the
Scriptures you haven’t seen before.

Next, listen to the voice of Jesus in your conscience, as it tells you right from
wrong. The more you sow the Word of God in your heart, you will grow a crop
of biblical standards, and ultimately a harvest of the fruit of a righteous life.
But also listen to the inner urges of the Holy Spirit such as Paul when
traveling across Turkey on his second missionary journey. The inner spirit urged
Him not to turn to the north, nor to the south. The Holy Spirit was driving him
westward to Troas. There a vision appeared to him to go over into Europe to
preach the gospel. God can speak to you through your inner urges to stop you.
Also listen to your inner burdens that motivate you to action. A burden—
guided by biblical information—will give you a desire of what you should pray
and how you pray, and even when you pray, and how long you pray.
The very nature of prayer is transformational. When you come to God the
Father, you surrender your will to seek His glory. That experience will change
you from what you were to what you should be. If you’re not changed by prayer,
you will not be effective in ministry. But in prayer you will accomplish things
for which you interceded in the presence of God, “He will do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think” (Eph. 3:20). So, the nature of prayer
is transformational, but also the principle of prayer, when followed properly and
effectively, will transform you.
Perhaps the transformational power of prayer was suggested by the author of
Hebrews who said, “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the
angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor” (Hebrews 2:9,
NKJV). When was Jesus crowned with glory? We know that Jesus was crowned
with glory and honor at the ascension back into heaven, He ascended to the right
hand of God the Father. But did it also apply to times on earth when His face
was transfigured such as on the Mount of Transfiguration (Luke 9:29). On that
occasion, as Jesus was praying, He was glorified or transformed before the three
disciples.
Jesus had His glory in eternity past, but when He became a babe born in
Bethlehem, His human flesh veiled His glory. All people saw was the human
baby. But if Jesus’ humanity was peeled back, we could see His glory. John
confirms this when he said of the Word becoming flesh, “We beheld His glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John
1:14).
Just as Jesus was transfigured as He prayed, what happens to us when we
pray? When we pray in the presence of Jesus, we can become more godlike, we

can even become like Jesus. You will not have a physical transformation of your
face, but there should be a transformation of your soul when you pray to Jesus,
and the Father. When you come into His presence you should be transformed
into His image.
As you begin to pray, the Bible describes a veil over our hearts. “Whenever
the Old Testament is being read, the same veil covers their minds, so they cannot
understand the truth” (2 Cor. 4:3-4). So, as you talk to God, surrender to His
will, and ask for His guidance to take away any remnants from the veil that keep
you from understanding His will for your life. Paul continued, “But whenever
someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away…. So all of us who have had
that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who
is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his
glorious image” (2 Cor. 3:16-18). So, the more you read the Scriptures, ask God
to lead and speak to you. The more you pray and seek His will, the more you are
changed into the likeness of Jesus Christ.
This process is like standing in front of a mirror. People look into a mirror to
see themselves as they really are. But in this analogy, when you look in the
mirror of the Word of God, you not only see yourself, you see Jesus Christ. And
the more you gaze into the mirror of God’s Word, the more you become like
Jesus whom you see in the mirror. That leads to being transformed into the
image of Jesus Christ.
So, what is transformation? When you pray with Jesus, and He is talking
with you, surrender to His will to do what He is telling you to do. That leads you
to become like Him. So prayer leads to transformation.
One of the reasons you pray is for spiritual revitalization or to refresh the
Spirit. It is said of Jesus, “In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, ‘I thank
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth’” (Luke 10:21, KJV).
Why was Jesus rejoicing, He had sent the 72 out to preach the gospel of the
kingdom of heaven. When they returned, they gave great testimony how God
had used them in their ministry. In hearing their report, Jesus rejoiced.
Don’t think of Jesus only as a “man of sorrow, and acquainted with grief”
(Isa. 53:3). Yes, there were times that He was greatly burdened…grieved…
groaned in the Spirit…and agonized in prayer. But at other times, Jesus was
rejoicing in prayer; and even though shouting a “hallelujah” was not attributed to
Him, we can echo “hallelujah” because we pray with Jesus.
And why? Because when we pray in the presence of Jesus, we fulfill the

promise of Psalms, “In thy presence is fulness of joy” (Ps. 16:11).
Yes, there were times of sadness in Jesus’ life. Don’t forget He groaned at the
death of Lazarus. It was partly because the entire multitude rejected His power to
raise Him from the dead. He agonized in prayer in Gethsemane. But also
remember His joy, “Who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God”
(Hebrews 12:2). Did Jesus endure the Cross because He knew that there was a
day of suffering coming? Or did the continual joy of the Lord give Jesus an inner
purpose to endure the Cross? The answer is both.
5. Prayer is fellowship. Jesus’ preoccupation with the Father overshadowed all
else that He did in ministry…in miracles…in sermons…in relationships… even
in His death and resurrection. Jesus was one with the Father (John 10:30).
When Jesus walked through Galilee, His disciples were with Him. Whenever
He went to preach, the crowds were there, the same thing could be said of His
miracles. The Bible describes crowds pressing upon Him. Today, some of the
superstars of television and movies, understand how crowds pressed upon them
for all types of reasons. Today, rock stars want to escape for their own reasons.
But Jesus wanted solitude for a different reason. He wanted fellowship with the
Father.
“And it came to pass, as he was alone praying” (Luke 9:18). Then, He
departed into a mountain to pray (Mark 6:46). “He went out, and departed into a
solitary place and there prayed” (Mark 1:35).
The pathway to achievements in the life of Jesus is seen in His dedication of
His time to pray…His passion was prayer…and He sacrificed everything else for
His fellowship with the Father in prayer. Because in this fellowship Jesus
accomplished what He accomplished.
As you read the life of Jesus, you cannot deny how much time He spent in
fellowship with His Father. Some people might have said Jesus was weak
because He didn’t get enough sleep, or because He fasted. No, Jesus fulfilled the
promise of Isaiah, “They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they
shall walk, and not faint” (Isa. 40:31).
Realizing how much time, and energy Jesus gave to fellowship with His
Father, it’s a rebuke to our prayerlessness and even when we pray, it’s an
embarrassment for our superficial prayer. Perhaps there is a weakness of

Christianity in the world today, because of our timid approach to prayer, our
small amount of time in prayer, or our utter neglect of prayer.
6. The preeminence of prayer. The Bible teaches, “That in all things he might
have the preeminence” (Col. 1:18, KJV). The dictionary teaches that
preeminence means superior, above others, as surpassing others. When you
make Christ the preeminence in your life that means He is first in all things, all
thoughts, all attributes. “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil.
1:21).
Prayer was the preeminent force in Christ’s life. More than anything else, it
is said Christ prayed. He did many miracles, but notice the time He withdrew
Himself from doing miracles to pray. Christ preached many sermons, but there
were times He withdrew Himself to pray. Christ met with many individuals, was
concerned with many individuals, and loved many individuals, but at times He
wanted to be alone to pray. There were times He involved His disciples, “to
come apart” (Mark 6:31, NKJV). Both Jesus and the disciples felt the pressure to
be alone.
Christ withdrew Himself from all His activities… except prayer. Prayer was
preeminent in Christ’s life. After He fed the 5,000 with fish and bread, He went
apart into the mountains to pray alone (John 6:15, Mark 6:46). That night He
came to His disciples walking on the water to rescue them in a storm. The next
day He preached a great sermon in John 6 on the bread of life. Before He went
on His first missionary journey, He went alone into a quiet place to pray (Mark
1:41). The following day He said, “Let us go into the next towns, that I may
preach there also” (Mark 1:38, KJV). Prayer dominated the life of Jesus. It
dominated His attention…His time…His energy…and His focus on ministry.
7. The persistence of Jesus Praying. After Jesus fed the multitude, “One day
soon afterward Jesus went up on a mountain to pray, and he prayed to God all
night” (Luke 6:12, NLT).
Why did Jesus persist in prayer? Because it was His strength through which
He ministered. Prayer is where He got His energy, direction, and support from
God the Father, before He went out to minister to individuals or multitudes.
Where the crowds were flocking to Him, He didn’t stay long to enjoy their
adulation, or to receive praise. Why? Because of His commitment to prayer. If
Jesus had not committed Himself to lengthy times of prayer, would He have
been successful in His miracles? If Jesus had not sought fellowship with His

Father in prayer, would He have been powerful in His sermons? What if Jesus
had not committed Himself to prayer, would He have been effective in His
conversation with Nicodemus, or the woman at the well, or all the other
individuals with whom He talked? As important as all of these were, He
committed Himself to pray because prayer under-girded His ministry. In fact,
you could almost say prayer was His ministry. Afterwards, His miracles,
sermons and conversations were directly related to His ministry of prayer.

Chapter 2

APPLYING JESUS’ PRINCIPLES OF PRAYER
N Chapter 1, we learned the nature of prayer, i.e., the definition of praying.
But in this chapter we look at the principles of prayer, i.e., the description of
prayer or those principles that guide prayer.

I

Another comparison is the sun and its rays. The sun is the source of life and
energy, but its rays deliver life from the sun into your life, our universe. The
nature of prayer has its source from God with all He wants to do for us. The
principles of prayer are the rays that deliver life, power and spiritual energy into
our life.
As you follow biblical principles of prayer, it is more than repeating the right
words, assuming the right posture, praying from the right place, or even getting
yourself ready to talk with God. Prayer is the deliverance of God’s life to the
believer. Prayer is life-giving energy to glorify your Father in heaven. And,
prayer releases answers to your life and the world as a means to carrying out the
Great Commission.
Principles are the way God gets life to us and He gives life to others through
us. Principles are God’s rules or God’s delivery system to us. “Methods are
many, principles are few. Methods may change, but prayer principles never do.”
The following are seven prayer principles Jesus used on earth.

PRAYER PRINCIPLES
1.

Faith Praying

2.

Honest Praying

3.

Submissive Praying

4.

Asking Prayer

5.

Persistent Prayer

6.

Gratitude Praying

7.

Rejoicing Prayer

2. Faith-praying. The author of Hebrews defines faith, “Faith is confidence in
what we hope for will actually happen (11:1). When you faith-pray, you have
confidence that the Father will answer to give you the thing for which you are
praying. Confidence is inner assurance or knowledge. As Jesus prayed to His
Father, He said, “I thank You for hearing Me. You always hear Me…I said it for
their sake…so they will believe” (John 11:41, 42, NLT). Jesus not only believed
that God heard Him, He knew God would answer, so He announced to the
audience what would happen when He prayed, so that God would be glorified
when the prayer was answered. Then Jesus spoke, “Lazarus, come forth….” and
the miracle took place.
Again, why is faith important? “It is impossible to please God without
faith…must believe that God exists and that He rewards those who sincerely
seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6, NLT). Jesus’ faith-praying was rewarded.
Many do not have the strong faith of Jesus, but are filled with doubt, or they
are not sure God will answer their prayer. Remember, the father of the child
Jesus healed had doubts. He honestly confessed, “Lord, I believe; help thou mine
unbelief” (Mark 9:24, KJV). Perhaps the first step toward believing, is to
recognize any unbelief in your heart.
On the Monday of the last week of Jesus’ life, He went to the fig tree for
something to eat, but couldn’t find any. There was no fruit. As a result, Jesus
cursed the fig tree, “May no one ever eat your fruit again!” (Mark 11:14, NLT).
The next day when Jesus and His disciples passed the same tree, they found
the tree had withered from the roots up. The disciples remembered what Jesus
had said the previous day. Then Jesus talked to them about faith to do such
miracles. He said, “Have faith in God” (Mark 11:22). The Greek word for faith
is an interesting statement, pisteuo theuo. Jesus wanted them to have more than
faith in their hearts. He wanted them to have “God’s faith.” That means when the
Father indwells your heart to control your life and words, you then pray in His
faith, expecting to receive and it will happen. Jesus was explaining the nature of
faith-praying. He was explaining what He demonstrated and why His prayer was
answered.
Then Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, you can say to this mountain, ‘May you
be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and it will happen. But you must really
believe it will happen and have no doubt in your heart” (Mark 11:23, NLT).
When you speak the words in prayer that you expect to happen, that is faith-

praying. Then to make sure they understood, Jesus repeated it again, “I tell you,
you can pray for anything and if you believe that you’ve received it, it will be
yours” (Mark 11:24, NLT).
The first and greatest principle we can learn from Jesus praying, is to pray in
faith. When Jesus enters our heart, controls our heart, and guides us in prayer, we
can pray with Jesus and receive what we want, when we pray in faith.
3. Honest-praying. Jesus faced His greatest challenge to honest-praying the
night before He died. Jesus knew the Cross was before Him and He knew He
was going to die. But greater than His coming death, He knew the torture of
crucifixion, including beatings at the hands of the Roman soldiers. He knew His
hands and feet would be nailed to a Cross with all the physical torture leading to
death. But even greater than physical pain, was the suffering He would endure
becoming sin and being ravaged by the endless agony of hell in an eternal three
hours. Humans have no idea of the hideous nature of sin, or the repulsive
reaction of the Father to sin because He is pure…holy…loving…the Father has
nothing to do with sin. When sin enters God’s presence, it must be punished, and
His wrath must be poured out upon it. All that spiritual torture was poured on
Jesus Christ. So, He honestly prayed as He faced the Cross.
“Please take this cup of suffering away from Me” (Luke 22:42). That
suggests if you are going to pray like Jesus, even better, if you are going to pray
with Jesus, you must face honestly your greatest problems, your greatest
temptations, your trials, sufferings, and fears (1 Cor. 10:13).
Because Jesus was truth, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6),
He had no other reaction than to be honest with all people, at all times, and in all
situations. Because of His honesty, He prayed honestly and sincerely. And when
He honestly understood the ramifications of the reality before Him, there was no
other way to pray than honestly pray before the Father.
When you don’t pray honestly, you sometimes deceive yourself because you
don’t really know your heart. David prayed, “How can I know all the sins
lurking in my heart? Cleanse me from…hidden faults. Keep your servant from
deliberate sins!” (Psalm 19:12, 13). That’s honest-praying.
Jeremiah reminds us that “the human heart is the most deceitful of all
things…. Who really knows how bad it is?” (Jeremiah 17:9). That suggests that
you don’t even know all the wicked things that you could do, or if given the
opportunity, would do.

Therefore, you must pray honestly for God to take away your blindness, to
see yourself as you really are. And if you do see yourself, you would be revolted
at your sin, and quickly plead the blood of Jesus Christ to forgive and cleanse (1
John 1:9).
One more thing about honesty. Sometimes our blindness keeps us from fully
recognizing Jesus, and all He can do for us. Paul tells us, “Satan, who is the god
of this world, has blinded the minds…. They are unable to see the glorious light
of the Good News. They don’t understand this message about the glory of Christ,
who is the exact likeness of God” (2 Corinthians 4:4, NLT). Therefore, honestpraying leads to dealing with spiritual blindness. It enables you to better
understand Jesus. For when you see Him as He really is, you will be changed
into His likeness. Honest-praying leads to transforming-prayers.
4. Submissive-praying. Prayer is not about you and your desires, it’s all about
God’s glory and His plans upon this earth. Too often you approach God with
your “want” list, and you ask for all you want. James tells us why we don’t get
our prayers answered. “You ask amiss” (James 4:3, NKJV). The New Living
Translation reads, “Because your motives are all wrong” (James 4:3, NLT).
Therefore, the answer is submissive-praying.
Even in the garden when Jesus was praying about the cup—full of the
iniquities of the world—He honestly didn’t want to drink it. He was not rebelling
against His Father, He was searching for a different way to solve the sin problem
of the world. He prayed, “If it is possible…let this cup of suffering be taken
away from me” (Matthew 26:39). He was searching for another way to deal with
the sins of the world apart from all the sufferings it entailed. Remember, the
sufferings were not primarily physical, it was being alienated from God the
Father when He became the sin of the world. Nevertheless, Jesus submitted, “I
want your will to be done, not mine” (Matthew 26:39). That’s the same prayer
He taught in the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven”
(Matthew 6:10, KJV). Submissive-praying to the Father’s will in your life is the
principle of effective prayer.
5. Asking-prayer. Jesus’ favorite word for prayer was atieo. Among His first
public statements was in His Sermon on the Mount when He said,
“Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking,
and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. For
everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who

knocks, the door will be opened” (Matthew 7:7-8). Since prayer is a
conversation with the Father, and it’s based on being honest with the Father, then
you cannot hide your need from Him, nor can you omit asking for a necessity in
your prayer.
When Jesus stood in front of people, He was never reluctant to ask His
Father for the thing/miracle He sought. Note how His faith prayer is tied to His
asking prayer. “Father…You always hear me… Lazarus, come out!…. And the
dead man came out” (John 11:41-44). In raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus
demonstrated the principle of asking and faith. He has instructed us to do the
same…ask.
At the beginning of His ministry, Jesus told us to “Ask…keep on asking.” In
the Upper Room discourse, on the last night before He died, Jesus again
reinforced asking-prayer. “You can ask for anything in my name, and I will do
it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father” (John 14:13). The condition to
asking is related to glorifying the Father.
That night Jesus reiterated several ways to ask, these will be discussed fully
in Chapter 4. He told His disciples: (1) specific-asking (John 14:13), (2)
continued-asking or persistent-asking (Matthew 7:7), (3) bold-asking (John
14:12, 13), (4) abiding-asking (John 15:7), (5) fruit-bearing asking (John 15:16),
(6) rejoicing-asking (John 16:24), and later the apostle John added (7) obedientasking (1 John 3:21, 22).
Jesus not only promised to answer what we ask, He gave us certain
conditions or limitations to our asking so that we wouldn’t invalidate our prayers
with selfish agendas, egotistical plans, illogical requests, and even sinful desires.
6. Persistent-prayer. Jesus had prayed in many places, many ways, at many
times, with many people, for many kinds of requests, using different positions in
prayer, but was always consistent in His persistent-praying.
Jesus’ teaching was so effective that the early church followed His
example/principle, “We will give ourselves continually to prayer” (Acts 6:4,
KJV).
Why was Jesus persistent in praying? Because prayer was His strength and
authority by which He ministered. Prayer was the source of His energy, it gave
direction and purpose to ministry, and it gave Him support from God the Father.
Before He did miracles, He prayed. Even after He did miracles, He went back to
prayer, “One day soon afterward Jesus went up on a mountain to pray, and He

prayed to God all night” (Luke 6:12, NLT).
When the crowds were flocking to hear Him, Jesus didn’t stay long to enjoy
their adulation, or to receive their praise. Why? Because of His commitment to
prayer. Would Jesus have been successful if He had not committed Himself to
lengthy times of prayer? Would Jesus have been successful in His miracles if He
had not sought fellowship with His Father in prayer? Would Jesus’ sermons been
insightful and successful if He had not committed Himself to prayer? Would
Jesus have been effective in His conversation with Nicodemus, or the woman at
the well, or all the other individuals with whom He talked? As important as all
these are in His ministry were, they were effective because He committed
Himself to prayer. Prayer undergirded His ministry. In fact, you could almost say
that prayer was His ministry, because everything He did was directly related to
His ministry of prayer.
7. Gratitude-praying. Gratitude is the honest expression of your heart and your
character. Gratitude still is the acid test of virtue, reflecting who you are at times
and who you are not. Jesus was grateful in many ways, for many things, and He
expressed it in different prayers. First, He was grateful for food. “Jesus took the
loaves, gave thanks to God” (John 6:11, NLT). On another occasion He prayed,
“O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, thank You…” (Matthew 11:25). What does
an ungrateful heart express? Many things…blindness to the source of good
things in life…pride, thinking you were the source of all things…thinking you
don’t need others/people…not recognizing God’s providence. Remember,
whatever is good and perfect comes down to us through God the Father (James
1:17). Gratitude-praying is a foundational principle of effective-praying.
8. Rejoicing-praying. We face the question, “Does God hear our prayers because
we have a happy, rejoicing heart?” Or, “Are we happy and rejoicing because
God answers our prayer?” What comes first? Rejoicing or answering? The
answer—both influence both.
When you believe right, think right, and live right, then you will rejoice as
you pray right. And when God gives you what you ask, you will rejoice with
God for His answers. Jesus rejoiced in spirit when He prayed, “I thank Thee, O
Father” (Luke 10:21, KJV). At another place, Jesus told us to rejoice as we ask,
“The Father will give you whatever you ask for, using My name” (John 15:16,
NLT). And what will happen? “You will receive, and you will have abundant
joy” (John 15:16). So determine you will rejoice as you pray and when you
receive an answer, continue rejoicing.

One of the responses of Bill Bright, founder of Campus Crusade for Christ,
when asked,
“How are you?” He would always answer…. “Rejoicing!” Maybe that is
why God did so many miracles for Bill Bright and Campus Crusade…he
rejoiced always, and he rejoiced in prayer.
One of the underlying themes in the book of Psalms is happiness or
rejoicing. “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful” (Psalm 1:1,
NKJV). The word blessed means, happy. When you are blessed of God, you will
have inward happiness or peace.

CONCLUSION
These seven principles are not the only ones to influence Jesus’ prayer
ministry, but they are among the most dominant principles If we listed all the
principles—like analyzing all the rays of the sun—could we list all the principles
Jesus displayed when He prayed? Probably not!
But understanding the principles that Jesus employed when praying is a good
place to start your prayer journey in life. And as you pray with Jesus, you will
begin following the principles of prayer that affected His relationship with the
heavenly Father.

Chapter 3

JESUS’ PRACTICE OF PRAYER
N the first chapter, we looked at the nature of prayer, and we see how the
Trinity God established relationships with the humans He created. Through
that relationship humans can express their prayers. When Jesus came to earth,
He didn’t invent prayers, the human Jesus used the communication of prayer to
the heavenly Father that had been established from all eternity.

I

In the second chapter, we looked at the principles of prayer, again Trinity
God established principles or rules whereby He must be approached. These
principles are followed throughout the Old Testament. The human Jesus
reflected these principles or rules as He prayed to His heavenly Father.
In this third chapter, we come to Jesus’ practice of prayer. His prayer
practices could be described as His manner of prayer, His mode of prayer, His
means of prayer, or it could be the thing Jesus did when He was praying. Our
prayer life will be informed, stretched and challenged as we look at the various
practices Jesus used to pray to His heavenly Father.

JESUS’ PRACTICE OF PRAYERS
1.

Jesus Prayed in Various Places

2.

Jesus Prayed at Various Times

3.

Jesus Prayed Short and Long Prayers

4.

Jesus Prayed Using Various Body Positions and Postures

5.

Jesus Prayed Alone and Prayed in Front of a Crowd

6.

Jesus Prayed for People in General and for Specific Individuals

7.

Jesus Was Motivated to Pray Differently.

Jesus is an excellent example of prayer, because He was perfect without sin,
He prayed the right way, and is an example for us to follow. Peter tells us, “He is

your example, and you must follow in his steps” (1 Peter 2:21, NLT). Yes, we
follow Jesus’ example of prayer, but always remember it’s not the outward
methods or expressions that get answers. God looks on the heart and will answer
according to your heart’s communication with Him. However, the opposite is
also true. When you get your heart right with the Father, you want to pray with
the right method, at the right time, with the right expression, for the right amount
of time, for the right motive, and to accomplish the right results.
Also, remember when you were saved, you prayed and invited Jesus into
your heart (Eph. 3:17). Now Jesus indwells you and lives His life through you.
That means you will want to let Jesus pray through you. What does that mean?
When the indwelling Jesus prays through you, it means that He informs you
what to pray, gives you a burden to pray, guides you in your prayer fellowship
with the Father, then after you’ve made your intercession, Jesus who also sits at
the right hand of the Father as Intercessor, will receive your prayers and present
them to the heavenly Father. “He ever liveth to make intercession for them”
(Hebrews 7:25, KJV).
So, at the beginning of this chapter we established that your methods are a
factor of prayer, but it’s always your relationship to the Father that counts. Now
we come to study the methods of Jesus’ prayers, understanding that when we
apply His methods of prayer, allow the indwelling Christ to pray through you so
you receive your answers.

PRACTICES OF JESUS WHILE PRAYING
2. Jesus prayed in various places. The first recorded situation where Jesus
prayed was at His baptism. He and John the Baptist were standing in the Jordan
River as the Baptizer announced, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world!” (John 1:29, NKJV). Scriptures describes the unfolding
situation, “Jesus also was baptized; and while He prayed, the heaven was
opened” (Luke 3:21). The Scripture does not tell us the sequence, whether He
was baptized while He was praying, or as He was being baptized, He prayed, or
He prayed after He was baptized. Standing in the River Jordan, Jesus prayed,
and the Holy Spirit came upon Him. “And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily
form like a dove upon Him” (Luke 3:22).
Because Jesus was a man of prayer, He prayed wherever He found Himself,
i.e., in the mountains (Matthew 14:23), in a garden (John 18:1; Matthew 26:35);

in the wilderness (Matthew 4:11). The word “wilderness” in Scripture describes
both the flood plains on either side of the Jordan River, or the Judean Mountains.
Jesus prayed in a house (Mark 2:1), and He told His disciples to go in a closet, or
a private place (Matthew 6:6). Jesus prayed as He stood before crowds (John
6:11), and on other occasions He prayed before the 70 disciples as they came
back bringing word of their successful tour (Luke 10:21).
Besides praying outside, Jesus also prayed in the synagogue (Mark 1:21;
Luke 45:16), then He prayed in the Upper Room, which is a banqueting hall for
a restaurant (Mark 14:23). When He was in Peter’s house He prayed (Mark
2:11). We have the longest recorded prayer of Jesus (John 17). Scholars are not
sure where He prayed this prayer. Some think it was in the Upper Room, but He
left the Upper Room, “Arise, let us go from here” (John 14:31), and He was not
yet come to the Garden of Gethsemane, “When Jesus had spoken these words,
He went out with His disciples over the Brook Kidron, where there was a
garden, which He and His disciples entered” (John 18:1). So this prayer was
after the Upper Room and before the Garden of Gethsemane. In chapter 6, I will
suggest He prayed His high priestly prayer in the Holy of Holies in the temple.
Beyond all these places, Jesus prayed on the Cross (see chapter 7).
3. Jesus prayed at various times. Jesus didn’t pray all the time, but He prayed at
various times. When Paul later instructed, “Pray without ceasing” (1 Thess.
5:17), the words without ceasing do not mean praying nonstop throughout life.
No! The words mean intermittently, like intermittent windshield wipers that turn
on automatically when it rains, and their speed is determined by the amount of
rain falling. Intermittently means “as needed.” Jesus prayed as needed. Isn’t that
a good example for you to follow?
Jesus prayed early in the morning before the sun came up (Mark 1:35), and
He prayed late into the evening (Mark 6:66). He prayed at the fourth watch (the
middle of the night, Matthew 14:23-25). Jesus also prayed in the early evening,
in the middle of the night, and right before dawn. Finally, “Now it came to pass
in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in
prayer to God” (Luke 6:12).
The idea of praying all night frightens most Christians. First, they think, “I
don’t want to do that.” And second, “I can’t do that.” They might even go so far
and ask the question, “Why would I want to do that?”
If you ask that question, you don’t understand the nature of prayer as Jesus

understood it. But before we look at why He prayed all night, look at times when
you might have stayed up all night.
For your high school graduation, did you stay up all night going to movies,
eating, and attending other amusements with friends? You probably did it
because you were always made to go to bed, or always thought you had to go to
bed. Now that you had finished high school, you were your own person. In that
freedom you decided to stay up all night.
You may have stayed up all night because a loved one was sick, perhaps in a
hospital, you didn’t even think about sleep. It was love, or you had to find out if
they would make it. But in any case, it was your passion to stay up all night.
So ask, why did Jesus pray all night? Jesus stayed up all night praying for the
same reason we may stay up for human reasons. Just as a human couple falls in
love and they can sit up all night talking, laughing and embracing one another;
so Jesus stayed up all night because He is one with the Father, loved the Father
and He even said that “the Father was in Him and He was in the Father” (John
17:23).
Another reason Jesus prayed all night was to pray for those to whom He
would preach, heal, or cast out a demon. Just as you stayed up all night to see if
you’re loved one made it through the operation, He stayed up all night to pray to
make sure that they were spiritually safe.
To put it another way, Jesus prayed all night because of His mission. He was
fully committed to do what the Father sent Him to do, and prayer was a means of
carrying out that mission. Perhaps if we were as committed to God’s mission
here on earth, we might pray as passionately as Jesus, or as sacrifi-cially as
Jesus, or all night like Jesus.
When Jesus prayed on certain occasions, He expected His disciples to pray
with Him. Remember, He went into the garden and took three of His disciples
with Him to pray. But He left them and went alone to talk to His heavenly
Father. When He came back, He found them not praying, but sleeping, “Could
you not watch with Me one hour?” (Matthew 26:40). Does that suggest how long
we should pray?
Another thing about Jesus’ time for prayer, He spent 40 days fasting in the
wilderness (Matthew 4:1-2). Obviously, He didn’t spend the whole time in actual
intercession. Probably there were seasons of meditation-prayer, fellowshipprayer, and anticipation-prayer.

What could be said of the times of Jesus’ prayer? There was no time that
Jesus was not ready to pray, and at all times He was in fellowship with the
heavenly Father. Even while not actually uttering words of prayer, Jesus lived by
prayer, and lived for prayer.
4. Jesus prayed short and long prayers. His longest prayer is recorded in John
17:1-26 and perhaps His shortest prayer was, “I thirst” (John 19:28).
On one occasion Jesus prayed all night in preparation for choosing the 12
disciples the next day. History reveals that Jesus made the right and necessary
choices. “He (Jesus) continued all night in prayer to God” (Luke 6:12). His first
choice was Peter, who led the early church in Jerusalem as they captured the
hearts and minds of thousands of believers who became followers of Jesus
Christ. Also after praying all night, He chose Judas, the one who was chosen to
betray Him.
5. Jesus prayed using various body positions and postures. We know that Jesus
knelt (Luke 6:4), and on another occasion it was obvious Jesus was standing as
He prayed (John 11:43). Jesus is described as lying on the ground (Mark 14:35),
His face was down (Matthew 26:39), Jesus prostrated Himself at a horizontal
position on the ground as He agonized over the sin of the world. On another
occasion Jesus looked up (Mark 7:34; Luke 9:16), and on another occasion He
lifted His eyes, does this mean He lifted His head looking up as He prayed (Luke
6:26)?
Two things that are done in modern day prayer are not attributed to Jesus. He
may have done them, it’s just that Scripture is silent on these topics. Many today,
close their eyes in prayer, but that was not mentioned of Jesus. Also, many fold
their hands as the world popular figure of “praying hands.” But that position was
not attributed to Jesus.
6. Jesus prayed alone, and He prayed before a crowd. At the feeding of the
5,000, He publicly blessed the food (John 6:11). Then He left the crowd and
sought the solitude of the mountains (Mark 6:46). On several occasions it
mentions Jesus going into the mountains to pray. The Psalmist asked the
question, “I look up to the mountains—does my help come from there?” (Psalm
121:1, NLT). He’s asking if His spiritual help comes from the mountains. Jesus
went to the mountains where He got spiritual strength. But the Psalmist answers,
“My help comes from the LORD, WHO MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH!” (PSALM 121:2).
IN THE SAME WAY, AS JESUS PRAYED ALONE IN THE MOUNTAINS, HE GOT THE SPIRITUAL

HE NEEDED FROM HIS HEAVENLY FATHER. IT WAS STRENGTH TO MINISTER
TO THE MULTITUDES, PREACH AND PERFORM MIRACLES.
STRENGTH

Many of the places where Jesus prayed are characterized as private, alone, or
in solitude. Jesus left the house of Peter and the city of Capernaum and went to a
solitary place and there prayed (Mark 1:35).
Solitude and solemn come from the same root. Israel, once a year, was to
celebrate “a solemn assembly” (Leviticus 23:37; Joel 1:14, 2:15). In both
Leviticus and Joel the term “afflict” means not rejoicing in praising God, but a
serious search of one’s heart to find honesty, getting rid of any barrier between
your conscience and God.
Even though Jesus was a man of sorrows (Isaiah 53:6), He also rejoiced in
prayer (Luke 10:17-18). This was a happy-prayer. They brought a crowd of
children to Jesus, and He instructed, “Let the children come to me…. And he
placed his hands on their heads and blessed them (Matthew 19:14, 15, NLT).
Therefore, He gave a public blessing.
7. Jesus prayed for people in general and for specific individuals. At the last
supper, He focused His prayer on one man, “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to
sift you like wheat. But I have pleaded in prayer for you… that your faith should
not fail” (Luke 22:31, 32).
On other occasions Jesus prayed specifically for the 11 disciples, “My prayer
is not for the world, but for those…(disciples)” (John 17:9). Then later He
directed His prayers to all those who would become followers as a result of the
ministry of the eleven. This prayer was not just the next generation, but for all
believers, for all time. “I am praying…for all who will ever believe” (John
17:20).
8. Jesus prayed differently because of different motivations. When Jesus felt
the extreme pressure of the Cross that was facing Him, “He became anguished
and distressed” (Matthew 26:37). However, on another occasion there was a
completely different tone in Jesus’ voice when He praised the Father and
worshiped Him. Jesus was filled with joy, as He said, “O Father, thank you”
(Luke 10:21).
One more thing about Jesus’ praying, He fasted for forty days (Luke 4:1;
Matthew 4:1). During that time of fasting, He ate nothing. However fasting by
itself is not a spiritual discipline, nor will it gain efficaciousness with the Father.

Jesus tied fasting and prayer together when instructing His disciples about their
unbelief because they could not get an answer to prayer. He said, “However, this
kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting (Matthew 17:21, NKJV).
Apparently, whenever Jesus was fasting, He was also praying.

CONCLUSION
Jesus the—God-Man—prayed differently than we pray because He was and
is God. But Jesus the Man prayed as we pray, so we can learn how to pray, what
to pray, when to pray, and we can be motivated by His passion to pray.
Because Jesus is God, we can never identify with His prayer in the Garden of
Gethsemane when He struggled with becoming the sins of the world. We can
never be one with the Father as He prayed in His high priestly prayer.
But we can learn the importance of prayer, as we see Jesus identifying with
the Father and asking for the glory He had before the world began.
We should not dismiss any of the lessons on prayer learned from Jesus just
because He was God. No, not at all. He was the God-Man, fully God at all times,
yet fully Man. Since Jesus gave Himself to prayer, we must do the same thing.
This chapter is about Jesus’ methods of praying. We don’t copy His prayer
methods just because it was the way He prayed. But if we are indwelt by Jesus
and we pray through Jesus’ intercession, and we invite Him to pray with us—we
will follow many of the methods He used in prayer.

Chapter 4

ASKING ACCORDING TO JESUS’ DIRECTION
ERHAPS the primary reason to pray has to do with trust. Imagine you are
planning a meal or an event for your family or friends. You are very busy
and have many details to handle—so many, in fact, that you cannot get
everything done in time. So you ask a friend to help you. You ask someone you
trust to get the job done.

P

In the same way, when you ask Jesus something in prayer, you demonstrate
your trust in Him. When Jesus told His disciples that He would do whatever they
asked in His name, He was introducing them to one of the most elementary
forms of dependence upon the heavenly Father. When you have to ask
something from Jesus you are dependent upon Him for the answers. Asking is
another way of saying that you believe in Jesus…or you have faith in Jesus…or
you trust Jesus.
You ask because the Father likes to be asked. A mother or father enjoys when
their children ask for things. They probably already know what their children
need or want, but still they enjoy knowing the children depend on them. Isn’t
asking another way of showing love? Asking is the most elementary expression
of love… trust and mature relationship. Asking for something is the most
elementary form of dependence, and love grows in an atmosphere of asking and
receiving.
Asking for things in Jesus’ name also puts you into a partnership with Jesus.
If you share an office with someone, you have to work together with the other
person…share tasks…rely on each other. You have to ask for what you need to
receive things from the other person. In the same way you are coworkers with
Jesus when you ask Him to help you complete the Great Commission. “For we
are…God’s fellow workers” (1 Cor. 3:9, NLT). Asking is partnering with Jesus
in His great task to reach the world with the gospel message and bring glory to
the Father.
Asking for things enriches your fellowship with Jesus. When you tell Him
what is on your heart and ask for His help, your relationship with Jesus is
deepened. You learn to rely on Him for strength, and when He answers your
prayer, your faith grows. Jesus is pleased when you share things with Him.

But if you say, “I’ll not bother Jesus with a minor details,” that suggests you
are questioning your relationship with Him. Would you worry about asking a
close friend for something even if you considered it something minor? Of course
not! If you are truly close friends, you would know your friend would want to
help you, no matter how “small” or “insignificant” the request. You cannot hide
anything from Jesus, no matter how small. So why try? Ask Jesus and pray with
Him.
What if God only wanted the lofty heights of praise, adoration and worship?
What if you never shared your problems with Him? What if you felt as if you
could never ask anything from Him? Would you relate honestly to Him? And if
you are not being honest with Him regarding your needs, could you honestly
worship Him? When you pray and ask for His help, isn’t that evidence of a
worshiping relationship?
Asking Jesus is a rule for the Christian life. Asking is the way small children
relate to their parents, and it is the way that God wants you to relate to Him.
Asking is not a lower form of prayer, nor is it an unsophisticated form of
praying. Like breathing air, asking is necessary for a continual spiritual walk
with God.
Remember Jesus said, “Until now you have asked nothing in My name”
(John 16:24, emphasis added, NKJV). In John 14:13, Jesus told His disciples,
“Whatever you ask in My name, that I will do” (emphasis added).
So, was Jesus instructing you to use some sort of mantra? Was He saying to
just close your prayers with Jesus’ name? No! Using Jesus’ name in prayer is not
a magical key to unlocking heaven’s door. Asking in Jesus’ name means, you are
praying with Jesus.
Again, prayer is all about the relationship. When you pray in Jesus’ name
you enter into a relationship with Him. You take full advantage of His death on
the cross as payment for your sins. You accept Him as the Lord over your life
and identify yourself with Him.
Praying in Jesus’ name not only identifies you with Jesus’ death on the cross,
but it also identifies us with His new life of resurrection. In Ephesians 2:4-6,
Paul states, “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with
which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together,
and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” So when you
pray in Jesus’ name you get as close to God the Father as Jesus. You cannot get

any closer to the Father than Jesus.
You can also pray in Jesus’ name because of your friendship factor with
Christ. Jesus considers you to be His close friend. When you pray in His name
you approach the Father because you abide in Christ. In other words, you get
close to God the Father by abiding in prayer. Isn’t that the place where your
prayers are heard and answered?
Have you ever asked God for something but didn’t get it? Yes! Every
believer has asked and not received. But just because you have not received,
does not mean you cannot ask again. James understood when he said, “You don’t
have what you want because you don’t ask God for it. And when you even ask,
you don’t get it because your motives are all wrong-you want only what will
give you pleasure” (James 4:2-3, NLT).
Look carefully at how Jesus told us to ask in prayer. In each invitation to
“ask” He told us how to ask, and what to do when we ask. As we examine His
“attachments to asking,” we begin to understand why some of our prayers are
not answered when we ask and don’t get it. Why? Because we don’t ask
according to Jesus’ directions. We sometimes add our own human conditions, or
at times we let sin influence our asking, or the way we ask, or our attitude when
asking.

ASKING ACCORDING TO JESUS’ DIRECTION
1.

First Condition-Asking Prayer

2.

Second Condition-Continual Prayer

3.

Third Condition-Abiding Prayer

4.

Fourth Condition-Obedient Prayer

5.

Fifth Condition-Fruitful Asking

6.

Sixth Condition-Rejoicing Asking

7.

Seventh Condition-Actual Asking

1. First Condition – Asking Prayer. Jesus said, “You can ask for anything in
My name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father. Yes, ask

Me for anything in My name, and I will do it!” (John 14:13-14). There is the
command…plain and simple. Jesus told you to “ask.” But look beyond His
command, you will find two reasons for asking. First, you must ask in Jesus’
name so that He can bring glory to the Father. The measure of your prayer
request must be for things that bring glory to the Father.
Sometimes we ask for things for selfish reasons, or we ask to magnify our
ego, or reputation, or we ask for our protection or other personal reasons. But
many of our reasons do not glorify Jesus the Son. So next time you look at your
prayer list, ask if all of your requests will cause the Father to glorify Jesus. If so,
then you can ask in His name, so that the Father will glorify Jesus.
But there is a second condition in this verse, “Ask in Jesus’ name, and He
will do it.” That means you ask for the things Jesus wants you to receive. Also, it
must be within the plan of Jesus, and finally, it must be within the ability of
Jesus to do what you ask.
Don’t ask for things that can never be done. You cannot ask for God to erase
history, or make a square circle. Years ago a woman was pregnant out of
wedlock and told me she was praying continually for God to take away her
pregnancy. No, she was not considering an abortion. She just wanted the
pregnancy to go away. She was asking God to do something He could or would
not do. God could not take away the historical circumstances that led up to her
pregnancy, nor could God take away the life that was living in her body.
Again, asking is an invitation. You can ask for “anything” but you must ask
in Jesus’ name, and your answer allows the Son to bring glory to the Father.
2. Second Condition – Continual Prayer. When Jesus instructed His disciples to
pray, He wanted them to pray not once, but in continual-prayer. He said, “Keep
on asking and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking and you will
find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who
ask, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. Everyone who knocks, the door will
be open” (Matt. 7:7-8, NLT).
There are many reasons why Jesus wants us to continue in prayer, and there
are practical results when we do. First, continual prayer demonstrates our love
and sincerity to God; but more than that, it demonstrates our faith. For when we
pray continually in faith, we get answers, “Jesus said, ‘I tell you, you can pray
for anything, and if you believe you will receive it, it will be yours” (Matt.
11:24, NLT). Perhaps when you begin praying, your faith is weak. But it will

strengthen as you continue praying. Remember, faith cometh from the Word of
God (Rom. 10:17), so continue studying His Word as you seek God’s answer in
prayer.
Second, continual prayer searches your heart for anything that would hinder
your request. Coming to God in prayer, is like bringing your gift to the altar.
Jesus said, “If you are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in the temple and you
suddenly remember that someone has something against you, leave your
sacrifice there at the altar. Go and be reconciled to that person. Then come and
offer your sacrifice to God” (Matt. 5:23-24). This verse tells us that when there
is a barrier in reaching God in prayer—deal with it first.
Jesus pointed out if there is any barrier to answers to prayer, meaning
anything between you and the Father; deal with it so you can ask in faith.
Confess the sin so you will be received back into God’s fellowship (1 John 1:9).
If you begin asking for something and it doesn’t come, perhaps you should
search your heart for an ignorant sin, or an unnoticed sin or a doubtful attitude;
perhaps you have not fulfilled your promise. That is why you need continual
prayer.
Third, continual prayer allows circumstances to change or evolve so your
request could be fulfilled. Perhaps you are praying for someone to be saved, it
may take time for someone to get the gospel to them; or for you to witness to
them. Then it may take time for the Word of God to work conviction of sin in
their hearts. It may take time for the Spirit of God to bring them to salvation.
Perhaps your prayers are not answered immediately because you have not done
all that you could to win that person to Christ. So what do you do, continue
praying.
The same thing with circumstances. As an illustration if you pray for it to
rain, a weather front may be one day away. It may take a day or two for the
storm to reach your area that results in rain, so keep asking.
Fourth, allow God to change your desires regarding your request. Sometimes
you want something from God, but it may be for selfish reasons, or for
convenience, or for another reason that is not within the will of God. Your
request could be wrong.
Remember God says, “No,” to some of your requests. Therefore, if you ask
once and don’t get it, give God time to speak to your heart. He may want to save
you from heartache or failure, or maybe God may want to shift your burden to
another area. So give God time to remove your burden. But just because God

delays in answering your request, don’t stop praying, pray continually. But be
willing to change when the focus of God changes, or you see other reasons why
you should change your request.
Fifth. By waiting in His presence, you become more intimate with both
Christ and the Father. As you continue in His presence, you speak to Him, at the
same time He speaks to you. God speaks to you through the Word…through
your conscience… through your memory…through friends…and sometimes
through circumstances. The perfect will of God for your life is not always easy
to find, but it is never hidden so deep that you cannot determine it, or know it, or
even follow it. So continue asking and you will find the peace you are looking
for.
3. Third Condition – Abiding Prayer. “But if you remain (abide) in Me and My
words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted”
(John 15:7, NLT). Again notice the challenge seems to be “unconditional.” Jesus
said you can ask for anything.
But shortly He added two conditions. Notice, you must abide or remain in
Jesus. That means walking in fellowship with Him, pleasing Him and following
Him at all times. Even before you ask for answers to your prayers, you must find
the presence of Jesus and yield to His will. That means “abide in Jesus.” When
you abide, that explains why some previous requests for which you asked in the
past you did not receive.
And then there is a second thing about abiding in His Word. The Bible is
God’s Word, it contains God’s will and explains who God is, what is His purpose
and plan for the universe and what is His will for the life of the one who is
asking. When you read the Bible fully and completely, you find out it has an
enormous amount of information about God and the requirements for the
Christian life. That doesn’t mean that you have to know all of the requirements
and fulfill every one. But it means you must immerse yourself in the power of
the Word of God. And what is that power? The Bible is the life of God, which is
His power (John 6:63).
4. Fourth Condition – Obedient Prayer. Remember the words of the apostle
John, “We will receive from Him whatever we ask because we obey Him and do
the things that please Him” (1 John 3:22). Notice, pleasing Him means obeying.
It means you obey the words of Jesus in Scripture, and please Him by attempting
to live according to His desire.

Another word for obey—love. Jesus sums the entire commandments up into
one word…LOVE! “Jesus replied, ‘You must love the LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL
YOUR HEART, ALL YOUR SOUL, AND ALL YOUR MIND.’ This is the first and greatest
commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself’” (Matt. 22:37-39).
5. Fifth Condition – Fruitful Asking. Jesus said, “You didn’t choose me. I chose
you. I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give
you whatever you ask for, using my name” (John 15:16). Jesus did not say that
we should pray and ask in His name so that we can get fruit. No! Rather; Jesus
told us that we are to produce fruit and as a result we can ask anything in His
name.
This means we must look at our grapevine as we get ready to pray. Is there
any life in the vine? Are there spring flowers to suggest future fruit? Is there
young fruit to be ripened? Does God see an abundant harvest? When we produce
fruit it gives us confidence to ask in Jesus’ name.
Fruit is not necessary winning souls to Christ, nor is it the things we do in the
church or to individuals. First, fruit can be our Christian character, “But the Holy
Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Gal. 5:22-23). This deals
with our attitude, relationships to other people, and self-discipline. This fruit
involves Christian character; and what is character? Character is habitually doing
the right thing, in the right way, for the right purpose, at the right time, for the
glory of God.
The second kind of fruit is soul winning or influencing others for Jesus
Christ. When we carry out the Great Commission, we involve our spiritual gifts,
i.e., preaching, teaching, counseling, or serving the Lord. Some teach that fruit is
always another Christian but look carefully at the illustration. Many Christians
are not winning another person to Christ, but they may be like seeds planted in
counseling sharing their testimonies, praying for lost people, or doing many
other unseen works of ministry ultimately resulting in bringing people to Christ.
The issue is fruit. If you have fruit in your life… ask. If you don’t have fruit
in your life then, grow, master the Word, serve, and be faithful in ministry…
then pray.
6. Sixth Condition – Rejoicing Asking. This is asking with rejoicing…praise…
and worship of God the Father. Jesus said, “You haven’t done this before. Ask,

using My name, and you will receive, and you will have abundant joy” (John
16:24).
Sometimes you rejoice before the answer comes. How can you do that? Jesus
said, “Have faith in God…you can say to this mountain, may you be lifted up
and thrown into the sea, it will happen. But you must really believe it will
happen and have no doubt in your heart…you can pray for anything, and if you
believe that you will receive it, it will be yours” (Mark 11:22-24). This command
told us to believe before we receive. Sometimes that is hard to do, but if we have
met all the conditions of asking, we should expect God to fulfill our request.
Technically, we must ask in faith believing God will give you the answer
before it comes. Faith-praying means meeting the conditions that God has
concerning asking. And one of those conditions is believing His existence. Jesus
said, “And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to
come to him must believe that God exists and that he rewards those who
sincerely seek him” (Heb. 11:6). Did you see that condition? You must believe in
the existence of God, i.e., that means you must be talking to Him, praying in His
presence, and listening for Him as you talk to Jesus…when you pray in this kind
of faith, God will answer.
7. Seventh Condition – Actual Asking. The last condition is the first. The
condition to ask is that you must keep asking. “Keep on asking, and you will
receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking,
and the door will be opened to you” (Matt. 7:7).
So asking is God’s plan and principle. It is the way parents communicate
with children to direct their lives. It is similar to the way God asks you to do
things for Him. Asking is also the way children fulfill their parent’s desires.
They must ask for things, direction, answers to questions, and provision of
needs. Children need to do what their parents want them to do, and they get
answers and direction by asking.
When Jesus included seeking, seeking is looking, it has the idea of
wholeheartedness or putting your whole life into what you seek. Remember
asking involves your mouth so you must speak what you want. But seeking
involves your feet and eyes, you go look for what you seek, then you look to the
one you are asking. You look for God. Seeking involves movement, sometimes
that is spiritual movement; and other times it is bodily movement. Seeking
implies moving towards the answer or the goal for which you are praying.
Another thing, seeking also implies working for what you want God to do, all

the while praying for what you need.
Knocking involves obstacles, barriers, or anything that prohibits you
entering. And why are you knocking? You are knocking for something you do
not have, to enter somewhere you cannot go, or to know something you cannot
know. You are asking about something on the other side of the door. It is one
thing to ask for the door to be opened, it is another thing to walk around the
house looking in every window. But the final step is knocking. Usually the door
never opens until you knock. Knocking involves physical action toward the
answer you seek. Knocking may involve going to find the answer you may seek,
or putting money down, or making plans to get what you need, or mailing a
letter to the one who can supply, or using your feet to get to the answer. The
answer…knock!
The secret to asking is simply threefold. A stands for asking, S stands for
seeking, and K stands for knocking. What do these three letters spell…ASK?
While you are asking God to answer your request, you must take the initiative to
do something as you pray. You are showing confidence, faith, and determination
by your faith as you pray.

Chapter 5

PRAYING ACCORDING TO THE LORD’S
PRAYER
ESUS did not stop His prayer ministry when He returned to heaven. No! His
prayer ministry continues in many different ways. One of the ways His
continued prayer ministry impacts your life is when you pray daily the Lord’s
Prayer. Jesus twice instructed His disciples to pray the Lord’s Prayer, the first
time in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), and the second time in His last
year of ministry(Luke 11:2-4). Jesus intended for His disciples to pray this
prayer and the secret is that He will pray it with you each time you pray it. In
this chapter you will see how you are to pray this with Him.
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THE SEVEN PETITIONS OF THE LORD’S PRAYER
1.

A Prayer of Worship

2.

A Prayer for God’s Rule

3.

Submissive Praying

4.

Supply Praying

5.

Forgiveness Praying

6.

Victory Praying

7.

Protection Praying

Jesus instructed us, “After this manner therefore pray” (Matthew 6:9 KJV).
He did not intend for us to repeat these exact words every time we pray the
Lord’s Prayer. The phrase “after this manner,” means after this pattern or
formula. When a woman sews a dress, she follows a dress pattern. She uses any
type of cloth, but follows the pattern. Pray using any posture, time, gathering—
but follow the same pattern when praying the Lord’s Prayer.
The plural pronoun, “our” is the most important directive of the Lord’s

Prayer. It does not mean you must say this prayer with others so that you are
praying with them. The word “our” is not an introduction into prayer for all
believers, so that you are praying with millions of other petitioners as you pray
the Lord’s Prayer to the Heavenly Father. No. It can mean that, but it means
much more.
The first word in the Lord’s Prayer, “Our” is a very innocent and simple
pronoun. Yet this one introductory door or word to the Lord’s Prayer can change
your life as it did mine. “Our” is meant for you to pray the Lord’s Prayer with
Jesus.
The pronoun, “Our” is the speaker inspiring those who hear Him to join Him
in praying. Since Jesus is speaking to instruct us in the Lord’s Prayer, that means
He will bring us with Him to the Father. Those who pray the Lord’s Prayer
should understand it means two people praying—you and Jesus. Therefore,
approach the Father praying this prayer with Jesus.
The word “Our Father” could mean that you possess the Father with Jesus, as
a married couple might say, “our house.” Or they may point to their offspring
and say, “our children” meaning they are raising the children together. Or the
word “our” could mean cooperate goals or dreams such as a leader appealing to
those to whom he is speaking, i.e., “our aim” or “our dream.” As an illustration,
a pastor of a church may talk about “our purpose for the church is to reach “our”
town for Jesus Christ.”
The Father’s location is in heaven. Maybe that’s why many people look up
when they pray, they are looking up to God in heaven. However, others bow
their head to look to the ground. They may close their eyes and look into their
hearts to see the Father. No matter where you are, and no matter when you pray,
you can pray the Lord’s Prayer to the Father in heaven…simply because that was
Jesus’ instruction. Praying the Lord’s Prayer is obeying orders.
“Father…,” this was a title for God that was foreign to the disciples who
were listening to Jesus. God was not called Father in the Old Testament,
however, on two or three occasions, God was likened unto a father, and He was
compared to the guidance of a father. But God also was likened unto a mother,
and many other things. He was likened to a rock…or a stream in a dry desert
plain.
What is the source of the title, “Father?” Where do we get the direction to
call God our Father?
“Father” was Jesus’ favorite word when addressing Deity. Jesus was talking

to His heavenly Father and this title was His most repeated title. Why? Because
the Father was guiding Him…protecting Him…and using Him in ministry. But
most of all, Jesus and the Father were One (John 10:10). So, Jesus constantly
talks to the Father in prayer.
Jesus was on a mission sent by the Father, and His pattern was constantly
seeking directions from the Father. The fact that Jesus called Him Father should
capture your attention. Next time you pray, use the petition, Our Father.
My life was changed when I met Pastor David Yonggi Cho, in 1978. I
interviewed Cho on August 21, 1978, I remember that date because it was my
first wife Ruth’s and my 25th wedding anniversary. Pastor Cho was leading the
Full Gospel Church in Seoul, South Korea, with an attendance running over
75,000 at the time. I was intrigued to discover the cause of such rapid explosive
growth. I thought it was some evangelistic method such as the explosive growth
of the Southern Baptists through personal evangelism visitation, or the technique
of street preaching that brought about the First Great Awakening in America.
“The secret of my church’s growth,” Cho said to me, “was the meaning of
the word church found in the Bible.” Then Cho went on to ask,
“What is the primary picture of the local church in Scripture?”
I answered, “The body.”
“Yes,” Cho quickly agreed with me and pointed out, “the body grows by the
division of cells.” Then he went on to explain that the human body was
conceived when a man’s sperm or seed was joined to a woman’s egg. In
conception one cell is formed.
“The secret of growth is that first cell divides to become two cells. If you
examine both cells under a microscope you cannot tell which cell was the
original. All the life of the man and all the life of the woman is wrapped up in
that one cell. It continues dividing making two cells…four cells…eight cells…
sixteen cells…thirty-two cells…sixty-four cells, etc.”
That conversation would forever change my perspective of the nature of
church growth. It would be the dynamic force that drove it to become the largest
church in the world. Cho retired in 2006, when he was 70 years old, his church
had 760,000 in attendance and approximately 34,000 cells that met each week.
And yes, the church grew by small cells dividing into other small cells of 10-15
people meeting in homes, recreational rooms of apartment buildings and
restaurants.

I met Cho five years later at the restaurant in the Lotte Hotel in downtown
Seoul, South Korea. I had called for a breakfast appointment, then he called back
to ask if I could bring Jerry Falwell pastor of Thomas Road Baptist Church with
me. Obviously when I said yes, he called back a second time to ask if his wife
could come along.
We have met several times for breakfast over the years. Why would Cho
meet me?
“Because I wanted to learn church growth from you,” Cho would tell me.
“And I wanted to learn how to become a spiritual godly man from you,” I
answered.
In that breakfast meeting I asked Cho how the Holy Spirit has used him to be
such a powerful man of God and build such a great church. He answered, “I pray
the rounds several times each morning.”
I knew church history and the phrase “the rounds” was a reference to the
Lord’s Prayer. Cho went on to explain. “Each day an athlete will run around a
track several times to keep in shape physically. So, each day I pray around the
Lord’s Prayer several times to keep me strong spiritually.”
At that moment I decided to pray the Lord’s Prayer each day. I began then
and have continued all these many years praying the Lord’s Prayer either the
first thing in the morning when I have my devotions to meet God, or the last
thing at night before I go to sleep.
“But I am not like the runner who is running in isolation around the track,”
Cho explained to me. “I don’t just pray the Lord’s Prayer in isolation,” Cho said.
“I am praying with Jesus because the word ‘Our’ means we are praying
together.” Finally Cho said, “When you pray with Jesus, He is the most powerful
force in the universe, you can move heaven and earth praying the Lord’s Prayer.”
Pastor Cho has prayed the Lord’s Prayer to build the largest church since
Pentecost, i.e., 760,000 attenders. But he has retired, and when he stepped down
from that office, he continues to preach weekly; another has taken his place.
But how about you? If you could effectively pray the Lord’s Prayer every
day, perhaps you could build the largest church in the world. If that was Cho’s
primary spiritual energy, why don’t you make it yours?
Jesus gave us many examples of how to pray, when to pray and method of
praying, but this chapter goes to a new level. Also, Jesus left a record of what He

said in His high priestly prayer in John 17. But only once did Jesus tell us what
to pray, and it is called the Lord’s Prayer. While this prayer is not what He
prayed for Himself, it is a prayer that He instructed us to pray when He directed,
“In this manner, therefore, pray” (Matthew 6:9, NKJV).

FIRST PETITION
A PRAYER OF WORSHIP HALLOWED BE THY NAME
The word hallowed (Gr. hagiazo) means reverence or holy. You are praying,
“Holy be Your name.” But quickly remember, you cannot make God holy.
Holiness is who God is, and holiness expresses His very nature. Nothing you can
say changes the holiness of God, so when you pray, “Holy be Your name,” Why
are you asking for His name to be holy or more holy?
The phrase, “on earth as it is in heaven” is the semi-conclusion of the end of
the first section of prayers. You are asking for the name of God to be as holy on
earth as it is in heaven.
There is not much you can do to make God’s name holy around the world,
but you can make Him holy in your life, in your home, and in your relationship
to everyone else and that way you can influence many in your world. So, with
this petition you are asking, “Holy be your name in my life.” That’s a very
meaningful prayer, one that God can begin answering, but you must first petition
Him by thinking holy thoughts, planning holy actions, and being holy in your
speech and relationships.
You begin the prayer, “Our Father,” and now you ask to make “His name
holy.” Then you realize God has a name.
His primary Old Testament name is God. “In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1, KJV). Therefore, His name is God, but He
could also be called Creator.
God has a second name, LORD. When Moses was praying before the
burning bush, God sent him back to Egypt to release the Hebrew people from
slavery. Moses asked before he went, “Who shall I say sent me?” God answered,
“I AM WHO I AM” (Exodus 3:14, NKJV). In English we say Jehovah from the
Hebrew word Yahweh. When this name is found in the Bible, all letters are
capitalized, i.e., LORD.

But God has a third name, it is Adonai, which is Lord (notice only the first
letter is capitalized). Here God doesn’t identify Himself as the Lord of the
universe, but rather He likens Himself to a master of a slave, one who owns and
possesses another. As Lord, He gives direction in life (Genesis 15:2).
There are other compound names for God throughout Scripture: Mighty
God, Most High God, Everlasting God, Lord of Host, and many more. But of all
His names, Father is the personal one. The name Father brings Him down to our
level of understanding. Each of us has had a father, and we know how to relate to
our earthly father. In the same way, we relate to our heavenly Father. Just as we
give our earthly fathers respect, because they expect obedience, so we must give
respect to our Heavenly Father, which is worship.

SECOND PETITION
A PRAYER FOR GOD’S RULE THY KINGDOM COME
When you pray, “Thy kingdom come,” first you are inviting God to rule your
heart by His principles. That makes His kingdom internal and personal. He is
your personal King and you are His subject. You are praying, “Thy kingdom rule
in my heart, as thy kingdom is ruled in heaven.” Obviously, because we are
imperfect people, God’s rule is not perfect. But the standard is always there. We
should allow God to rule us today, as God will rule us after we enter heaven.
The rule of God on earth is called the Kingdom of God. Not everyone is a
member of
God’s kingdom. A person must join the kingdom and pledge allegiance to the
King. Someone enters the kingdom when they are born again. Jesus said,
“Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3,
KJV).
After we enter the kingdom, we must please God who is our King. “But seek
ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things (earthly
necessities) would be added to you” (Matthew 6:33).
Also, when you pray “Thy kingdom come,” you are asking for the spread of
the Gospel to those who do not belong to Christ. “Thy kingdom come,” is a
prayer for soul winning and evangelism. You are praying for the kingdom to be
expanded into the lives of people who become rightly related to the king. As you
think of unsaved friends and relatives, you are praying for their salvation every

time you ask, “Thy kingdom come.”
When you pray, “Thy kingdom come” you are asking for foreign
missionaries who preach the gospel to those who have never heard the gospel of
Jesus Christ. You are asking for God’s Kingdom to come in “foreign mission
fields.”
There is another aspect of praying “Thy kingdom come.” You are asking for
the return of Jesus to establish His kingdom on this earth. This prayer recognizes
that God’s kingdom is not presently ruling on earth. When you pray “Thy
kingdom come,” you are asking for the second coming of Jesus to this earth.
When the King comes, all earthly kings will no longer rule. Jesus will be
King-Ruler. “The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of the Lord,
and of His Christ; and He shall reign forever and ever” (Revelation 11:15).
You admit that God’s kingdom is not here in its fullness when you pray,
“Thy kingdom come.” God wants to rule His earth, but people reject Him, as
they have always done.
God sent them another king. It was His Son who was born in a manger in
Bethlehem. Wise men from the East asked, “Where is He that is born King of the
Jews? For we have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him”
(Matthew 2:2). The Jewish King Herod tried to kill the baby king.
Jesus came preaching, “The kingdom is at hand” (Matthew 4:17), but He was
rejected by the Jews. Jesus was tried before a Roman judge. The Jews yelled,
“Away with Him, crucify Him…we have no king but Caesar” (John 19:15).
They crowned their King with thorns and crucified Him. Sovereignly, God
guided Pilate to write the reason for his execution on the cross, “Jesus of
Nazareth, the King of the Jews” (John 19:19). They crowned their King with
thorns and crucified Him.
Today Jesus does not have an outward kingdom. He does not have an earthly
kingdom.
He rules in the hearts of those who accept Him and yield themselves to Him.
Paul points to Him, “Now unto the King, eternal, immortal, invisible, the only
wise God be honor, and glory forever and ever, Amen” (1 Timothy 1:17). Is
Jesus sitting on the throne of your heart to rule you? That is what you pray in
this request.

THIRD PETITION
SUBMISSIVE PRAYING THY WILL BE DONE
When you pray “Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven,” you confess
that there is a great difference between the two places. In heaven, angels do not
pray about God’s will; they just do it. In heaven, God’s will is done instantly, not
later. In heaven, God’s will is done enthusiastically, not halfheartedly; in heaven,
God’s will is done completely, not practically. In heaven, God’s will is done
perfectly, not as we do it on earth.
When you pray “Thy will be done,” realize what you are asking. When you
recognize God as your Father, you must also recognize God as your King. When
you pray, “Thy will be done,” you are surrendering your will to His Sovereign
rule.
When you pray, “Thy will be done,” you should know what you mean by
God’s will. Otherwise, you do not know what you are getting. The will of God
could mean two things.
First, the will of God could mean His overall plan for your life, like a
blueprint an architect follows in constructing a building. So you are praying,
“Thy long-range blueprint for my life be done.” You are asking God to build
your life as He might construct a building using His plans.
Second, praying “Thy will be done” means you trust the daily decisionmaking ability of God. When you pray “Thy will be done,” you are asking God
to guide your daily decisions by His decision-making ability. In the middle of a
battle, the commander will make a series of decisions to deploy troops, move
artillery, and bring up supplies. The commander has an overall plan or strategy.
That’s the “Big Picture.” The commander also makes daily decisions. This is
how he guides his troops to victory. So when you pray “Thy will be done,” you
are asking for God’s decisions to be effective in His “big picture” for your life.
But you are also asking for His daily guidance for the problems of that day.

FOURTH PETITION
SUPPLY PRAYING GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY
BREAD

When you pray, “Give us our daily bread,” you are asking for more than
bread. Yes, this petition includes food that gives strength to live. Bread
symbolizes all the needs of our life, including food. It also includes other things
we need, such as transportation to work, clothes to keep warm and a roof over
our heads.
But this petition is also the only petition in the Lord’s Prayer where we ask
for things. We may ask for healing, a job, and guidance in a difficult relationship,
or money for college tuition. We may ask for pots to cook the food, a computer
to communicate with friends or a cell phone to keep in touch with family. We
may ask for things that are not necessities but might bring joy to our life, such as
a family vacation, sports equipment or an i-phone that can do just about
anything.
When God created people, He did not make them like a perpetual motion
machine that didn’t need fuel, maintenance, and supervision. A perpetual motion
machine doesn’t need a person to run it. It needs nothing.
God didn’t create self-sufficient people. He created individuals that need air
to breathe, and food to give them energy. They need shelter from the elements
and clothes to keep them warm. They need love to make them whole and social
relationships to give the purpose in life.
God created people with needs. They need food, shelter, clothes. Perhaps
God made people with needs so that when they drift away from Him, their
“needs” would make them turn back to Him.
People need to look outside themselves to get food or clothing. If a person
didn’t have any needs, they could go hide in a hole to hibernate like a polar bear
all winter. But a person hibernating in a hole cannot bring glory to God. That
person has no purpose for living.
God made us with needs so we would look to Him to supply these needs.
If we didn’t need bread, most people wouldn’t work. But in our toil and
sweat we find meaning, happiness and money to buy bread.
If we didn’t need bread, most people would sit down and do nothing. We
don’t glorify God by doing nothing.
If we didn’t need bread, we wouldn’t create new ways of doing things, we
wouldn’t invent easier ways of doing things, we wouldn’t use all the intelligence
God has given us.

Because we have needs, we grow…we get better… we reach out to others…
we produce…we do what God originally told Adam to do in the garden. “Be
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it, and have dominion
over it” (Genesis 1:28, KJV).
Most people eat bread to satisfy their personal needs…to make them grow…
to make them feel better…to give them strength…or to overcome hunger. While
all this is true, there is a bigger goal. Paul tell us, “Whether therefore you eat, or
drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). You
should eat bread to glorify God. Because He provided everything, He is glorified
every time you eat. That’s because He created it, He gave it life to grow, He gave
man intelligence to harvest it, and He gets glory when we cook it and bow our
heads before a meal to thank Him for it. Eating is for the glory of God; therefore,
remember where you got your bread, who gave bread to you, and what is the
purpose of bread.
When you pray “Give us this day our daily bread,” you are not yanking on a
string to get God’s attention. Too often we treat prayer as yanking on the puppet
strings for our Divine Giver to say please, “Give us bread.”
Praying “Give us this day our daily bread” is a faith-statement that is broader
than asking for a sandwich. Since “bread” is a symbol word, you are asking God
to bless your work so you can grow corn to make bread, or you are asking God
to bless your work so you can make money to buy bread. You are asking God to
give you the cause (how you get physical things) and give you the results (the
food you need to eat).
Then when you pray “Give us this day our daily bread,” you are talking with
God about your needs. You are giving God His rightful place in your life. Prayer
is a platform to glorify God.
When you pray “give us bread,” you are asking for bread that is grown on
this earth. Hence, when you ask for bread, you are recognizing that God is its
source and you are worshiping Him for supplying you with bread.
You do not approach prayer just to get something for yourself; but you ask
for bread to allow God to glorify Himself through supplying your needs.

FIFTH PETITION
FORGIVENESS PRAYING FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS

When you pray, “Forgive us our debts,” you are not begging for salvation as
the non-Christian who feels the guilt of hell.
When you pray, “Forgive us our debts,” you are not saying your sin has cast
away all hope and that you are afraid of dying outside of Christ.
When you pray, “Forgive us our debts,” you are a child of the Father who has
not lived up to your Father’s expectations. You are saying, “I’m sorry,” to your
heavenly Father so you can have fellowship with Him again.
“Forgive us our debts” is not initial forgiveness, which is the sinner coming
to God for salvation. Many mistakenly think this prayer is asking God to make
them a Christian. Not so! When you pray, “Forgive us our debts,” you already
are a Christian who calls God, “Our Father.” You already are a child of the
King…you are in the kingdom. When you pray, “Forgive us our debts,” you are
asking for “parental forgiveness.” Because you are a child of the Father, you are
related to Him by nature. You received a new nature at salvation (2 Corinthians
5:17). You can call God your Father, you are a member of the family of God.
When you pray “Forgive us our debts,” you are asking the Father God to
restore your fellowship with Him (you already are His child), you are not asking
for God to restore your relationship with Him.
The Lord’s Prayer teaches us that God’s children don’t always do God’s will.
The earthly father tells his son, “Don’t do anything wrong,” just as the
Scripture tells us, “My little children, these things wrote I unto you, that ye sin
not” (1 John 2:1).
When you pray “Forgive us our debts,” you are admitting that you sin. None
of us are perfect, “All have sinned” (Romans 3:23).
When you pray “Forgive us our debts,” you are asking forgiveness for the
little petty things you sneak to do, as well as your massive rebellion that breaks
God’s heart. You don’t want to hurt your heavenly Father, it’s just that you want
to do what you think is fun…or exciting…or new…or different… or to relieve
boredom. You just want to do what you want to do…when you want to do it…
for your own selfish reasons.
There is a reason why you pray, “Forgive us our debts.” The word debt
represents how much we owe to someone. A debt is an obligation. So you are
really praying, “Forgive us our obligations.”
Jesus taught us to pray, “Forgive us our debts” because they involve other

people. When you tell a lie, it hurts your self-esteem, it hurts another, and it
offends God. When you tell a lie, there’s fine print that means you are obligated
to go apologize to someone.
The Lord’s Prayer is perfect. Jesus chose the perfect word for forgiveness. It
is our debt-obligations that must be forgiven.
No one should stubbornly refuse to pray “forgive us our debts” because that
proud attitude may keep the person from fellowship with the Father. When you
pray, “Forgive us our debts,” God may use this prayer to reveal a hidden sin or a
sin you were not aware of. That sin may have blocked your ability to talk to
Him.
When you pray daily “forgive us our debts,” you are taking a step toward
mental health. When you ask for forgiveness, you are telling the truth to yourself
and to God. You are restoring your self-respect and your relationship with God.
When you feel good about yourself, it shows in your relationships, in your job,
in your walk with God; but most of all it shows in your earthly family.
However, you pray “forgive us our debts” not just to feel better, or to grow in
personal strength. You pray it to restore your fellowship with the heavenly
Father…if it is broken…you pray to keep it healthy. You pray this prayer for a
healthy relationship with the Father.
Why should we pray “forgive us our debts” when all of our sins were
forgiven at the cross? When you became a child of the Father, the Bible says of
you, “We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins”
(Ephesians 1:7). If your sins were forgiven at salvation, why pray daily, “forgive
us?”
The initial forgiveness of sins established our relationship to God. It made us
children of the Father. But when we pray “forgive us our debts,” it re-establishes
our fellowship with the Father. Because children don’t always obey, you need to
pray daily, “forgive us our debts.”
There are three aspects to forgiveness, not just one or two. First there is past
forgiveness, which happened when we became children of the Father. When God
forgave our past sins, our relationship with God was established. Second, there is
present forgiveness which happens every time you pray “forgive us our debts,”
He re-establishes our fellowship with the Father. The third is future forgiveness.
This will happen when we are taken to be with the Father, whether by death or
when the Lord comes. This will be our glorification when we are removed from
all traces of evil and decay in this earth.

SIXTH PETITION
VICTORY PRAYING LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION
The sixth petition recognizes that God is your leader through life. Remember
the beloved Twenty-third Psalm, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.…
He leadeth me beside still waters….” (vv. 1-2, KJV). In the Lord’s Prayer, you
are asking Him to lead you through a life that is filled with temptation. In one
sense, it’s probably impossible for the Lord to lead you where there is not
temptation. Why? Because temptation is found in almost every place, almost all
the time. Notice that Jesus did not teach His followers to pray, “Lead us not by
temptation,” or “Lead us around temptation,” or “Lead us away from
temptation.” No, He instructed us to pray, “Lead us not into temptation.” Why?
Because temptation is an unavoidable reality, but God can lead you by, and away
from temptation, or around temptation. But the inevitability of temptation
doesn’t mean you need to get in the thick of it! Into temptation implies smack in
the middle, where you are surrounded and don’t see an immediate escape. So
really you are saying, “Lord, don’t let me be overwhelmed by temptation.”
You’re not praying, “Lord, don’t tempt me.” God will never lead you to sin.
He is holy and good. He cannot sin, nor will He ever tempt you to sin. The Bible
says it this way: “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for
God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man” (James 1:13).
You’re not praying, “Don’t let me be tempted,” for that is asking to live in a
world that does not exist. Our culture is rife with every kind of temptation: to
cheat a little to get ahead, to eat more than our body needs, to visit an online
porn site, to idolize celebrities and sports stars, to ignore those in need to keep
more for ourselves. But the reality of temptation does not give us an excuse to
sin.
When you are tempted to sin, you face the greatest test of life. This test is
greater than any final exam in college, and greater than any bar exam faced by a
lawyer, or a test faced by a professional facing certification. When you are
tempted, it is a test to determine if you will be faithful to God or you will deny
Him. This test will establish your character. Satan wants to destroy your virtue.
So why should we pray “lead us not into temptation”? Because, temptation
gets us close to what our lower nature wants. We want to be happy, satisfied and
fulfilled. We think that sin will make us happy, satisfy us and fulfill us. James
noted, “Every man is tempted when he is drawn away by his own lust and

enticed” (James 1:14). When Jesus told us to pray “lead us not into temptation,”
He recognized our nature was bent to wander from God. Jesus was giving us a
key to overcome our sinful nature.
When you pray “lead us not into temptation,” you are establishing a watchful
attitude over your spiritual life. This is the same prayer He gave to His disciples
in the garden after He found them sleeping; “Watch and pray, that ye enter not
into temptation; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matthew
26:41).
When you pray “lead us not into temptation,” you are asking for deliverance
from both a crisis and a process. Technically, Jesus used the word prosmos in
referring to temptation, which means process. This means, don’t put me into a
place of seduction where I wrestle with temptation every day.
When you pray, “lead us not into temptation,” you are also asking for
deliverance in a crisis. When you pray “lead us not into temptation,” you are
asking for deliverance from a massive crisis that would destroy your soul. You
are asking for the courage to say “No” in a crisis.
When you pray “lead us not into temptation,” you are asking God to keep
you from the place of temptation. Jesus used the Greek preposition EIS that
means, “into.” “Don’t lead me into temptation.” There are many prepositions
that the Lord could have used when teaching on the Lord’s Prayer. The Lord
could have used the Greek preposition EN which means, “Don’t lead us into the
very middle of temptation.” The Lord could have used the Greek word EPI,
which means don’t lead us around the edge of temptation. That would mean that
we could come near to temptation by walking about it. The Lord could have
used the preposition PARA, which means, “Don’t lead us around the outside of
temptation.” This is illustrated by a person walking around a house. Nor did the
Lord use the preposition DIA, which means “leads us through the middle of
temptation.” That would be leading us into temptation and out of temptation. But
the Lord said, “Do not lead us EIS,” which means “lead us not into temptations
influence with the purpose of sin reaching or touching us.”
When you pray “lead us not into temptation,” you are recognizing the
leadership of God to give you victory in a moral test. Sometimes, that test will
come to you as a young Christian. What may seem insurmountable; with God’s
help can be overcome. Later on in our life that same test returns to us, and this
time it doesn’t faze us. That temptation is a paper tiger that is toothless. That test
is no longer suited to our spiritual maturity. So the test means nothing.

SEVENTH PETITION
PROTECTION PRAYING DELIVER US FROM THE EVIL
ONE (MATT. 6:13, NLT)
Scriptures tell us satan is trying to destroy every Christian. “Stay alert!
Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion,
looking for someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8, NLT).
The seventh petition of the Lord’s Prayer is about waging spiritual warfare…
and being triumphant. When you pray, “Deliver us from the evil one,” you are
confessing that there is, indeed, an evil one in conflict with God and with you,
and that God is your Deliverer from the devil’s schemes. It is a prayer for
deliverance.
Life is a test, but it is more than that: It is a war between two powerful
(though not equal) armies. The outcome of the war has already been decided (see
Rev. 20:7-10), but lesser battles will be waged until the end of time. Satan hates
God and you belong to God. Therefore, you will be attacked and must learn to
defend yourself.
Satan’s name means “adversary.” It’s an accurate title, because he is opposed
to everything God is for. And God is for you (see Romans 8:31)! The enemy and
his forces of darkness will do all they can to come between you and God’s
answers to your prayers. He will fight tooth and nail to derail your pursuit of
God’s will.
That is why you pray, “Deliver us from the evil one.”
Take an honest look at your life, evaluate your weaknesses and avoid those
areas where you are most likely to be tempted. Paul tells us, “Abstain from all
appearance of evil” (1 Thess. 5:22, KJV). He also says, “Flee these (evil) things”
(1 Tim. 6:11).
Don’t give in to satan; the apostle Peter said to “stand firm against him, and
be strong in your faith” (1 Peter 5:9, NLT). How can you become strong in your
faith? Pray and fast! Read, study and memorize the Word.
Jesus told His disciples, “Watch ye and pray lest ye enter into temptation”
(Mark 14:38, KJV). Keep watch! Stay alert! The apostle Paul advised, “Put on
the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil” (Eph. 6:11, NKJV). Get ready! Dress yourself for battle!

Prayer is a key way you prepare yourself to withstand the devil’s attacks.
When you pray “Deliver us from the evil one,” you declare your total
dependence on God to protect and defend you. You acknowledge that it is His
power, not yours, that will overcome the enemy. The psalmist offered this
promise: “THE LORD SHALL PRESERVE YOU FROM ALL EVIL; HE SHALL PRESERVE YOUR
SOUL. THE LORD SHALL PRESERVE YOUR GOING OUT AND YOUR COMING IN FROM THIS
TIME FORTH, AND EVEN FOREVERMORE” (Ps. 121:7-8, NKJV). Get ready by
drawing close to your Defender.
When you pray, “Deliver us from the evil one,” the secret of victory is not
your ability to pray, or your ability to fast, or even your act of surrender. The
secret is a Person: Jesus Christ. The secret is the Powerful One: Jesus Christ. “If
the son makes you free, you shall be free indeed” (John 8:36, NKJV).

Chapter 6

JESUS’ HIGH PRIESTLY PRAYER THE NIGHT
BEFORE THE CROSS
HILE on earth, Jesus prayed at many places, about many things, showing
many different postures and prayed with different people. But in this
“high priestly prayer” just as the high priest had to go into the Holy of Holies
alone on the Day of Atonement, so Jesus slipped into the temple this night to
pray. The Bible doesn’t say where He prayed the prayer of John 17. Jesus and
the disciples had left the Upper Room (John 14:31), and the next geographical
location described Jesus and the disciples going into the Garden of Gethsemane
(John 18:1). I believe Jesus knew the way into the Holy of Holies, and He knew
what doors ere open that night and when the “gate keepers” were not there. He
prayed in the Holy of Holies, just as all the high priests in the historical line had
prayed in that place. After all, if the high priest enters the Holy of Holies to
intercede for all Israel on the Day of Atonement, isn’t that a good reason for
Jesus to intercede for the world at the same place?

W

Many people want to call The Lord’s Prayer the one prayed in many
churches every Sunday (Matthew 6:9-13). But it deals with the seven petitions
disciples should pray, not the petitions Jesus should pray, i.e., specially, the
phrase, “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors” (Matthew 6:12, KJV).
Jesus could not pray this request because He never sinned. So we will call it The
Lord’s Prayer because of Christian tradition. It is a prayer that must be prayed by
all believers because Jesus instructed us to pray it daily.
But technically the prayer in John 17 is The Lord’s Prayer, because that was
Jesus’ unique prayer. Only Jesus could pray these requests. We see Jesus opening
up His heart in this chapter praying about three things. First, Himself, second He
prays for His disciples, and third for those who would follow Him in future ages.
Not only is this a unique prayer, it opens up the heart of Jesus as never seen, at
least until He later prays in the Garden of Gethsemane.
Bishop J. C. Ryle called it, “These verses begin one of the most wonderful
chapters in the Bible. It is a chapter in which we see our Lord Jesus Christ
addressing a long prayer to God the Father. It is wonderful as a specimen of the
communion that was ever kept up between the Father and the Son, during the

period of the Son’s ministry on earth.” (J. C. Ryle, Bible Commentaries:
Expository Thoughts on the Gospels – John 17, studylight.org, available
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/ryl/john-17.html, <accessed November
8, 2018>.)
Many scholars said this chapter is the simplest language, yet has the most
profound content in all scripture.
Jesus used many redemptive phrases in this prayer: salvation (17:2),
representation (17:9), preservation (17:12), sanctification (17-19), identification
(17:21), and glorification (17:22).
The key word to understanding this prayer is the title, “Father.” As a matter
of fact, the term Father (Pater), expresses Jesus’ attitude and confidence in
prayer. He was not begging for mercy but relating as a son to His father.
Therefore, it is an intimate prayer, readers go behind the veil into the Holy of
Holies to listen to a private conversation between the Son of God, and His
heavenly Father. The next day, the veil in the temple that symbolically kept
humanity from approaching God, would be ripped from top to bottom, opening
the way to give everyone an entrance into God’s presence.
In this prayer, Jesus makes seven specific requests. First, He asked to be
glorified (17:1), second, that His original glory would be restored (17:5), third,
for the protection of His disciples and future believers (17:11, 15). The fourth
request is for their sanctification (17:17), and His fifth request is for their
unification (17:21-23). His sixth specific request is for their eventual
glorification (17:24), and the seventh for the salvation of the whole world
(17:21). Out of 26 verses Jesus only spent five verses praying for Himself. And
even then, He was not praying for personal needs, rather; prayed so others would
benefit.
In this great prayer, Jesus on eight occasions tells that believers were given to
Him by the Father (17:2, 6, 9, 11, 12, 24). Because Jesus was the Father’s love
gift to the world (John 3:16, 1 John, 31), now Jesus says believers are the
Father’s love gift to Him.
Next, Jesus prayed about things that are freely given to Christians.
Remember Paul said in Romans 8:32, “God freely also gives us all things”
(ELT). In this prayer these things that are given are eternal life (17:2), the
Father’s name (17:6, 26), the Father’s words (17:8, 14), His own joy (17:13),
and His own glory (17:2).

1. Jesus prays for Himself (17:1-5)
Key Word: Glorify: Jesus begins praying by reminding the Father that, “the
Hour is come (17:1, ELT). The term hour does not mean an exact time but refers
to Messianic fulfillment or Messianic revelation. The “hour” is for the ultimate
revelation of His messianic purpose to the world. He has come to the earth to die
for the whole world, i.e., to die for the sins of the world. This “hour” was the
most crucial event of eternity. Before Him—the Cross—in this prayer He is
offering Himself as the final sacrifice for all sin of all people ever born. In this
prayer He prepares for the cross where He actually completes the transaction of
salvation.
The word “glorify” (doxason) is aorist active imperative and is the only
personal petition that Jesus makes. Notice He is not asking for dying grace, or
for strength to endure the Cross, or any of His personal needs. He was praying
that the Father would be glorified in His death. It was not just an execution, it
was a sacrificial death whereby God and man were reconciled (2 Cor. 5:19).
When Jesus tells the Father, “You have given Him (Jesus) authority over
everyone” (John 17:2, NLT), technically the phrase, “everyone” in the Greek is
pares sarkos, “all flesh,” which is a Hebrew idiom meaning all of humanity.
Jesus is placing Himself above all people, and He is going to die for all people.
But this is not universalism, i.e., that everyone will be eventually saved. Because
Jesus died for all does not mean all will go to heaven. Jesus quickly indicates the
necessity of personal belief by saying, “And this is the way to have eternal life—
to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, the one you sent to earth”
(John 17:3). He died for all so that each can make a decision to be saved.
One more thing about knowing the only true God (17:3). The word
alethinom means “true” not in opposite to wrong, but rather in opposite to false.
They would know God as the true God in nature, as opposed to all claims of
false gods.
This is the only time Jesus refers to Himself as Jesus Christ in the English
translation. Perhaps this is wrongly translated. It is a predicate accusative that
should be translated, “and Jesus whom you sent as the Christ.” The word “sent”
(apesteilas) is in aorist tense emphasizing the historical fact that Jesus was sent
to fulfill the prediction of Messiah.
But Jesus prays to be glorified, “with thy own self” (17:5, KJV). What was
He asking? The Greek expression, paraseautor, is a Greek idiom meaning “at the
side of,” or “in your own presence.” Again, Jesus is describing His own

humiliation, a term that means He laid aside His glory to become flesh.
When Jesus became man-flesh (Phil. 2:7, 8), He did not become human in
order to receive glory, but rather; set aside His own glory and emptied Himself to
become human. But in that act, He received even greater glory as the God-Man.
2. Jesus prays for the eleven, John 17:6-19
Key word: Keep. Now Jesus turns His attention to pray for the eleven
disciples. He makes three requests; first, for their security, “Keep through thine
own name those whom thou hast given me” (John 17:11, KJV). Second, He
requests their deliverance, “Keep them from the evil one” (John 17:15, NKJV).
His final request was for sanctification, “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word
is truth” (John 17:17).
God the Father not only answered all three of His requests for the eleven,
God has been answering this request for all believers since the early church.
As Jesus prays for the eleven, He noted, “They have kept Your word” (John
17:6). Does He mean absolute obedience? Perhaps not! Before the night is over,
ten of them will run away, to hide when Jesus is arrested. Therefore, Jesus meant
they kept their word by first recognizing Him as a representative of God (John
17:7). Second, they had received and believed what Jesus has preached to them
(John 17:8), and finally, their willingness to hear and obey the Word of God with
conviction concerning His deity (John 17:18). The word “kept” means they had
committed their lives to Jesus Christ.
In the next statement Jesus said, “I do not pray for the world” (John 17:9).
This statement has to be understood in context, for a little later in Gethsemane
He would pray for the world (Luke 23:24). In His high priestly prayer, Jesus is
limiting His present request to the eleven disciples and in the next series of
requests He will pray for all other believers. When Jesus later prays for the
world, He prays that they will believe and be saved.
Jesus prays for the deliverance of the eleven. Twice He reminds the Father,
“They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world” (John 17:14, NKJV).
The phrase “the world” (kosmos), is the created physical world, with the sum
total of people in the world. And what is the world? God loves the world (John
3:16), i.e., people; yet it was the world that chose to reject Jesus (John 1:10, 11).
Also, the world represents all those who stand against Jesus with satan, who is
call the “Prince of this World” (John 12:31).
Then to make sure there is a difference between the world and evil, Jesus

prays that the Father would come and “keep them from the evil one” (John
17:15). The Greek construction is ablative case meaning “from the evil one.”
This is the same prayer Jesus made in the Lord’s Prayer, i.e., Matthew 6:13.
3. Jesus’ prayer for all believers, John 17:20-26
Key word: One. In this third major section of His high priestly prayer, Jesus
prays for all believers, all over the world, of all times. He identifies this group
with a participle (pisteuonton) meaning “believing ones.” Technically, this is a
present tense participle suggesting that all believers in the future are seen by
Jesus as actually already believing in Him. And what does He pray for them?
First, that they may be one (John 17:20-23), and second, that they “see all the
glory you gave me because you loved me even before the world began!” (John
17:24-26, NLT).
Actually, Jesus did not pray for the union of believers that all would be
together in one large denomination, such as one large church, i.e., all people, of
at all time, of all races. Rather, He was praying for a spirit of unity, “that they
may keep on being one” (John 17:11, 21, 22, 23, ELT). This means they would
be oneness of heart, oneness of service, and oneness of devotion to Jesus Christ,
not necessarily physical union, because the word One (hen) is neuter singular. If
Jesus was praying for one church, He would have used the masculine (heis).
Technically, at the time the disciples were a unit of eleven men, but they
lacked a unity of spirit. The true way to find unity is to be one with Christ in the
Father (John 17:21).

JESUS PRAYING IN GETHSEMANE
We know that Jesus’ high priestly prayer in John 17 is separate from His
intercession in Gethsemane. Why? Because in John 18:1 (NKJV), it says, “When
Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His disciples over the Brook
Kidron, where there was a garden, which He and His disciples entered. Judas,
the betrayer, knew this place because Jesus had often gone there with His
disciples.”
Jesus knew he had a long night ahead of Him that would end only when He
was arrested, and taken to trial before dawn came up on Friday. After that, He
would be crucified and hung on a cross in agony.
As Jesus went to pray in Gethsemane, He would wrestle with sin, agony and

He faced death. This was the reason He became human, so He could redeem all
people, as the Lamb of God who dies to take away the sin of the world (John
1:29).
Up until this time, Jesus had never experienced sin, nor had He experienced
the suffering related to the cross. So He chose to spend His final hours in
Gethsemane in agonizing prayer to His heavenly Father as He faced the issues of
death…atonement… for all humanity…for all eternity. In this prayer, He sought
to determine if there might be another alternate to the cross.
“My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with
Me” (Matt. 26:38), Jesus instructs Peter, James and John. Then He leaves them
to go about a stone’s throw away to pray in solitude. There, He makes one of the
most difficult prayer requests of His life. “O My Father, if it is possible, let this
cup pass from Me…” (Matt. 26:39). While we read the words quickly, Jesus
struggles with this prayer for over an hour. When He returns to his disciples,
“What! Could you not watch with Me one hour?” (Matt. 26:40).
Jesus felt turmoil. This is evidenced by the length of time He spent in prayer,
plus the physical exertion, “And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then
His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground” (Luke
22:44).
Jesus had asked the inner three of His disciples to watch with Him; they
didn’t. They soon tired and fell asleep.
Jesus took a break in His intercession to come talk to His disciples. What
was He seeking? Did He want them to pray with Him? Did He need a break
from intense prayer? Did He want to share with them the burden of the request?
Perhaps, we don’t really know why He came back to His disciples. But He found
them asleep.
“Watch with Me” (Matt. 26:38). The Greek imperative for “watch” is to keep
awake, to be prepared for whatever may come, to be attentive.
What did the cup represent? Some feel the cup represented His coming
death, because in another place, the Bible states, “He tasted death.” Some have
second opinions that the cup represents His agony, suffering, and intense pain
that He would endure. Perhaps, but more likely, the cup represents the wrath of
God’s punishment against sin, it wasn’t the punishment of Roman soldiers, it
was the Father’s divine wrath poured out on Jesus as sin-bearer. God’s awful
punishment on the sin of the world was placed onto Jesus Christ when He
became sin for us (2 Cor. 5:21).

Because the disciples were not watching, they were not prayerfully engaged
in the trauma of the evening. Since they had not prepared themselves by
watching, they were not prepared for the tragedy that was about to happen. They
would run away when confronted with arrest and confrontation.
The disciples may have had good intentions of protecting and guarding
Jesus, but their good intentions were controlled by their sleepy bodies.
The prayer in Gethsemane was the hinge of history, for all redemption hung
on the ability of Jesus to get through to the Father and get an answer. When the
Bible says, “At last He stood up again and returned to His disciples” (Luke
22:45, NLT), it suggested that He was stretched out on His face praying
earnestly.
This wrestling in prayer was described by the author of Hebrews, “He
offered prayers and pleadings with a loud cry and tears, to the one who could
rescue Him from death. And God heard His prayers for His deep reverence for
God” (Heb. 5:7, NLT).
Jesus’ whole being was plummeted, i.e., His intellect, emotion, and will; no
part of Jesus’ inner man was untouched that night.
Even in the middle of unbearable pressure and prayer, Jesus never rebelled
against His Father’s will. He prayed, “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup
away from Me” (Luke 22:42, NKJV). Another gospel says, “If this cup cannot
pass away from Me…, Your will be done (Matthew 26:42). Notice He never
once went against the Father, or refused to do what was required. He prayed,
“Nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done” (Luke 22:42). Jesus was asking
the Father if by His power and love, He could save the world apart from His
suffering on the Cross. In essence, Jesus was asking if there was another way to
accomplish the Father’s divine plan. Jesus was not asking for God to change His
plan, but rather, for God to carry out His plan of saving the world, according to
divine plan and purpose.
Someone said that “truth-praying,” is when you completely surrender
yourself to God. Therefore, in Gethsemane Jesus truly prayed because He
completely surrendered to do the Father’s will; and He knew He would have to
do it in the Father’s way. He would have to be punished for the sins of the world.
Jesus responded to extreme pressure of the evening by extreme praying. But
notice, this was not the first time He prayed, and this was not the only time He
prayed. And you, if you are not praying during good days, how will you pray
when pressures come, when your life is at stake? What could you learn? Pray

every day as though it is the last prayer! Pray every time as if only God could
answer! Pray every time with a yielded heart! And pray every time with a
trusting will.
The prayer of Jesus in the garden is so much different from most prayer
meetings of our day. We pray relaxed, we pray casually, we pray for God to bless
us. But there will come a time when you need Jesus…you need Him right
away…and you need Him desperately. Then you will pray like Jesus in
Gethsemane. Yes, all prayer cannot be agonizing. There must be times of happy
prayers and rejoicing as you praise the Lord. Also, there has to be times of deep
agonizing prayer.
Could the Father and Jesus have redeemed mankind through the death of
Jesus on the Cross without His praying in Gethsemane? Can God do anything?

Chapter 7

JESUS’ PRAYER FROM THE CROSS
ESUS spoke seven sayings on the cross. These seven sayings are famous
throughout Christian history and they are usually taught and preached during
the Easter season. Technically, three of His sayings were explicit prayers. First, a
prayer of forgiveness to those who were responsible for His crucifixion. Second
a prayer for deliverance to God asking why He is forsaken on the cross. His
third and final prayer for reunion with the Father. “Into Your hands I commit
My spirit” (Luke 23:46, NKJV).
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The other four sayings from the cross imply His prayer desire, i.e., so they
could be classified as prayer. When He told the repentant thief, “Today you will
be with Me in paradise” (Luke 23:43), this could be His prayer of salivation. He
told His mother and John, “Behold your son…behold your mother” (John 19:2627). Could be a prayer of relationship. Jesus also said, “I thirst” (John 19:28),
which could be a prayer of universal need. His statement, “It is finished” (John
19:30) could be a triumphant prayer over evil.
Jesus spent approximately four hours in trial and preparation before different
religious and Roman authorities. The actual crucifixion of Jesus began around
9:00 in the morning. It didn’t take long to nail Him to the cross, and to place it
upright into position. He spent those first three hours suffering at the hands of
men. Around noon, the sky became dark for three hours. The next three hours
Jesus suffered at the hand of God as He died for the sins of the world. Toward
the end of that darkness, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to
bottom (Mark 15:38). God, the Father, realizing His Son had died for the sins of
the world, now opened up the Holy of Holies. The symbolic veil, separating God
and man, was removed. All humanity can approach the Father through Jesus the
Son who died for them.
The Roman centurion who was supervising the crucifixion of Jesus saw all
the events of the cross; he could only come to one conclusion: “Truly this Man
was the Son of God” (Mark 15:39).

THE SEVEN SAYINGS OF JESUS ON THE CROSS

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34,
NKJV).
“Today you will be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43).
“Woman, behold your son!” “Behold your mother!” (John 19:26, 27).
“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46)
“I thirst” (John 19:28)
“It is finished!” (John 19:30)
“Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit” (Luke 23:46)

The death of Jesus was both natural and supernatural. The Roman soldiers
did what they usually do, they executed Jesus to die as humans die. When Jesus
prayed, “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit,” this represented His
natural death.
But there was also a supernatural element in his death. Jesus was the eternal
Son of God, so death had no claim upon Him. Even Pilate acknowledged he
could find “no fault” in Him. So, for God the Son to die, He had to yield to
death, so He “yielded His Spirit.”
Jesus’ death demonstrated both His powerlessness in the hands of evil men,
yet we see His power controlling all circumstances. The fact that Judas did what
he wanted in betraying Christ, and the fact that the Sanhedrin planned to crucify
Him long before this day, and the fact that Pilate could have let Him go but
turned Him over to the crowd to be crucified; all these demonstrate a seemingly
powerlessness Jesus Christ in the hands of others. But, at the same time, a
powerful Jesus said, “I lay down My life, that I might take it again” (John 10:18,
ELT).
The powerless Son of God cried out, “I thirst.” At the same time the
powerful Savior forgave sins, welcomed a repentant thief into heaven, and
“finished all the requirements of salvation.” At the cross Jesus demonstrated the
most powerful authority and ability of God to do what God wanted to do and has
power to do; He loved the world and died for the sins of all. Yet it seems sin and
the power of satan was in control.
1. A Prayer of forgiveness
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34,
NKJV).

This terrible travesty of justice was done in the sight of the people of
Jerusalem, Roman authorities, the followers of Jesus, and anyone who was
watching. The cross was in place, the Savior was nailed to it, and there He hung
silently. Most prisoners being executed cried out in pain, or cursed their
executioners, or begged for mercy, or spoke despicable words, but not Jesus.
How significant…instrumental…He left us an example of what to do when
we are persecuted or at our hour of death. Jesus’ words expressed His continued
ministry of prayer…a prayer of forgiveness.
When Jesus said, “They know not what they do.” Who are “they” that Jesus
is praying for the Father to forgive? There were many people who were
responsible for the death of Christ. First, it was the religious leaders of the
Sanhedrin, also priests, Pharisees, Sadducees, and Jewish teachers. They had
schemed to get rid of Jesus for 18 months, and now they had gotten it done. Did
Jesus forgive them? The disciples had run away and deserted Him. Did Jesus
forgive them? Judas had betrayed Him, did Jesus forgive Him? The Roman
courts had unjustly executed Him, did Jesus forgive them? The Roman soldiers
executing Jesus did the actual job, did Jesus forgive them? Could there be many
others who could have come to the aid of Jesus Christ but didn’t? Those He
healed…those He cast out demons…those He taught…and those who followed
Him? Was He forgiving them?
But the bigger question is “Is Jesus forgiving you and me?” Since Jesus died
for all, he died for you and He died for me. Yes, Jesus was asking the Father to
forgive all the above…and you…and me.
Was this prayer answered? Yes. Over 3,000 in the city of Jerusalem were
saved on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:41). A few weeks later, 5,000 men were
added to the early church including husbands, wives and children, perhaps
25,000 (Acts 4:4). Yes, they were forgiven. Also, there were many priests who
would be eventually saved (Acts 6:7). They were included.
Isaiah 53 predicts many things about the death of Jesus. “He is despised and
reject of men…a Man of sorrows…acquainted with grief…wounded…
bruised…He was…stricken, smitten of God and afflicted…wounded for our
transgressions…bruised for our iniquity…He “poured out his soul at the death”
(Isa. 53:3-12). But then the chapter ends with this prediction, “He shall make
intersession for transgressors” (Isa. 53:12). Jesus’ prayer of forgiveness was the
fulfillment of the prediction of His intercession for forgiveness at His death.
Jesus prayed for forgiveness because, “They know not what they do” (Luke

23:34, KJV). The Jewish leaders ignorantly thought they were fulfilling the
law…Pilate ignorantly thought he was doing what the people asked…Judas
betrayed Him for money… the eleven disciples fled for self-protection …the
crowd didn’t support Him because of intimidation by Roman laws. His
executioners were only doing what their job demanded, not realizing they were
crucifying the God of the Ages, the One who had power to forgive them. None
knew what they were doing.
2. A Prayer of salvation.
“Today you will be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:42-43, NKJV).
Initially, the two thieves that were crucified with Jesus, one on the right and
one on the left, joined in with the antagonistic crowd to ridicule Jesus and curse
Him. But one of the men realized He not only was dying physically, He was
condemned spiritually. When this thief expressed his faith, “Remember me when
You come into Your kingdom” (Luke 23:42), that’s all it took. An act of his
volition motivated by what he saw and how he felt. His decision was enough to
gain him entrance into eternal life. And so Jesus prayed, “Today you will be with
Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43).
And what is Paradise? Some say it is a beautiful place of peace, rest, no sin,
and acceptance with God in heaven. Others say Paradise represents living with
Jesus. Dispensationalists say it is that place where Old Testament saved
individuals went when they died, called Paradise and Abraham’s Bosom (Luke
16:23). It is delayed Paradise until Jesus paid the price of sin on the cross for
them because the Old Testament blood of lambs didn’t take away sin, only
covered sin. The word atonement means covered. So when their sins were
forgiven by the blood of Christ, “Jesus led captivity captive into heaven” (Eph.
4:8). He emptied paradise and led a parade of all the Old Testament believers
into heaven. Jesus was the first to enter…triumphantly and victoriously…and led
the great triumphant parade of Old Testament saints. Finally, Paradise represents
being in God’s presence. When Jesus arose from the dead and victoriously took
His place at the right hand of God, the Father, He took all believers with Him.
Actually, the thief was saved the instant he turned to Jesus Christ and called
Him “Lord.” But more than that, he is a representative of any and all who call
upon Jesus, simply praying, “Lord, save me.” There are two or three lessons we
can learn from the thief. Even when you’ve committed the worst of sins, or when
you come to the very end of life, it is never too late to call Jesus, Lord, and ask

for salvation.
But in this act, we see the saving-compassion of Jesus Christ. Rather than
thinking of Himself, Jesus gave His full attention to the man who was dying with
Him. Jesus understood that He was dying, just as the thief understood he was
dying, so Jesus could identify with him. But no matter what, we see the savingcompassion of Jesus Christ saving the thief on the cross.
3. A Prayer of Relationship
“Woman, behold thy son…behold thy mother” (John 19:26-27, KJV).
The third words of Jesus from the cross involve His mother, Mary, who was
standing there with the apostle John. Note carefully that Jesus did not call her by
name, nor did he identify her as His mother. He was saving her from any ridicule
or rejection from the crowd. All the hostility and hatred that Jesus was receiving,
He didn’t want directed to His mother.
John had followed Jesus all the way from the Garden of Gethsemane to
Calvary. We see evidence of John at the trial, and he probably followed Him all
the way to the cross. When John saw them drive the nails into Jesus’ hands, he
knew the end was near. It’s then that John left Calvary outside the city walls to
walk inside the city to his own house. Apparently his father Zebedee owned a
fishing business with his sons James and John. According to tradition, they
caught fish in the Sea of Galilee, transported them by camel to sell in the city of
Jerusalem. Zebedee had a house in Jerusalem, and his son John was living in that
house on this occasion. John went to tell Jesus’ mother of His imminent death.
After Jesus committed Mary to the care of John, “From that hour that disciple
took her unto his own home” (John 19:27, KJV).
When Mary saw her son dying, she might have thought about the night when
He was born in the stable, because there was no room at the inn. She might have
remembered His first bed was a feeding trough which was a manger. The Bible
says, “She kept all these things and pondered them in her heart” (Luke 2:19).
Now Mary was standing at the foot of the cross watching her Son die. What did
she remember?
Jesus was the first son born to Mary and the oldest child in a family. There
were at least seven children born to Mary and Joseph (Matthew 13:55-56).
Technically, it was Jesus’ responsibility to take care of His mother, the duty of
the first born. So, one of the last things Jesus did, was to transfer His

responsibility, delegating it to John. The Bible identifies John as, “The disciple
whom He loved standing by” (John 19:26).
Mary’s standing at the foot of the cross fulfilled Simeon’s prophecy. When
Joseph and Mary took the baby Jesus for dedication in the temple, Simeon met
them and blessed the baby Jesus. This godly man’s blessing was more
efficacious than the priests who were waiting in the temple that day to bless
children. Remember, these are the priests who would eventually kill Jesus. The
Father in heaven had His Son blessed by godly Simeon out among the people.
Simeon was extremely old and ready to die. So he prayed, “Lord, now let
Your servant depart in peace” (Luke 2:29, ELT). There was Simeon’s prediction
concerning Mary, “Yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul” (Luke 2:35,
NKJV). As Jesus hung on the cross, the sword was dangerously close to piercing
the heart of Mary.
What was Jesus’ suggesting when He said to John, “Behold, your mother!”
(John 19:27)? Jesus was telling John to let his love for Him (Jesus) be expressed
in the way, he (John), will take care of Mary for the rest of her life. Tradition
tells us Mary stayed under the family care of John. Even when John moved to
Ephesus to become pastor, tradition tells us that Mary lived in a house in
Ephesus and died there.
Even though Jesus was the God-Man, He had earthly responsibilities. He did
not ignore His responsibilities to His mother, and assigned her care to the one
disciple He could trust the most, the youngest disciple, John.
One more observation, Mary, “stood by the cross” (John 19:25). Usually it’s
the aged parents who go first, and children have to prepare for the passing of
their mother or father. But here it was Jesus at age 33, and Mary is standing by
the cross. She would have probably stayed there but after the commitment of
Mary to John as his mother, he took her home.
4. A Prayer for Deliverance
“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46).
The fourth statement of Jesus from the cross was directed to the heavenly
Father, although Jesus could not call Him Father on this occasion. This cry
should startle us. This was a most extraordinary cry in history, it was the cry of
our suffering Savior.

First, we should be startled that Jesus called Him, “My God, My God.”
There is an abundance of references that Jesus called Him “Father.” Because
Jesus was the Son, He talked in prayer with His heavenly Father. Why in this
final moment does Jesus not recognize Him as Father? Because in this final
moment, God is not the loving Father, but the righteous divine Judge of the
universe who was punishing sin with all His wrath and hatred for iniquity.
Arguing minds can never understand the total repulsion God has toward sin.
When His Son became sin, He abdicated his role as a loving Father, and became
the fearful God who judges sin.
A second thing, Jesus was completely cut off from God…from heaven…
from everything on earth. It was an eternal separation compressed in the agony
and suffering in one swift punishing act on the cross. By our count it was three
hours, by God’s count it was eternity.
This prayer of Jesus was a cry of one forsaken and lost. What does it tell us?
It shows the awfulness of sin, that the wages of sin is death, and we should have
died on that cross instead of Jesus. This cry shows us Jesus was separated from
His Father in an eternal act on the cross.
When you look at the cross, you see the unswerving fidelity of God the
Father to prove His eternal principle of righteousness and love wrapped up in
one act of divine giving. God must always punish sin, and He did it on the cross
when His Son became sin for the world.
When you stand at the foot of the cross and hear these traumatic words of
Jesus, you should weep openly. But just as quickly, perhaps you should rejoice at
this supreme evidence of Jesus’ love for you…and me. He was God the Son and
He didn’t have to die, but He did it for all mankind. Why? Because He loves us!
This explains the Scripture, “He that spared not His own Son, but delivered
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?”
(Rom. 8:32, KJV).
5. A Prayer of Universal Need
“I thirst” (John 19:28).
We know that Jesus was God. We saw His miracles, we heard His selfevident truth in His messages, we saw His compassion and the Scriptures declare
Jesus was God …He was the Son of God. But now Jesus is thirsty. This is

evidence of His humanity.
Jesus was born a small baby, wrapped in swaddling clothes, “and Jesus
increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men” (Luke 2:52,
NKJV). He had human needs, human characteristics, and human emotions.
Notice, He was weary when He walked all day. He wept…He slept…He
rejoiced…and when He was in anguish, He groaned. Hebrews tells us,
“Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren” (Hebrews 2:17,
NLT).
When you hear Jesus crying for water, you understand the intensity of His
suffering. The sun was hot, His strength was waning, and death stared Him in the
face, what did He need…water. So Jesus asked or prayed for “water.” Psalm
69:21 (KJV) predicts, “They gave Me also gall for My meat; and in My thirst
they gave Me vinegar to drink.” As a matter of fact, almost all of Psalm 69 is a
Messianic prediction of what the Messiah would go through in His anguish and
emotions as He died on the cross for us. Written hundreds of years earlier, Jesus
knew what awaited Him on the cross, yet He willingly died for all, and for me.
In this prayer of Jesus we see the eternal need of all. We must have water, or
we die. It was Jesus who created water at the beginning of creation, now He
wanted a simple drink of water.
How magnificent His love that details this small incident that motivated one
of His last human prayers on earth.
6. Prayer of Victory, It Is Finished
“When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, He announced His
victory, ‘It is finished’” (John 19:30, KJV).
A short while ago Jesus uttered a desperate prayer from the cross, “My God,
My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Mark 15:34, NKJV). This agonizing
prayer, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me,” is the most desperate
cry ever made, for nowhere in the annals of time has God forsaken God. The
unattainable had happened, and the impossible occurred on the cross. God was
divided from God. God who was One—Father, Son and Holy Spirit, was divided
when the Father turned His back on His Son because Jesus had become the sin
of the world. The question of the ages, “Why have You forsaken Me?” (Mark
15:34, NKJV).

Now a short time later, Jesus prays the greatest declaration ever uttered, “It is
finished” (John 19:30). “Being finished” was not the desperate prayer of a
helpless martyr. No! It is not a prayer uttered in frustration as though this agony
is now over. It is not the last gasp of a worn-out survivor…No! When Jesus said,
“It is finished,” it announced the greatest victory ever uttered.
Why greatest? Because the phrase, “It is finished” is the hinge between all
the frustration in the Old Testament and the prelude to all the glory and blessings
of the New Testament. All the sins, of all the people, of all time, was condemned
at the judgment throne of God, but Jesus dealt with sin and paid its price. God’s
judgement of the sin of mankind is finished.
But more than that, when Jesus said, “It is finished,” He was saying the
entire plan and purpose of God from eternity past is now wrapped up, it is
finished. Why did God create all the heavens, including all the angels in the
presence of God, including the massive stars of the universe, and even our small
earth and its sun and moon? All the reasons why God created them—“it is
finished.”
Remember, everything was created to bring glory to God, and that He might
be praised for who He is, and what He would accomplish. And so the greatest
glory of God shines from the cross when Jesus announces to the universe and
eternity, “It is finished.”
Do you think the earth and universe are a magnificent declaration of God’s
glory? Do you think that the creation of an incredible human—men and women
—with all their intricate reason, ability and potential is great; when Jesus said,
“It is finished.” This declaration finishes the greatness of what He began.
Of all the music composed in the world, and of all the books that have been
penned by scribes, and of all the empires fashioned by man, and of all the
inventions discovered by humans, and all the wisdom of the ages, none is greater
than this statement, “It is finished.”
Why? Because when Jesus said, “It is finished,” it is three words in English.
But in Greek, “It is finished,” was one simple declarative word, tetelestai. “It is
finished.” In that simple statement Jesus wraps up God’s great passion and
purpose of history. Everything that God planned in the past is accomplished, de
jure. Also, everything that God will do in the future is finished, De facto. From
the beginning until the end, God’s has always one consuming purpose. On the
cross, it is finished.
The first question from the children’s catechism asks, “What is the chief end

of man?” The question is answered, “The chief end of man is to glorify God and
enjoy Him forever.” And Jesus’ prayer statement from the cross, “It is finished,”
brings the greatest glory ever to God.
Why? Because “It is finished” displays the grace of God, i.e., His loving
kindness forgives sins and faults and accept humans into His presence.
The statement, “It is finished,” is the greatest display of the love of God. Just
as love is giving, so God gave more than any human could ever fathom. Jesus
gave up His glory. Jesus gave up His life. Jesus gave everything, and ultimately
the Father gave His greatest of all, the Father gave His only begotten Son to die
for the sins of the world.
We could ask, “What was finished?” Perhaps the first was the sufferings of
Jesus Christ were coming to a close. All of His agony the previous night when
He struggled in prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane, “It is finished.” All the
pain from the beatings, crown of thorns, nails in His hands and feet, thorns in
His brow, and spear in His side; all the pain is finished. But sometimes, more
than physical pain is finished; all the emotional trauma that comes from
rejection, sarcasm, hateful speech, cursing, and blaspheme. All that is finished.
But there are greater things that are finished. The sacrificial work of
salvation is finished. All the unnumbered sacrificial lambs that were slain, and
blood that was shed, to only cover the sins of every saint in the Old Testament;
all those sins are now, washed away, and separated as far as the East is from the
West. Atonement is finished.
But beyond atonement, propitiation is finished. Propitiation is satisfaction,
and what is satisfaction? The wrath of God to punish sin is satisfied. God no
longer is angry at your sin. You were destined to punishment for your sin.
Propitiation is finished…punishment of sin is finished…the debt has been
paid… finished!
Redemption is finished. Redeemed means to buy back. The blood of Jesus
Christ is the price paid to buy back the souls of all people. When Jesus shed His
blood, there is nothing more He can give to cleanse you from sin. When Jesus
sacrificed His life for your sin, He could give no greater gift. Redemption is
finished.
Reconciliation is finished. And what is reconciliation? The joining of God
and man. When Adam and Eve rejected God and hid from Him in the garden,
it’s a picture of their turning their backs on God. Because of sin, God turned His
back on Adam and Eve, and all the human race to be born in the future. “When

Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread
to everyone, for everyone sinned” (Romans 5:12, NLT). And what is
reconciliation? It is God turning around to face mankind. God is now reconciled
(2 Cor. 5:19). Now humans must be reconciled; now each and every person must
turn around to face God. Each and every person must repent, call on the name of
Jesus to be saved and enter into the presence of God. They can do it because
every barrier to their salvation…. “It is finished.”
Prophecy is fulfilled. Think of all the many predictions in the Old Testament
about the coming of Jesus Christ. Those who study Scripture will remember God
promised Eve in the garden, “Her seed would bruise the head of the serpent”
(Gen. 3:15, ELT). The death of Jesus Christ brought victory over sin and death,
but most of all victory over satan. Lucifer, the deceiver of mankind, is given the
death sentence…it is finished.
But not only the predictions about satan, sin, and salvation are fulfilled…all
the other prophesies that point to the coming of Jesus Christ are fulfilled. In
essence prophecy is now fulfilled. “It is finished.”
The divine purpose of why Jesus became flesh is now completed, it is
finished. In the beginning God created Adam out of the red clay in the Euphrates
Valley, God sculptured a human being in His likeness and image. And what
image was that? It was the blueprint of what Jesus would become when He was
born on earth; it was a foreshadowing of the birth of the Son of God into
humanity. Adam the first created man is a divine foreshadowing of Jesus. He
became flesh. The purpose of the incarnation was to create a human being in His
likeness and image that would bring glory to Himself. Because God is free and a
self-determined being, He gave self-determination to man. And in man’s
freedom, he chose to sin; man denied God’s rule over his life. Man sinned.
So Jesus became flesh to live in a human body. Why? So He could live the
perfect life that Adam never lived, nor any other human being ever lived. Jesus
did not have a sin nature and He did not sin. He was without desire for sin in act,
or plan or determination. Jesus was sinless. And now, the whole purpose why
Jesus became flesh, is completed. The incarnation is finished.
The Law’s requirements are finished. And what did Jesus do? The Scriptures
state, “He cancelled the record of the charges against us, and took it away by
nailing it to the Cross” (Colossians 2:14, ELT). The Roman soldiers thought they
were nailing the hands of Jesus to the cross, but they were doing more. Every
broken Law was being nailed into the wood of the cross. Every demands of the

Law, that man be perfect and righteous, these were nailed into the cross.
And what is Law? Law is the extension of the nature and power of God, it is
His energy by which He directs all His activities; He controls the world through
law, it is the power of God Himself in action. The law of gravity mandates all
things are irreversibly drawn toward the center of the earth. Nothing breaks that
law, nothing floats or flies away; all things hurdle downward to the center of the
earth. And when you violate that law, there are consequences. For a short fall,
there are small consequences. For a great fall, there is bodily injury and maybe
even death. So what does the Scripture say, “For what the law could not do in
that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, that
the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit” (Romans 8:3, 4, NKJV). So,
the cross declares that the Law is finished, that means the law is satisfied,
wrapped up, and no longer cast people into hell. It is finished.
The Scriptures declare, “God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, to redeem those who were under the law” (Gal 4:4, 5, NKJV).
Jesus came and was born and lived under the Law, but perfectly kept the Law.
He testified, “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did
not come to destroy but to fulfill” (Matthew 5:17).
Therefore, the eternal consequences of the Law were ended so Jesus said, “It
is finished.”
So what must you do? “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to
everyone who believes” (Romans 10:4). Jesus is saying from the cross to
everyone, “For by grace you have been saved through faith” (Eph. 2:8). Those
who come to Christ by faith can say about all of the consequences of their sin,
“It is finished!”
7. A prayer of reunion with the Father
“Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit: and having said thus, He
gave up the ghost” (Luke 23:46, KJV).
This prayer is the last words or prayer of Jesus before He expired, i.e., died a
physical death. Look at it carefully, this is a prayer of faith and He knew where
He was going. It was a prayer of confidence because it was a loud, shouting
prayer of confidence. Jesus knew the One to whom He was committing this

precious treasure of Himself. It was to His Father.
At this point Jesus’ soul/Spirit was being separated from His physical body.
That is the human definition of death.
When Jesus prayed, “I commend,” it was an example for all people. Every
Christian at their last act of their life, can leave their flesh to enter into the
presence of God their Father.
Notice this is the seventh statement of prayer by Jesus. Throughout
Scriptures the number seven is the number of perfection or completion. There
are seven days in a week, because God created everything in six days, then on
the seventh day He rested. God rested saying it was “very good.” So what God
did in the beginning, Jesus was now doing on the cross, in His seventh prayer,
He is going to rest. Now Jesus’ work was done so He could rest, so He
committed His Spirit to His Father. Remember, Jesus has already said, “It is
finished.” Just as Jesus rested (with the Father and Holy Spirit) on the seventh
day because creation week was finished, so now the Savior on the cross enters
the place of rest because His work is done; He commits His Spirit into the
Father’s hands.
Three hours earlier Jesus had cried out calling Him, “My God, My God.”
Now at the end, Jesus returns to His favorite title calling Him Father. The
alienation that He suffered when He became the sin of the world was over.
Jesus’ first prayer from the cross begins with His favorite title, “Father,
forgive them…” (Luke 23:34, NKJV). His last prayer from the cross ends again
with His favorite title, “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit” (Luke
23:46, KJV). That means Jesus began His prayer in complete fellowship with the
Father. But now the cup of suffering has been drained…it is empty. The
punishing wrath of judgment spent itself. Three hours of darkness has passed,
and now Jesus is once more in close relationship to His Father. He can cry,
“Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.” His relationship will never be
broken again.
Don’t lose sight of that favorite phrase, “Father.” That was the first recorded
title Jesus uttered in the Bible, “Wist ye not that I must be about My Father’s
business?” (Luke 2:49, KJV). And at His last prayer Jesus speaks before His
death, directing His prayer… Father.
This intimate title, Father, can be yours. You gain that intimacy through
Jesus, “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God” (1 John 3:1).

Look at the phrase, “Into Thy hands.” Ever since Jesus was arrested, He has
been in the hands of sinners. Did not Jesus warn, “The Son of Man shall be
betrayed into the hands of men…and they shall kill Him” (Matthew 17:22-23).
Again Jesus said in the Garden of Gethsemane, “The hour is at hand, and the
Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners” (Matthew 26:45). Christ could
have avoided arrest, He could have fled into the night. But, “He must be
delivered into the hands of those sinful men” (Luke 24:7). Peter preached on the
Day of Pentecost, “With wicked hands” (Acts 2:23, ELT), they crucified Jesus.
Interesting, the Son of Man was delivered into the hands of sinners, so now
Jesus was delivering His soul into the hands of His heavenly Father. What a
paradox!
Why did Jesus commend Himself into the Father’s hands at His death?
Because He had been in the hands of His Father throughout His entire life here
on earth. In Luke’s gospel Jesus said, “Father, into Thy hands I commend My
spirit” (Luke 23:46, KJV). That is Luke showing Jesus’ human role. Matthew
shows Jesus in His kingly role, “Jesus, when He had cried again with a loud
voice, He gave up the ghost” (Matthew 27:50, ELT). The Greek should be
translated, “He dismissed His Spirit.” This is an expression of a ruler in authority
dismissing a servant. Jesus was the Son of David, King of the Jews, dismissing
His Spirit to His heavenly Father.
In John, the gospel shows Jesus’ Deity and power, “Jesus bowed His head
and released His spirit” (John 19:30, ELT). Two things were necessary for Jesus
to deliver up His Spirit. First, there must be a complete satisfaction offered for
the price of all sins—He had done that. But second, as a sacrificial offering He
must die—now, and He does that in His death.
The end is not yet reached. Jesus is still in control of Himself conquering
death, by crying with a loud voice, one last command. He delivers up His Spirit
into His Father’s hands.
So what can we say? Jesus had a unique birth…a unique life…and a unique
death. No one was ever born like Him…lived like Him…or died like Him. The
only one who could have done this was Jesus Christ, the God-Man.
In His final statement, “I commend My spirit,” remember, that you are
identified with Jesus in His death, burial, and resurrection. Therefore, when
Jesus is commending Himself to the hands of the Father, He is also commending
you into the care of the heavenly Father. Just as the Father accepted Jesus, so the
Father will accept you in Jesus, and you shall live with Jesus there forever.

And you are in the Father’s hands. What else is there to gain, but life…
eternal life. Some call it eternal security, but that is too theological, and that
phrase divides good people. But you are in the Father’s hands, you have His life.
Remember Jesus said, “My Father which gave them to Me, is greater than all;
and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father’s hands” (John 10:29, KJV).
One last word, since Jesus is our example, notice it is important that Jesus
gave up His Spirit. He knew His body was dying, and soon it would be a corpus
buried in a tomb. But the Spirit is our precious treasure, it is the real you, and my
spirit is the real me. When we are in the Father’s hands we are in safe hands.
Therefore, when it comes your time to die, pray with Jesus, “Father, into Thy
hands I commend my spirit.” These words will express your care for your soul,
your safety in the Father, and you willingly followed Jesus.

CONCLUSION
Jesus prayed as the cross was lifted up—symbolically—between earth and
heaven. He prayed seven great truths while on the cross. Then He prayed and He
died. It was a deliberate –prayer, because He knew what He was doing. It was a
knowing-prayer, because Scripture declares, “Knowing that all things were now
accomplished” (John 19:28, KJV). It was a commanding-prayer because He
shouted. It was a witnessing-prayer, for all to know He was in command, and for
us to know He did it for us. It was an earth-shattering-prayer, because of the
quaking of the rocks. It was a heaven opening-prayer because the veil was torn
from top to bottom. It was a benediction-prayer, because He yielded up His
Spirit.
The death of Christ was the most unique of all in the world for He died for
the sins of the world. His death was most natural that all man expect for Jesus
died in the flesh. His death was the most expected death, for who could live after
going through all the torture Christ endured. Yet His death was the most
magnificent death of all, even the Roman centurion exclaimed, “Truly this man
was the Son of God” (Mark 15:39).

Chapter 8

JESUS’ PRAYER MINISTRY CONTINUES
ESUS did not stop His prayer ministry just because He went back to heaven.
After He was raised from the dead in a transformed body most thought He
would change what He did in intercession on earth. But His first words to His
disciples in the Upper Room where He appeared to them was the same thing as a
prayer for them. He came back to the Upper Room speaking the same words He
spoke when He left the Upper room on late Thursday evening. Was this word a
prayer of blessing on them, as a hedge against fear, or a prayer promise for their
inward stability or strength? What was the word…?
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Peace…a wonderful encouragement to discouraged disciples who did not
know what to think…what to do…where to turn…and what was coming next.
Jesus first said, “Peace!” That was Jesus’ example to them while He was living
among them in the flesh. Peace was everything He promised in the past. Now,
He provides everything in this one word…peace!
If Jesus had been praying for them on the first Easter afternoon, He now
gives them the thing for which He prayed. He gives this one word…peace. But it
was not the word He spoke…it was His presence. So when Jesus prayed for
peace, He gave it to them in His presence.
When you suffer inner turmoil, quiet is not always the experience you need.
You need more than relief from pressure and troubles. You need inner assurance,
you need inner peace! You find peace in Jesus’ presence. So remember when
you pray for peace, what you really need is Jesus. So, when you seek Him and
find His presence, you will find peace.
What was the first thing He did in the Upper Room? He showed them the
wounds in His hands and His side” (John 20:20, NLT). The scars were the
irrefutable evidence that they would have peace. As the disciples looked at the
scars in His hands and side, they should have realized they were looking at
symbols of forgiveness, cleansing, and redemption. Remember, “He was
wounded for our transgressions…with His stripes we are healed” (Isa. 53:5,
KJV).
Before He preached to them or even explained the cross experience, He

showed His disciples His scars. These were His beauty marks. For the beauty of
our salvation is seen in His wounds. So His scars are the most beautiful “brand”
for the Christian life. Most people hide their scars, or cover them up with
clothing, and some even try to erase them with medicine or surgery. But Jesus’
scars were evidence of the most beautiful thing in the world; God became flesh
and suffered in the flesh for our sins and His physical body died. Scars that
remind us of His death are the most beautiful marks in this world.
Jesus’ scars convinced His doubtful disciples who He was and assured them
He had risen from the dead. “Behold My hands and feet, that it is I” (Luke
24:39, NKJV). If Jesus showing His wounds helped His disciples the first time,
think what happens next time He appears in the clouds at the rapture. We will
look up to say, “What are these wounds?” Just as Jesus showed His wounds in
His first appearance after the resurrection, He will show His wounds in his last
appearance in the sky, “These are the wounds I received at the house of my
friends” (Zech. 13:6, ELT). He will show us His beauty marks.
Perhaps you will say, “Who were these friends that wounded Jesus?” The
answer is simple, it was me and every other person for whom Jesus died. Those
wounds—beauty marks—represent our salvation, and Jesus magnifies them.
And what was the response of the disciples? “When they saw him, they
worshiped him; but some doubted” (Matt. 28:17, NKJV). Yes, some fell at Jesus’
feet to thank Him and worship Him for salvation. Others fell at His feet in
gratitude for His victory over the evil one. Still others worshiped Him just for
His presence and Himself. What will be your response?
But the scars did not convince everyone, for the Bible says that some
doubted (Matt. 28:17; Mark 16:14). Are you doubtful when you see His scars,
and were you puzzled when you see Him being nailed to the cross to suffer and
die? Your doubts are the reason you don’t worship. When you fully understand
who Jesus is, and what He has done; then you will worship. Ask Jesus to remove
the scales of unbelief from your spiritual eyes so you can see Jesus and worship
Him.
There was another group that Jesus ministered to early on Sunday morning:
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, Salome, Joanna and other women.
They had come to anoint the body with spices. Why? These were the women
that had stood on a hill nearby and watched the crucifixion of Jesus (Mark
15:40). Then they watched Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus lead their
servants to take Jesus’ body down, wrap it in linen, anoint it and place it in the

tomb of Joseph of Arimathea (Mark 15:47).
These women came back early Easter Sunday morning to find the stone
removed, and the body gone. They were met by an angel who said, “Don’t be
afraid…. I know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He isn’t here! He
is risen from the dead, just as He said would happen. Come, see where His body
was lying. And now, go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the
dead, and he is going ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there” (Matthew
28:5-7, NLT).
As the women were rushing back into the city of Jerusalem, Jesus met them.
They immediately fell at His feet to worship.
Jesus never technically asked anyone to worship Him. But because of the
greatness of all His miracles, and the magnificence of His character, and the
depth of His teaching; who could do anything else but fall at His feet to worship
Him. At this moment Jesus was receiving the prayer worship of the women who
were pouring out their love-emotions of adoration to Him.
Have you ever told Jesus that you are grateful that He is alive, and have you
ever thanked Jesus for His new resurrected body? Have you ever thanked Him
for indwelling your heart? His physical body is now at the right hand of God
making intercession for you (Heb. 7:24-25). Yet, His spiritual indwelling
presence indwells your heart. Why don’t you bow right now in prayerful worship
to Him, show Him your gratitude and complete adoration.
Later that day Jesus met two disciples as they were walking from Jerusalem
to their home in Emmaus, approximately seven miles away. They were confused
that Sunday afternoon. They were distraught over the news they heard about
Jesus’ death and burial. Then they were shocked and disturbed by reports that He
was alive and had been seen by several of the disciples. They wanted to believe,
but could they believe…should they believe?
As the couple were discussing these issues, they did not notice a stranger had
joined them and was listening. He asked,
“What are you discussing so intently as you walk along?” (Luke 24:17,
NLT). Their spiritual eyes did not recognize it was Jesus, nor did they recognize
His voice. Jesus was not ready to reveal Himself.
The couple suggested that the stranger was the only one who had not heard
the news circulating all over Jerusalem that Jesus who was crucified had been
seen alive early that morning. Then Jesus began to teach them what prophets had

predicted about Himself—the Messiah. He quoted from Moses, then from the
prophets, and then He referred to all the Scriptures, including Psalms and
historical books, Jesus was “explaining from all the Scriptures concerning
Himself” (Luke 24:27).
As they approached their house in Emmaus, the couple asked the stranger to
come and lodge with them that evening. It was getting late. As they sat down to
eat, Jesus took bread and blessed it, “and their eyes were opened, and they
recognized Him. At that moment he disappeared” (Luke 24:31).
While Jesus was praying over this meal, He was technically answering their
prayers. Since prayer is a two-way conversation between you and God, Cleophas
and his wife did not realize they had been talking Jesus. He manifested Himself
briefly to answer their questions. His explanation of the Scriptures gave a basis
for revelation soon to follow. As Jesus broke the bread, similar to the way He
broke the bread at the last Supper; their spiritual eyes were opened.
They returned immediately—seven miles back—to Jerusalem to tell
everyone, “Our hearts burned within us as He talked with us on the road and
explained the Scriptures to us” (Luke 24:32, ELT).
Over the next 40 days Jesus appeared intermittently to different groups at
different times, in different ways and for different purposes. Technically, Jesus
was not praying with them yet. He would do that when He returned to the right
hand of the Father in heaven.
While with His disciples, Jesus instructed, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the
Father sends you the gift He promised” (Acts 1:4, Luke 24:49). This reinforced
the promise that He made on Thursday night that the Holy Spirit would come.
This was also the promise of the Father found in Joel 2:28, “I will pour out My
Spirit on all flesh” (NKJV). Jesus reinforced this promise again just before
ascending into heaven when he said, “In just a few days you will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:5, NLT).
This was a promise that John the Baptist had made preaching in the
wilderness even before Jesus appeared and was baptized. John had promised,
“He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 3:11).
And how did this happen? The eleven disciples prayed for 10 days, plus
other men followed and many women—120 altogether (Acts 1:15). “These all
continued with one accord with prayer and supplication” (Acts 1:14, NKJV).
They were not just waiting, they were not sitting around expecting God to send
the Spirit. Their passion was to pray the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise. And what

was that? He promised the Holy Spirit and power.
This was truly faith-praying, for they were asking for something they had
never experienced, and perhaps had never seen. They were asking for the
coming of the Holy Spirit who would give them power and the ability to do what
Jesus had commanded. And what was that?
Jesus had commanded that they go and preach the gospel to everyone in the
entire earth (Mark 16:15), and they were to make disciples of all ethnic groups
(Matt. 28:19). Their duty was not only to preach to all people, and influence the
world, they were to make disciples in every ethnic group in the world. A
comprehensive command and strategy that was so big they could not do it in
themselves. They needed the Holy Spirit and the power that was promised. And
what did Jesus promise?
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you
will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem,
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8, NLT).
What an audacious goal, they were to preach the gospel to every person on
the entire earth. No human could conceive of a vision this massive and all
inclusive. Only God Himself who created the world and ruled the world would
conceive a task this all-inclusive. But the command went much further than just
telling the recipients or hearers of the gospel. Those who believed were to be
baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. They were to be more
than just hearers and believers, they were to be followers of Jesus. Each believer
was to be a follower who identified with other believers in a local assembly.
Then each were to preach the gospel to make disciples out of lost people. And in
Jesus’ command, each new disciple must become a disciple-maker of another
person, i.e., to reach everyone in the entire earth.
That command is why churches came into existence. They were baptized as
a new believer in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, because they
received Jesus Christ as Savior. Then they became members of a local church.
But that was not all. When each received Christ as Savior, they were spiritually
added into the universal body of Christ (Eph. 1:21-23), and they were baptized
into that body (1 Cor. 12:13). That body is made up of all believers in the church
age. Because they were spiritually baptized into the body of Jesus Christ, they
completed the picture by water baptism with other believers, i.e., they were
congregationalized.
But the process multiplied. Not only was each disciple expected to make a

disciple of another, each congregation was responsible to congregationalize
another congregation.
What a beautiful strategy, not based on outward kingdoms, governments, or
national identities. Jesus wanted people from every political kingdom, every
national government, every ethnic race, men, women, boys and girls—to be
members of His body. The responsibility of each is to know Jesus, grow in Jesus,
and everyone become a reproducer so that they win another to Christ who then
will become a reproducer to win someone else.
Forty days after the crucifixion (Acts 1:4), Jesus ascended into heaven. He
gradually began to ascend into heaven and the disciples watched Him go; they
could not take their eyes off the event. “As they strained to see Him rising into
heaven, two white robe men suddenly stood among them” (Acts 1:10, NLT).
These men—angels—asked the disciples, “Why are you standing here staring
into heaven? He will return from heaven in the same way you saw Him go”
(Acts 1:11).
By what power did He ascend? First, the Bible describes His ascent by the
power of God, the Father who lifted Him up and brought Him back into the
heavenly abode. But also, the Bible indicates that Jesus ascended by His own
power. Because the Father and Son always acted together, Jesus returned to
heaven under both authorities.
Most Bible students are familiar with that scene that took place on the Mount
of Olives. But other Scriptures suggest what happened after the disciples could
no longer see Him because of the clouds.
Mark describes Jesus taking a seat at the right hand of the Father, “When the
Lord Jesus had finished talking with them, He was taken up into heaven and sat
down in the place of honor in God’s right hand” (Mark 16:19). Peter described
this event when preaching on the Day of Pentecost quoting from Psalm 110:1,
“The Lord said to my Lord, sit in the place of honor at my right until I humble
your enemies, making them a footstool under your feet.”
This event also described Christ, “Who being the brightness of His glory and
the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His
power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of
the Majesty on high” (Hebrews 1:3). The most important phrase in that verse is,
“He sat down.” But notice this action is based on three causes to explain who
Jesus Christ is.
First, it describes Jesus as being, “the brightness of His glory.” The word

being tells that Christ was not less than God, nor did He lose any of His qualities
of Deity when He became flesh. But rather, even in His humanity Jesus had all
the essence of Deity, i.e., He had the brightness of glory. The key thought is the
preeminence of His divine nature. The attributes of Deity were neither added to
Him when He ascended on high, nor was it taken from Him when He became
flesh. The word “brightness” suggests radiance or shining forth, i.e., just as the
sun always shines even when you cannot see it, Jesus was always God, even
when people saw Him in human flesh. Jesus was divine glory, even when they
saw Him as a baby lying in the manger, or in the mutilated body hanging on the
cross.
The second phrase, “expressed image of His person.” Image is the word to
print or to perfectly represent an original design. Just as a printing press always
perfectly reproduces its type, so Jesus always perfectly represented the divine
Person and power of God.
The third phrase, “upholding all things” suggests the eternal power of God.
God runs the world by laws, and remember law is the extension of the nature and
Person of God and is the power of which He controls all things under His
jurisdiction. How does He do it? By His Word. Just as God in the beginning
spoke everything into existence, Jesus is the Word of God who speaks to our
hearts and when we believe, His Word gives us eternal life.
Hebrews also describes Jesus, “But this Man, after He had offered one
sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God” (Heb. 10:12). The
word forever, teleioo, means completion or perfection. The sacrifice for sins was
completely done. This word forever, also expresses security for those who
believe in Jesus Christ.
The book of Hebrews describes Jesus as the final High Priest who completed
the sacrifice for our sins, but as a priest He also continues praying for us.
Hebrews describes Jesus’ new priestly position, i.e., He is now the High
Priest for all of us in heaven. “But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an
unchangeable priesthood” (Hebrews 7:24, KJV). In the Old Testament the high
priest was human, and each generation saw a new priest entering the office, and
along with His sacrificing for sins, also He interceded for the people. But Jesus
has “an unchangeable priesthood” (v. 24). He is a priest once and forever.
Because His priesthood is unchangeable, He is the priest who sacrificed for your
sins in the past, and He will continue to intercede for you into the future.
“He is able also to save them to the uttermost” (v. 25). First this means our

salvation is complete in every respect. It is not limited in time, but it is secure
until the end of time. Second, it is not limited in quality, Jesus has perfect
righteousness, and that is recorded on our record in heaven. Third, He is not
limited in what He can do for us, but has perfected regeneration, meaning he
changes every part of our life when we arrive in heaven.
How can Jesus do all that? The writer in Hebrews continues, “He is holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens”
(v. 26). The King James says, “For such a high priest became us,” that means a
high priest met our every need. That means He can meet our emotional needs,
our intellectual needs, our physical needs and our needs of self-determination
and self-direction. In other words, “Jesus fits our conditions and our demands.”
How can Jesus do this? First, it says, “He is holy” means He is separated
from evil and His nature is pure holiness. Second, He is harmless, and His
influence is never evil nor does He tempt us with evil. The phrase, undefiled
means He is totally pure, not being influenced by any outside force or sin. And
finally, Jesus is “separate from sin” and that suggests that He is totally removed
from any thought or act of sin. What does it mean, “Higher than heaven”? He is
the God who created heaven, owns the heavens, lives in heaven, and rules from
heaven.
Now Christ is our Intercessor (v. 25). What does an intercessor do? First, an
intercessor listens and talks to the person in need, second, an intercessor pleads
the cause for the needy. He is called a lawyer who stands before God the Father
in heaven as an intercessor who prays for us by delivering our prayers to the
Father. Third, an intercessor prays for the people beyond what they pray for
themselves (Romans 8:26-27). Fourth, an intercessor defends a person against
any charge and vindicates that person before the accuser. Christ does that for us.
Fifth, an intercessor defends the person he is defending to the authority and/or to
anyone else. Sixth, an intercessor gives any type of assistance needed to the
person he is defending, he gives them help in any way. And seventh, an
intercessor answers any accusation or charges brought against the one he is
defending. When Christ is your Intercessor, He takes care of you spiritually in
any way possible.

AFTER THOUGHT
JESUS’ CURRENT PRAYER MINISTRY

“My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate who pleads our case before the
Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who is truly righteous. He himself is
the sacrifice that atones for our sins—and not only our sins but the sins
of all the world” (1 John 2:1-2, NLT).
We just looked at Jesus the Intercessor who presents our prayers to the
heavenly Father. That is a positive role. Now look at Jesus the Advocate, this is
His negative role. Why negative? Because the entire Scripture describes our sin.
We sin in word and deed and thought and we fail. We sin outwardly and
inwardly. We were born in sin with a sin nature. Because we are sinners, we are
unrighteous. But notice our Advocate Jesus Christ is righteous. He can deal with
our unrighteousness because He is righteous. But first look at the meaning of the
word advocate.
Jesus is called the Advocate, i.e., parakletos (Greek). That is the word for
comforter, and Jesus called the Holy Spirit the Comforter in the Gospel of John.
Many of the new versions interpret this word as “helper.” So Jesus becomes our
Advocate-Helper. The English word advocate is from the Latin for lawyer; one
who presents a case for another. Just as an attorney goes into court to defend his
client against punishment, so Jesus Christ stands in the presence of the Father to
defend us against punishment because we sin.
What happens if a Christian says they have not sinned? John calls this
ridiculous. “If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not
living in the truth” (1 John 1:8, NLT). The Bible declares, “All have sinned”
(Romans 3:23, KJV). Has any person ever lived without sin? No, not one.
But there is a second question you might ask. “If we claim we have not
sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that His word has no place in our
hearts” (1 John 1:10, NLT). Remember the Bible says that we are born in sin. “In
sin my mother conceived me” (Psalm 51:5, (NKJV).
John quickly adds, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). First, Jesus
is faithful to His holy nature and defends us from our sins because He died for
our sins. But second, He is just. He deals with us according to the law. Because
Jesus became sin for us and died for our sins, He can now be our attorney to
represent any sin we commit before God.
In our modern society, it is like a lawyer defending a client who has been

caught speeding. The lawyer can say to the judge, “I helped write the law against
speeding when I was in the legislature. I also wrote laws allowing the police to
arrest you for speeding, and I also wrote the laws about punishment, i.e., paying
a fine to forgive the infraction, and the law that requires prison for greater
infractions. Then finally an attorney can say I paid the price for the penalty so
my client is free.
As our Advocate/Lawyer, Jesus can defend us when we lose our fellowship
with the Father, to bring us back into fellowship with Him. Why, because He is
righteous.
So how can Jesus get us free when we sin? Because He is our propitiation (1
John 2:2, 4:10, Rom. 3:25). The Greek word, hilasmos, is the price paid for a
slave, to free a slave from bondage. The word, propitiation, means satisfaction;
Jesus has paid our traffic fine, i.e., He has satisfied the charges against us so we
can go free.
And what is the price that Jesus paid? “God paid a ransom to save you from
the empty life you inherited from your ancestors. And the ransom He paid was
not mere gold or silver; it was the precious blood of Christ, the sinless, spotless
Lamb of God” (1 Peter 1:18-19, NLT). Sin held you for ransom, but Jesus paid
the ransom for you. The value is far greater than any silver or gold or any
monetary price, it was the blood of Jesus.
So you have an advocate who hears you when you pray-confess your sins.
Because Jesus loves you, He wants you free. Jesus paid the price when He died
for you. Now Jesus will plead your case for forgiveness if…that word if is
conditional, and what is the condition? “If we confess our sins…” (1 John 1:9,
NKJV). When you confess your sins, you put Jesus to work in His advocacy
role. So God the Father forgives your sins.
What happens when He forgives your sins? You are now on praying ground,
you can do what Jesus asked you to do. “Ask…seek…knock” (Matt. 7:7). Jesus
prays for you so you can pray with Him to the Father.
Have you ever thought why Jesus saved you? He wants you to be one with
Him on this earth (John 14:20). Yes, but more; He wants you to grow in Him,
become like Him, and serve Him. He wants you to win others to salvation and
influence them. Yes, but more than that; He wants you to be with Him in glory.
When Jesus prayed the night before He died, He told the Father, “I want
these whom you have given me to be with me where I am. Then they can see all
the glory you gave me” (John 17:24, NLT). Just as a person wants to be with his

friends, and a man wants to be with his wife; so Jesus wants us to be with Him in
heaven.
What will we be doing? “God raised us up with Christ and seated us with
Him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:6-7, ELT). One of the
reasons Christ prayed for us in Gethsemane and ultimately died for us, was that
we might be with Him in heaven. There the Father would show us glories to
come.
What does this sound like? It sounds like fellowship…enjoying the presence
of one another. More than that it sounds like relationship…depending on Jesus
as He depends upon you. It sounds like conversation…you talking to Jesus and
He talking to you. Perhaps even more, perhaps it sounds like intimacy and
oneness. For all of eternity you will be one with Jesus, and He will be one with
you.
The night before Jesus died He promised, “You in Me, and I in you” (John
14:20, NKJV). That was fulfilled when you asked Jesus Christ to come into your
heart and save you. He came into your heart. “Now we know that Christ dwells
in our hearts by faith” (Eph. 3:17, ELT). But after He comes to dwell in our
heart, there is a second aspect that is more powerful and glorious. We are in
Jesus Christ. This is redemption identification. Yes, we were in Christ when He
died on the cross for us, and yes, in the atonement there was a double
transference, i.e., our sins were placed on Jesus so He could die and forgive
them. And His righteousness was added to our position in heaven so we might
stand perfect before God in heaven in His righteousness.
And what does it means to have the righteousness of Jesus Christ? When the
Father asks, “Why should I let you into heaven?”, you can always answer, I have
33½ years of perfect living …I am righteous in Jesus Christ.” That righteousness
is applied to our record so that we have His perfect record.

PART TWO
PRAYING WITH JESUS

50 DAILY DEVOTIONS
OME with me, let’s find the presence of Jesus so He can teach us how to
pray. These devotions will take you on a journey into the heart of Jesus to
find His passion to pray. When I learned to pray with Jesus, my life was
changed. You can have that same experience.

C

This manuscript, Praying With Jesus, attempts to enter—penetrate and touch
—the presence of God the Father. Humans cannot fully understand all of the
ramifications of praying with Jesus. They can only meet Him with worship and
praise. Let’s cut earthly ties, so we soar with angels through the heavenly
atmosphere to find yourself walking and talking with Jesus, our prayer partner.
Why did God create all things? Only the Holy Other One—He who is also
holy—explains why He does what He does. What do we know about creation?
We know creation is beautiful because it reflects the majesty of the Creator.
Creation is infinitely complex and interconnected as only an omnipotent God
could make. So, only He who can do all things doable, knows why He made it
beautiful.
To understand why God created anything, first you must understand God.
But as you begin to understand the world around you, that is a step to
understanding the Person of God. God made all things for His glory and
satisfaction. Isn’t the world’s finest music a reflection on the superiority of the
one making the music? And isn’t the world’s best painting a reflection of the
artist’s superiority over others?
So, God created you because you were generated from a line of humans that
go back to Adam, the first created human. God created people with His life, so
each person will live forever with Him, or those who reject their Creator, or
revolt against Him will be banished from His presence.
Let’s talk about what God has done for you. You receive eternal life that
comes only from Jesus’ death on Calvary. Your sin died in Jesus on the cross (2
Cor. 5:21), you participated in God’s greatest achievement. Why? Because God’s
greatest gift is salvation.

In the beginning God created people in His likeness and image. Humans are
the crowning completion of His work. But God didn’t create us as an
independent creation. No! He created people to have interaction with others
bringing glory to Himself. He communicates with those He created—it is called
prayer. Since they can communicate with Him, they have the privilege of talking
to Him, then listening to what God says in response. This is approaching God in
prayer; you enter His divine presence or sanctuary. He invited you…“Come”…
because God invites you to enter His presence in prayer.
Many people have prayed to God, but did not experience His presence. Once
you experience it, you know He is there, and you enter to worship His majesty.
Then you have difficulty explaining this experience to others. But once you have
experienced God’s presence, you can never deny Him, or what you felt in His
shadow.
When you understand prayer, you begin to comprehend God. When you
express your thoughts to God in prayer, you begin to approach God. When you
honestly pour out your soul to God, you begin to understand the reason God
placed you on this planet. But greatest of all, when you finish praying and you
find yourself in God’s heart, you have reached the highest pinnacle of humanity.
You have talked to God, and He has talked to you. You found God good, and you
know why you were born…and why you pray…and you know why you ask
questions…because God is the answer.

Week One

KNOWING THE NATURE OF PRAYER
HAT air is to the physical body, prayer is to your soul. Just as you cannot
live without breathing, so each new breath gives energy to the body. In the
same way prayer gives energy to your spiritual life. And to those who
momentarily lose their breath, or those who have a physical problem breathing,
they absolutely need a next breath because it re-energizes them. So, let each new
prayer time energize you. Now this book is written to give you new energy,
teaching you how to pray with Jesus.

W

In this first week of prayer, you will emphasize the divine nature of praying,
that it is a conversation with God…in His presence. Prayer focuses on God, not
yourself, and demands your whole person. This type of prayer is life-changing,
making prayer necessary; the mandate to pray and the goal…of human
existence. As you experience His presence in prayer, you begin to walk with
God and He talks with you. As you reach out to Him, He reaches back to you.
Therefore, start talking to the Father with Jesus.
Day 1

Prayer Is Relationship with God

Day 2

Prayer Is Conversation with God

Day 3

Prayer Is Entrance into God’s Presence

Day 4

Prayer Focuses On God the Father – Not Yourself

Day 5

Prayer Demands Your Total Personal Response

Day 6

Prayer Is Life-Changing

Day 7

Prayer Is Necessary

Day 1

PRAYER IS RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
“Jesus Himself was baptized and as He was praying, the heavens
opened, and the Holy Spirit in bodily form descended on Him.”
Luke 3:23, 24, NLT

AS Jesus praying before or after He was baptized? Was He praying before
the Holy Spirit came on Him? The answer is both. He was immersed in
prayer to His heavenly Father long before He was baptized in water. Why?
Because prayer is about His fellowship with the Father, and expressed His daily
relationship with the Father. Today you pray to the Father by asking in His name,
based on access obtained by His blood. Jesus stands at the right hand of the
Father, presenting our prayers to Him—both on earth and now in heaven. Jesus
is one in relationship with the Father.

W

When you were baptized, it was based on identification with Jesus in death,
burial, and coming out of the water. It is a picture of your new life based on your
means of identification with Jesus. Now, praying with Jesus can’t have a better
basis than that.
Father, I come to You because Jesus prayed to You. Thank You for Jesus’
death that forgave my sin to give me freedom to pray. And I came with
Jesus because I am one with Him, and Jesus is one with You. Thank You
for receiving me. Amen.
Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit. Ask for the same anointing by the
Spirit when you pray. That way you can minister like Jesus and pray like Him.
As Jesus was praying He was baptized and the Holy Spirit came on Jesus. This
book is called Praying With Jesus, why don’t you pray with Him right now to be
anointed by the Holy Spirit. Remember, this is not about Jesus’ method of
prayer, it is about His passion for prayer, His priority for prayer, and His
preeminence of prayer (Colossians 1:17).
Lord, I don’t seek new methods of prayer, nor do I need a new example in

prayer. I need Jesus to pray in His name now (Heb. 7:24, 25), and I need
to feel the presence of Jesus as I pray. But most of all, I need to pray with
Jesus to get the fullness of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
READING:
Colossians 1:11-29

REFLECTION

Day 2

PRAYER IS CONVERSATION WITH GOD
“Now my soul is deeply troubled. Should I pray, ‘Father, save me from
this hour’? But this is the very reason I came! Father, bring glory to your
name.’ Then a voice spoke from heaven, saying, ‘I have already brought
glory to my name, and I will do so again.’”
John 12:27-28, NLT

RAYER is not just talking to your heavenly Father, it’s a two-way
conversation of talking and listening. The first reference to Jesus praying is
at His baptism. He was talking to His heavenly Father, asking for the anointing
of the Holy Spirit on His life and ministry. Almost immediately the Holy Spirit
came on Him and the Father spoke back to Jesus, “You are My beloved Son; in
You I am well pleased” (Luke 3:22, NKJV). The Father answered Jesus’ request.
The Father was preparing people to listen to Jesus as He spoke to crowds. Yes,
people listened to Jesus. Next time you pray, leave time to listen to God. You
won’t hear Him in an audible voice but you will hear Him speak in your mind as
you meditate on Scripture. He will speak through your conscience, and through
the inner urges of the Holy Spirit. He will speak through your emotions when He
stops you from a planned action or project (Acts 16:6, 7).

P

Lord, I will learn the lesson of quiet meditation. I will listen to You. I
want You to talk to me, tell me where to go…what to do…and how to
treat others. Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening. Amen.
In today’s reading Jesus spoke to the Father in prayer. He responded. So you
must speak to the Father, then commit yourself to listening to Him. He has things
to tell you. Prayer is not a one-sided conversation.
Lord, I will talk to You about what I plan to do and how I need Your
anointing today. Now, I need Your direction, Your support and Your
presence. Speak, I’m listening. Amen.

READING:
John 12:20-36

REFLECTION

Day 3

PRAYER IS ENTERANCE INTO GOD’S
PRESENCE
“My house shall be called a house of prayer.”
Matthew 21:13, NKJV
“We are the temple of the living God. As God said, ‘I will live in them
and walk among them’”
2 Corinthians 6:16, NLT
“We…are becoming a holy temple for the Lord… where God lives by His
Spirit.”
Ephesians 2:21-22, NLT

E have made the modern church a place for preaching, meetings, and
classes for children. But remember Jesus wanted it to be a place of prayer,
where the Godhead dwelt; a place where you meet Him, and He visits you. What
is lacking? We no longer give prayer a central place in our church, or our private
lives. Since both Jesus and the Holy Spirit indwell the church, let’s make it a
place where we seek Their presence and They come to visit us. But first, let’s
seek His presence in our personal life in our private times of prayer. Didn’t Jesus
promise to come dwell in our lives (John 14:20), and didn’t you make your heart
Christ’s home when you were saved (Eph. 3:17)?

W

Lord, I come privately asking for forgiveness for treating prayer as a “todo” list. Thank You for settling down in my heart at salvation. Thank You
for inviting me to pray. Now I come in Your name seeking to enjoy Your
presence. Amen.
Your body is like the tabernacle in the Old Testament. It was a skin tent
covered with animal hides. Now Jesus wants to come to your fleshly tabernacle,

your human body covered with human skin. Welcome His presence there daily,
talk to Him and let Jesus talk to you. Let Jesus transform your life into His holy
dwelling place.
Jesus, come into my heart. Sit anywhere and go into any room. Make my
body Your home on this earth. While we fellowship, I have some prayer
requests to share with You. Amen.
READINGS:
Ephesians 2:14-22;
2 Corinthians 6:14-18;
Ephesians 3:14-21

REFLECTION

Day 4

PRAYER FOCUSES ON GOD THE FATHER
(NOT YOURSELF)
“When the seventy-two disciples returned, they joyfully reported to
him…. At that same time Jesus was filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit,
and he said, ‘O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, thank you….’”
Luke 10:17, 21, NLT

HEN the 72 disciples returned to report to Jesus all they accomplished,
note what Jesus didn’t do and what He didn’t pray. He didn’t take credit
for their success, nor did He give them credit. Everything Jesus had was from the
Father, and Jesus gave all the focus to the Father for what was accomplished.
That is a lot different from those who complain in prayer what has happened to
them, or the asking in prayer for their convenience, or their schedule, or some
other reason. When Jesus prayed, His focus was on the Father. And in doing so,
Jesus introduced us to His intimate title, “FATHER,” a term not used in the Old
Testament.

W

Father, I come to You with Jesus. Your Son has saved me, and He works
in my life. I come to praise You…worship You…and thank You for all You
have given me and done for me. May my focus always be on You and
Your glory. Amen.
When you come to the Father in prayer, don’t base your prayers on your
faithfulness…your past answers…or what you want from Him. It is not about
you. Remember, you were born in sin (Ps. 51:5), you have hidden sins and
deliberate sins (Ps. 19:12-13), and your sins would have condemned you to hell.
But the Father in love sent Jesus to die for your sins. When you were saved, the
Father accepted you in His Son Jesus. Now you are a child of God. You come
praying because of His forgiveness…His grace…His mercy.
Father, forgive me when I have become more concerned with myself, and
not with Your glory. Cleanse me by the blood of Christ (1 John 1:9).

Hear my prayer, I want You to be glorified in my life. Amen.
READINGS:
Luke 10:1-23;
John 17:1-5

REFLECTION

Day 5

PRAYER DEMANDS YOUR TOTAL PERSONAL
RESPONSE
“Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking,
and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you.
For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.”
Matthew 7:7-8, NLT

HEN you come to the Father in prayer, you cannot leave out anything, or
leave anything at home. When you come into the Father’s presence, you
cannot be listening to your favorite music channel, or have the television on, or
waiting for a cell phone to ring. Jesus said to love God with everything you
have, i.e., “with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind” (Matt. 22:37,
NKJV). That means your mind is focused on Him, and Him alone. Your
emotions are placed into His control. Then your will—your power of decision—
must be yielded to Him. The Father must be at the center of your self-perception
and your self-direction. God wants all of you 24/7.
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Father, forgive me when I have approached You with my agenda or my
problems, or my desires. I want You first in my life. I pray Gal. 2:20,
“Not I, but Christ.” When I focus on You, I trust You to take care of me…
guide me…protect me…and use me. Amen.
You cannot send a note to the Father saying you are sick, or busy, or you
have something more important to do. No! God wants you…He wants you to be
honest, and sincere. The Father wants you to put Him first. Scripture teaches,
“He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh” (Ps. 2:4, KJV). Do you think the
Father laughs at some of your excuses, or “games” or your hidden agendas when
you approach Him in prayer? The Father wants you to come honestly, and
meekly, and openly to seek His mercy and plead the blood of Christ, and glorify
Him, and worship Him.

Father, I am ashamed of some of the things I have done, and some of the
things I have said. Forgive me…cleanse me…fill me with your Holy
Spirit and help me be a testimony to Your grace and goodness. Amen.
READINGS:
James 4:1-3;
Psalm 2;
Matthew 7:1-8

REFLECTION

Day 6

PRAYER IS LIFE-CHANGING
“When any…turn to My Father, the veil is lifted from their hearts so they
can understand My message. Now the Holy Spirit…works in your life,
there is freedom to understand My truth. Now you with unveiled face,
look to Me to see My brightness reflected in the mirror of the Word of
God. Then you will constantly be transformed into My image by the work
of the Holy Spirit.”
2 Corinthians 3:16-18, BBJ

N prayer you become something you were not when you began. Remember in
the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus was asking for the cup to be taken from Him
and that the sin issue be solved in some other way than the agonizing suffering
of the cross. But three times the Father said, “No.” Jesus had to accept the full
cup and drink its wrath to the fullest. When prayer becomes a two-way
conversation, you will change your mind, redirect your plans, and re-image
yourself into what God wants. Isn’t that one of the contributions of prayer to
your life? Since Jesus changed, why not you?

I

Lord, I come into Your presence, don’t let me do all the talking. Slow me
down, stop me if You must and make me listen, and do what You direct.
I’ll stop talking and meditate in Your presence. I want to be like Jesus.
Amen.
Paul tells us that when we come to the Scriptures in a prayerful attitude, we
see ourselves in the mirror of the Bible. And the more we meditate on the truths
in the Word of God, the more we become like Jesus. Prayer is not enough. Then
we must search God’s Word as the beginning of our transformation into the
image of Jesus.
Lord, I see Jesus in the Bible; I want to be like Him. Help me master the
Bible, learn all I can about Jesus. Then give me a desire to be like Him
and pray like Him. Transform my prayer life. Amen.

READINGS:
2 Corinthians 3:6-18;
Luke 22:39-46

REFLECTION

Day 7

PRAYER IS NECESSARY
“Jesus lives forever to intercede with God.”
Hebrews 7:25, ELT
“Jesus went on a mountain to pray, and He prayed to God all night. At
daybreak…He chose twelve of them to be apostles.”
Luke 6:12, 13, NLT

RAYER was the defining passion and activity of Jesus’ life. Before He
preached—He prayed. Before He healed, or cast out demons, or spent a
whole day in ministry—He prayed. Before He suffered on the cross—He prayed.
Right before dying—He prayed. Prayer is not what Jesus did to obtain wisdom,
to preach, or obtain power for miracles, or to follow Old Testament priorities, or
to give you an example—He prayed because prayer was His life with the Father.
Prayer was His life and His life was prayer. The psalmist declared, “I give
myself to prayer” (Psa. 109:4, NKJV). The phrase “give myself” is not in the
Hebrew. The psalmist said, “I pray.” That describes Jesus—I pray! And what
about you? What was your first experience when you got saved? Pray! What’s
the first thing a backslider does when returning to God? Pray! How important is
prayer to you?

P

Lord, I love to pray…I need to pray…I am praying to You right now.
Forgive me for all the times I served You without prayer, and for all the
decisions I made without praying, and for all the days I didn’t pray. I
pray now for new determination to pray. Give me strength and direction
to do it (John 14:13, 14). Amen.
Prayer is life. If a man goes into space without oxygen, he dies. If a fish is
taken from its natural life in water, it dies. If you try to live without prayer, you
die. Like death creeping slowly to the one without oxygen, and a fish slowly
dying when taken from water, you’ll slowly die without prayer. Three things:

First, commit yourself to a specific time to pray. Second, make a list of all the
items for what you must pray. Third, realize you’ll die without finding His
presence in prayer.
Lord, I’ll do all three. I’m human and get busy and forget; help me. Then,
I’m not an effective intercessor, teach me to pray (Luke 11:1). Finally,
when I reach out for Your presence…reach back so I can know You and
worship You. Amen.
READINGS:
Psalm 42:1-11;
Mark 18:32-42;
Luke 6:12-19

REFLECTION

Week Two

APPLYING JESUS’ PRINCIPLES OF PRAYER
ANY people think prayer is repeating a child’s bedtime prayer, or a table
blessing before a meal, or even repeating the Lord’s Prayer. But prayer
cannot be defined in words or a formula; prayer reflects your relationship to the
heavenly Father.

M

This week we will look at seven principles that describe Jesus’ prayer life.
Each one of these prayers describe His world of prayer, and when you learn to
pray with just one principle you will connect with the Father.
But what if you could learn all seven principles of prayer? If you could apply
each of these principles, you would be practicing the prayer life of Jesus. You
would be Praying With Jesus.
Day 8

Faith Praying

Day 9

Honesty Praying

Day 10

Submissive Praying

Day 11

Asking Praying

Day 12

Persistent Praying

Day 13

Gratitude Praying

Day 14

Rejoicing Praying

Day 8

FAITH PRAYING
“One day when the crowds were being baptized, Jesus himself was
baptized. As he was praying, the heavens opened, and the Holy Spirit, in
bodily form, descended on him like a dove. And a voice from heaven said,
‘You are my dearly loved Son, and you bring me great joy.’”
Luke 3:21-22, NLT

ESUS was introduced to Israel by John the Baptizer shouting, “Behold! The
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29, NKJV). But
what was Jesus doing as He was preparing to be baptized? “As He was praying,
the heavens opened and the Holy Spirit…descended on Him like a dove” (Luke
3:21-22, NLT). Whether before or after being dipped into the water, Jesus was
praying. This was the hour of introduction, later there would be the cross and
resurrection. But as He was introduced to the world, Jesus prayed. Why?
Because praying was His life. Prayer was the preeminent quality of His ministry.
His sermons, healing and casting out demons were accompanied by prayer. He
prayed before the cross in Gethsemane and on the cross. Just as a human cannot
live without air, Jesus would not be Jesus without prayer. The psalmist said, “I
give myself to prayer” (Ps. 109:4, NKJV), but Jesus could say I am prayer.

J

Lord, teach me the importance of prayer. I study…serve…and work in the
church, but I need to love prayer, and make Jesus live through my prayer.
When I see how important prayer was to Jesus, I will discipline myself to
pray like Jesus. Amen.
Robert McCheyne said, “What a man is alone with God, this is what he is,
nothing more, nothing less.” That described Jesus, and you should make that
goal your heart’s prayer. If you are not good at words, pray. If you are not
spiritual—pray. If you feel far from God—pray. Why? Because prayer is
medicine to cure a sick soul. Just as prayer defined the life and ministry of Jesus,
so you must master prayer, and you will find Jesus as the Master of your life.

“Lord, I am praying now, so I will continue praying longer than I
planned. I will pray more frequently than I planned. I will pray more in
the future than in the past. I will give myself to prayer. Amen.
READINGS:
Luke 3:15;
John 1:19-34

REFLECTION

Day 9

HONESTY PRAYING
“Father, if you are willing, please take this cup of suffering away from
me. Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.”
Luke 22:42, NLT
“When anyone turns to the Lord, the veil of unbelief is taken away…all
who have the veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord.
Then, He makes us more and more like Him as we are changed into His
glorious image.”
2 Cor. 3:16, 18, NLT

ESUS taught us to face life greatest problems or challenges with honesty.
Jesus recognized the tremendous suffering He faced, but in submission prayed
to His Father, “Your will be done.” In His honesty, Jesus was given strength to
endure the cross. When you face your greatest challenge—meet it in prayer
before the Father—maybe God will not take it away, but you will get strength to
face it and in suffering you will glorify God. What is it going to take? The veil of
unbelief must be taken away. You must surrender in prayer as did Jesus, “Thy
will be done.” Can you do it?

J

Lord, I face a life-threatening situation. All I can say is “Your will be
done.” I will do all I can do honestly to solve it. I wait for Your
miraculous answer, and I wait for Your supernatural strength. Amen.
Most of us are afraid to realistically face our sins and problems. But there is
strength in submission to God. He knows about your weakness and problems.
Why try to hide your problems. Deal with them in God’s presence—as did Jesus.
Then go from “strength to strength” (Ps. 84:7), which means the strength you
receive in prayer becomes the strength to face and be victorious over any
problem.

Lord, I am weak, but Thou art strong. I face my day and my issues;
forgive me for any doubts. Strengthen me for victory. Take away spiritual
blindness so I can see life as You see it, then I can see what to do, then I
can see the future. Then I can face it. Amen.
READINGS:
Psalm 121:1-8;
Luke 6:45-46

REFLECTION

Day 10

SUBMISSIVE PRAYING
“And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was transformed,
and his clothes became dazzling white.”
Luke 9:29, NLT

HEN you are praying, listen for the voice of God. Jesus took Peter, James
and John to the mountain top. Then the definitive statement appears, “As
He was praying.” Note what happened, “The appearance of His face was
transformed” (Luke 9:29, NLT).

W

After Jesus talked to His heavenly Father, He spoke from heaven, “This is
My Son…listen to Him” (v. 35). When you are praying in the presence of the
Father, remember, “Listen to Him.” Don’t do all the talking. Too many rush into
prayer, quickly making their request known to God…then leave with a quick
“Amen.” Asking is not enough, listen to Him! Both you and Jesus must talk to
each other…have a conversation…you can be transformed by Jesus. Your face
will not glisten because you are not God. Moses and Elijah won’t appear to be
seen with physical eyes, but you can see them and other biblical examples in the
Word. Make prayer a transforming experience. Listen!
Jesus, forgive me for doing all the talking. I will listen for Your quiet
inner voice when I read Your Word in Scripture. Next, I will meditate on
Your Words (Joshua 1:8), I will let You speak to My memory to transform
my prayer experience. Speak, I am listening. Amen.
The old saying, “Prayer changes things” should read, “Prayer changes you.”
If your prayer experiences do not change you—transform you—then you are
missing half the opportunity of prayer. When you pray, listen for His voice. Then
think about it…make plans to do what Jesus says…then do it. Let prayer
transform your life.
Lord, I bow quietly in prayer, saying nothing. I wait for You to invade my
thoughts. Show me Your glory…may I see Jesus with new eyes and listen

with renewed ears. Speak Lord, for I am listening. Amen.
READINGS:
Luke 9:28-36;
2 Peter 1:12-21

REFLECTION

Day 10 (2)

SUBMISSIVE PRAYING
“And straightway he constrained his disciples to get into the ship, and to
go to the other side before unto Bethsaida, while he sent away the people.
And when he had sent them away, he departed into a mountain to pray.”
Mark 6:45-46, KJV

HIS is one of the many times Jesus went into the mountains to pray. He
gained strength in prayer. How did the mountains give Him strength? The
psalmist asked, “I look up to the mountains—does my strength come from
them?” (Ps. 121, NLT). No! The answer, “My help comes from the Lord who
made heaven and earth” (v. 2). Strength doesn’t come from mountains, but
perhaps there in the hills you remember God who created mountains big enough
to help you. There is something about mountains that strengthens you. No one
can create mountains but God. Man can pile up dirt to make a small sand
mountain. “Is anything too hard for the Lord?” (Gen. 18:14, KJV).

T

Lord, I am weak and sometimes doubt when I come into Your presence. I
find there my personal strength to pray. There I will find strength in
prayer. I remember how great You are; You are my mountain. You are my
strength. Amen.
Time spent in prayer is not wasted, it is invested in God and His eternal plan
for your life. A mountain is like a retreat, a hiding place. When you find God’s
presence, there you worship and enjoy His glory. Also there you pour out your
troubles to Him, and in the exercise of prayer, you find strength and confidence.
Just as mountains hold a special interest for Jesus, find God in your mountain
retreat… for renewal…and for strength.
Lord, I need a mountain; hide me in the shadow of Your presence. I will
retreat to that special place to pour out my problems and requests. There
I will pray and make my requests. Lord, I come for strength. Amen.

READINGS:
Psalms 121:1-8;
Luke 6:45-46

REFLECTION

Day 11

ASKING PRAYING
“You want what you don’t have, so you scheme and kill to get it. You are
jealous of what others have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and wage
war to take it away from them. Yet you don’t have what you want because
you don’t ask God for it. And even when you ask, you don’t get it because
your motives are all wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure.”
James 4:2-3, NLT

HERE is an old rule about praying, “You have not because you ask not.”
Elmer Towns had a high school crush on the homecoming queen who dated
all the football players. She was beautiful, popular, and a friend to all. He never
asked her for a date because he didn’t think he was good enough. He was from a
poor family, he worked all the time, and had little opportunity for a social life in
high school. Thirty years later she asked him, “Why didn’t you ask me for a
date, I admired your hard work and thought you might be a good husband.” No
ask…no date. Do you think you are not good enough to ask God for a great
answer? Remember God asked Abraham, “Is anything too hard for the Lord?”
(Gen. 18:14, NLT). Unbelief is a terrible attitude that keeps many from believing
God will answer great prayers. Unbelief keeps you from seeking His presence,
and keeps you from asking God to do something you think is too hard for Him.
Unbelief keeps you spiritually poor.

T

Lord Jesus, forgive my doubts, “increase my faith” (Luke 17:5). Forgive
me for not spending more time in prayer. Forgive me for not asking for
bigger requests. I open my heart secrets to You. I ask for faith to pray.
Amen.
Jesus’ challenge is to have greater faith. Ask Him to show you His plan for
your life (Jer. 29:11), then ask Him to give you faith to trust Him for those
plans…and think big. Then ask Him to guide your growth so you can perform
the plans and then commit yourself to do His plans–something bigger than you
originally thought–something that is a God-size vision.

Lord Jesus, You promised a good plan for my life, for good and not for
disaster. I commit myself to those plans and ask for strength to do them.
Guide me, fill me with the Holy Spirit, and use me to do them. Amen.
READINGS:
James 4:1-17;
Jeremiah 29:8-14

REFLECTION

Day 12

PERSISTENT PRAYING
“One day soon afterward Jesus went up on a mountain to pray, and He
prayed to God all night.”
Luke 6:12, NLT

HRIST was busy, but He didn’t let healing and teaching and the demands of
the crowd hijack His prayer time. Jesus spent time with the twelve, but He
had a greater agenda—prayer. With the pressure of choosing twelve disciples
into whom He would pour in ministry, Jesus spent the night in prayer before
choosing them. He first carefully chose Peter to be the primary leader, but Jesus
also knowing Judas would betray Him, made him the last chosen among the
twelve. With the future of Christianity at stake, Jesus chose to pray all night
before He chose the twelve apostles. Why? Because Jesus and the Father were
one, and through prayer Jesus would make the right choice the next day. History
proves it so!

C

Lord, forgive me for offering excuses why I don’t pray longer, and more
often, and more sincerely. Help me believe in prayer by demonstrating
my love for You by persistent prayer. Help me pray first…pray intently…
pray entirely…and pray last. Amen.
Jesus knew prayer was vital, and prayer was the avenue through which He
ministered. And after every great experience, Jesus didn’t wait around to receive
glory from the event. He sought the solitude of prayer with His heavenly Father.
Why did He pray so much and so long? Because Jesus is the Son of God and
knowing the vital necessity of prayer, He persisted in prayer.
Lord, teach me the importance of prayer. Jesus couldn’t be the Messiah
without prayer, and I cannot be His servant if I don’t pray often…before
ministry…during ministry…and after ministry. Amen.

READING:
Luke 6:1-19

REFLECTION

Day 13

GRATITUDE PRAYING
“At that time Jesus prayed this prayer: ‘O Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, thank you…Yes, Father, it pleased you to do it this way!’”
Matthew 11:25-26, NLT
“Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who
belong to Christ Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians 5:18, NLT

ESUS embraced gratitude in His prayers, He said, “Thank You!” Why?
Because He understood all the Father and Holy Spirit had given Him. James
reminds us, “Whatever is good and perfect comes down to us from God the
Father” (James 1:17, NLT). Remember, Jesus “took the seven loaves and the fish
and gave thanks” (Matt. 15:36, NKJV). Also the cup at the Lord’s Table stood
for His suffering, yet, “He took the cup, and gave thanks” (Matt. 26:27). Jesus
was always grateful, yet so many who are blinded by our self-centered lives are
ungrateful. Yes, the heart of Christian character is thankfulness to God for
salvation. We receive everything from Him. Gratitude is the least remembered of
all virtues, yet remains the acid test of your character.

J

Lord, thank You for physical life…for parents…and for every day I have
life. Thank You for food, clothing, and a place to lay my head each night.
Thank You for sleep, rest, and opportunity. Thank You for Christ’s death
on Calvary and for my salvation. I look forward to heaven, thank You for
hope. Amen.
You don’t have a perfect life, no one does, and no one ever will on this earth.
Be thankful for what you have…meager or overflowing. You are not the
smartest person on earth, nor are you the dumbest. Be thankful for what you
know, but especially thankful that you can still learn…and grow…and get
smarter. Lack of gratitude is a slap in the face of God who gives resources,

opportunity, and breath. But most of all God gives hope. If you have life, thank
God for hope.
Lord, thank You for a good mind that can say, “thank You” to Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. Thank You for inner hope. When everything seems black,
You send a small sliver of light…thank You for Jesus, the Light of the
world. He is my Light, thank You for Jesus. Amen.
READINGS:
James 1:16-27;
Psalm 100

REFLECTION

Day 14

REJOYCING PRAYING
“But don’t rejoice because evil spirits obey you; rejoice because your
names are registered in heaven. At that same time Jesus was filled with
the joy of the Holy Spirit, and he said, ‘O Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, thank you for hiding these things from those who think themselves
wise and clever, and for revealing them to the childlike. Yes, Father, it
pleased you to do it this way.’”
Luke 10:20-21, NLT
“Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who
belong to Christ Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians 5:18, NLT

ON’T think of Jesus only as sober or sour faced in prayer. Yes, the Bible
says Jesus was “a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief” (Isa. 53:3,
NKJV). This is because the cross was excruciating painful and He became sin
for us (2 Cor. 5:21). But there is another side, “Who for the joy that was set
before Him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right
hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12:2). So you weep and agonize when you sin,
but Christ has forgiven you and cleansed you (1 John 1:9). So now rejoice in
your salvation. “In Thy presence is fullness of joy” (Ps. 16:11, KJV). The
prospect of hell is past, the black night of weeping over sin is gone. Now rejoice
in a new day. Be happy in prayer.

D

Lord, I come praising You for forgiveness. Thank You for enduring the
cross for my sins. Now I rejoice in my salvation. I rejoice with You and I
am happy in Your will. Amen.
Rejoice with Jesus in His happiness. Why? Because the Father has poured
out more gladness upon you (Jesus) than anyone else” (Heb. 1:9, LB). Another
version calls it “honor” and another calls it “oil of exhalation.” When you pray

with Jesus, rejoice in His exhalation, because you are “in Him” (John 14:20). Let
Jesus’ happiness be your happiness. In this life you will have pain and problems,
but there are times to rejoice with Jesus in prayer. Remember Paul admonished,
“Always be joyful” (1 Thess. 5:11, NLT).
Lord, I rejoice in You and I agree with Nehemiah, “The joy of the Lord is
my strength” (Neh. 8:10, ELT). Forgive my complaining and doubts.
Give me confi-dence in prayer. I find assurance in Your presence. Amen.
READINGS:
Hebrews 1:5-14; 12:1-4

REFLECTION

Week Three

FOLLOWING JESUS’ PRACTICE OF PRAYER
HEN the guards were asked why they didn’t arrest Jesus they answered,
“No man ever spoke like this Man” (John 7:46, NKJV). But we would
say, “Never a man prayed like this Man.” All that Jesus was and all He
accomplished…came from His prayer life. Jesus was God, and some say, “He
didn’t need to pray.” But because Jesus was God, He enjoyed fellowship and
intimacy with the Father, all because He was God. And His prayer determined
all He accomplished. Prayer was not just something Jesus did, Jesus was prayer.

W

Would you like to be like Jesus? Would you like to do greater works in your
life than Jesus did (John 14:12)? Jesus promised, “He who believes in Me will
do the same works I have done, and even greater works… you can ask for
anything in My name, and I will do it” (John 14:13-14, NLT). Jesus had all
power (Matt. 28:18), and He tells us to ask in His name (John 14:13). This week
we will examine some of Jesus’ prayer habits. From them we can learn to Pray
with Jesus
Day 15

Jesus Prayed at Various Places

Day 16

Jesus Prayed at Various Times

Day 17

Jesus Prayed Short and Long Prayers

Day 18

Jesus Prayed Using Various Body Positions and Postures

Day 19

Jesus Prayed Alone and in Front of a Crowd

Day 20

Jesus Prayed for People in General and for Specific Individuals

Day 21

Jesus Was Motivated to Pray Differently

Day 15

JESUS PRAYED AT VARIOUS PLACES
“Jesus…went out to an isolated place to pray.”
Mark 1:35, NLT
“Go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray in private.”
Matthew 6:7, NLT

XAMINE where Jesus prayed…in gardens, the fields, desert, closet, etc.
There is a time for public prayer…short…to the point…to the Father. But
public prayer is not for intimate fellowship with the Father. When you pray in
public, invite the listeners to pray with you and talk to the Father in heaven.
Once a minister was complimented, “That was the greatest prayer ever offered to
an audience.” The man of God corrected, “That prayer was offered to God in
heaven.” Private prayer is a personal conversation with the Father, He talks to
you, and in response, you reply to Him. There are many reasons why people
don’t like others to ease drop on their private conversations. Also, there are
many of the same reasons why you want your prayers private between you and
the Lord. No matter how or when you pray…the secret is praying.

E

Lord, I confess private sins that others don’t know. I also confess there
are places and times I like to pray, more than certain other times and
places. Remind me prayer is my relationship with You. Remind me to
pray any place, any time for all reasons. I will focus on You, not on place
or position. Amen.
Jesus prayed at many different places, and He used various physical
positions, and prayed at various times. But the secret is He prayed. The secret of
prayer is communication. Prayer was Jesus face to face with His Father. The
lessons of prayer are learned in relationship with the Father. It’s alright for you
to use different locations and different physical positons, and to pray at any and
all times—only if you remember prayer is talking with Jesus to your heavenly

Father.
Father, forgive me for putting emphasis on the many ways I pray, Forgive
me for only copying the position Jesus used, but neglecting relationship
with You. Forgive me for emphasizing the length or place of my prayers.
Drive me back to a transforming experience with You. I come to talk to
You now. Amen.
READING:
John 17:1-18

REFLECTION

Day 16

JESUS PRAYED AT VARIOUS TIMES
“Before daybreak the next morning, Jesus got up and went out to an
isolated place to pray.”
Mark 1:35, NLT
“Could you not watch with Me one hour?”
Matthew 26:40, NLT

ESUS seemed to pray at all different times; that does not mean He was always
praying. He prayed early in the morning before others got up. “Before
daybreak the next morning, Jesus got up and went out to an isolated place to
pray” (Mark 1:35, NLT). “After telling everyone good-bye, he went up into the
hills by himself to pray” (Mark 6:46), about 3:00 in the afternoon, Jesus came
walking toward them” (Mark 14:23, 34). He prayed all night (Luke 6:12). When
He fasted for 40 days, He did not spend all that time praying, but He was in
constant contact with His Father… meditating…talking…praising…
fellowshipping in prayer. When there was a need–Jesus prayed.

J

Jesus, I come to You so often, and I pray so little, forgive me. I love You
and want to serve You more. Help me…strengthen me… teach me…guide
me…help me. Amen.
While we can pray any time, any place…on any occasion; you should
establish a habitual time that is dedicated to prayer. Reserve that time and guard
it, so you can spend time with the heavenly Father just as Jesus did. When Paul
tells you, “Never stop praying” (1 Thess. 5:17, NLT), it does not mean you
should pray 24/7. It does not even mean stay in a constant attitude of prayer. The
Greek word intermittently means when needed. Think of your intermittent
windshield wipers, it means they work only when raining, or only when needed.
When should you pray? Whenever the need arises!

Jesus, teach me to pray like You prayed…at all times of the day and
night. Teach me to pray in all occasions…in happy occasions and when
tensions and trials come. Teach me to pray. Amen.
READING:
1 Thessalonians 5:15-28

REFLECTION

Day 17

JESUS PRAYED SHORT AND LONG PRAYERS
“Jesus…was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, where He was tempted
by the devil for forty days and forty nights, Jesus ate nothing.”
Luke 4:1-2, NLT
“Jesus went up into the mountain…He prayed to God all night.”
Luke 6:12, NLT

OW long does it take to get an answer to prayer? Don’t measure the success
of Jesus’ prayers by the clock. Jesus was talking to His heavenly Father.
What drew Him to prayer… His love for the Father, it was their relationship of
intimacy. It didn’t take 40 days or one all night prayer to get a request answered.
Forty days was not about Jesus’ prayer request. It was about talking with His
Father. Think of a couple first falling in love—they spend long hours talking.
What do they talk about…nothing they can remember! It was all about their love
for one another. Do you have that kind of relationship with your heavenly
Father? Remember it is not about your request, it is about your love to Him. You
need to stay in His presence to find what that relationship can mean to you.
Prayer is enjoying fellowship with God.

H

Lord, forgive me for praying by the clock, and forgive me for being tied
to my prayer list, and forgive me for focusing on my selfish needs. Jesus
said, “The Father seeks worship” (John 4:23), so I come to know You
and enjoy Your presence. Amen.
Some of Jesus’ prayers were short, but the world turns on these few words.
“Father forgive them” (Luke 23:34, NKJV) shows His tremendous love and
desire to forgive. “It is finished” (John 19:30). In those few words, Jesus
wrapped up the entire Old Testament and its legalistic requirements. His was not
a long prayer, made up of well-crafted sentences, nor was it intended to be
beautiful. Some prayers were short…to the point…and effective. What kind of

example is this? His prayers communicated an idea…based on His relationship
with the Father…asking for specifics.
Lord, teach me to pray short prayers for specific results, based on what
You want done, and Your ability to get the answer done. But also, call me
into extended times of prayer for fellowship and intimacy with You.
Amen.
READINGS:
Luke 6:12-16;
John 17:1-18

REFLECTION

Day 18

JESUS PRAYED USING VARIOUS BODY
POSITIONS & POSTURES
“He…knelt down and prayed.”
Luke 22:41, NLT
“He…bowed with His face to the ground, praying.”
Matthew 26:39, NLT
“The Jesus looked up to heaven…Father, thank you for hearing Me.”
John 11:41, NLT

OME wrongly associate the effectiveness of prayer with a sacred place like a
chapel. But Jesus prayed in a garden, in a mountain, out in the desert, the
wilderness and in a house. Some wrongly think prayer must be associated with
bodily position such as folding the hands, or kneeling. But Jesus was standing
when He prayed at the tomb of Lazarus (John 11:41), kneeling in Gethsemane
(Luke 22:41), and He fell on His face (Matt. 26:39). This corrects any
misunderstanding about what bodily position is needed to pray. Since Jesus is
our greatest example to teach us how to pray, then we learn that bodily position
is secondary. What is primary? Our heart position for prayer is our relationship
to the heavenly Father.

S

Father, I bow my heart to You, no matter where I am and the posture of
my outer body. Open my spiritual eyes see You; my spiritual heart
reaches out to You. Open my spiritual ears to hear You. Let my spiritual
fingers touch You. You are here, You are real, and I come praying for
forgiveness, for acceptance, for blessings and for usefulness. Amen.
Think of all the times Jesus spent the night in prayer. What would happen if
you did that? It is persistence in prayer that prepared Him for ministry; prayer

didn’t make Him dull or useless. Prayer was natural for Jesus. As a matter of
fact, His life was characterized by prayer so much that we can say, Jesus was
prayer. Now you get the great honor of praying with Jesus…now…every day…
any place… from any physical posture.
Lord, thank You for Your example of prayer. I will learn how to pray to
You, and what to pray and when to pray, and I will be persistent in
praying. Amen.
READING:
Luke 22:29-51

REFLECTION

Day 19

JESUS PRAYED ALONE & IN FRONT OF A
CROWD
“Before daybreak the next morning, Jesus got up and went out to an
isolated place to pray.”
Mark 1:35, NLT

RAYER is relationship with God, and your intimate relationship with God is
built on private, intense prayer and union to the Father. Why private?
Because you need time and privacy to get to know Him. Did Jesus seek isolation
to know His heavenly Father, or did the Father use the time to know His Son?
Both! When you absolutely need another person, you pursue personal
communion. People say I have so much work to do, I can’t make time to pray.
Why not say, I must have communion with God, so I will put work off until I can
get more done through prayer. The essence of prayer is not asking for things, but
opening your heart to God, and giving Him time to open His heart to you.

P

Lord, the psalmist said, “Early will I seek You” (Ps. 63:1, NKJV). I will
follow Jesus’ prayer example early each day. It’s not things I desire, nor
is it requests I seek. You said, “Ask” so I am asking to know You better …
more intimately…now. Amen.
Jesus blessed the food before 5,000 people and when the 72 disciples
returned from their successful ministry, Jesus prayed with them (Luke 10:17-21).
When they brought a group of children to Jesus He blessed them (Mark 19:1415, NLT). He prayed when Peter, James and John were with Him in the home of
a synagogue leader (Mark 5:40-43).
Lord, I pray in Your presence, whether with one or many. I pray with all
groups of people because there is work to do. I need Your power, Your
guidance, and Your blessing. Amen.

READINGS:
Psalm 63;
Mark 1:29-39

REFLECTION

Day 20

JESUS PRAYED FOR PEOPLE IN GENERAL &
FOR SPECIFIC INDIVIDUALS
“Simon, Simon, satan has asked to sift you like wheat, but I have pleaded
in prayer for you, Simon, that your faith should not fail.”
Luke 22:31-32, NLT

EARN the lesson of specific prayer from Jesus, because He prayed for
specific people, about specific issues, and He prayed for specific results.
Maybe you “do not have because you do not ask” (James 4:2, NKJV). Notice
three times in today’s Scripture that Jesus specifically called Peter’s name. Do
you pray for people by name, or do you pray the usual, “Lord, bless the church.”
Notice again Jesus prayed about a specific issue. Peter was going to be tempted
and tried thoroughly. Do you pray about specific issues committing them to the
Father in prayer? A third observation, Jesus asked for a special result. He wanted
Peter’s faith not to fail. Part of the verse, not quoted above, “and when you have
returned to Me, strengthen your brothers” (Luke 22:32).

L

Lord, teach me to pray how You prayed (Luke 11:1). Teach me to pray for
people by name, calling their name before You. Then teach me to focus
my request on the problem or issue they face. When I do that, I will have
more empathy for them. Finally, teach me to pray for results in their life.
Help me see what You can do for them and give me faith to believe You
for the answer. Amen.
Don’t just look at Jesus’ prayer for the 11 disciples, “My prayer is not for the
world, but for these… (disciples)” (John 17:9, NLT). Then Jesus prayed for all
those who would become believers after the disciples. “I am praying…for…all
who will ever believe” (John 17:20). Because Jesus was talking to His heavenly
Father in prayer; He prayed for both individuals and for groups.
Lord, teach me to pray for specific answers (Luke 11:1). Then help me
use all my intellect, emotions, and physical ability to work for the answer

for which I pray. Amen.
READINGS:
Luke 22:32-34;
John 13:36-38;
John 21:15-35;
Acts 2:14 ff

REFLECTION

Day 21

JESUS WAS MOTIVATED TO PRAY
DIFFERENTLY
“Jesus became anguished and distressed.”
Matthew 26:37, NLT
Jesus looked to heaven…give glory back to You.”
John 18:1, NLT
“Jesus was filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit… O Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, thank You.”
Luke 10:21, NLT

RAYER is communication, and Jesus expresses different emotions with
different types of prayers. He cried with anguish with sweat drops like blood
dripping was every physical and spiritual life wrestled with becoming the sin of
the world. Jesus prayed with a happy response when the 72 disciples returned
from their mission telling Him of their successful ministry. It is refreshing to
know the Son of God was fully human and could express both the joys of our
humanity as well as its sorrows. Because Jesus prayed in many different ways as
He was motivated with many different emotions, it challenges us to bring all our
joys and cares to Him in prayer.

P

Jesus, rejoices with me in the happiness of my salvation. But also,
Scripture teaches “a time to weep a time to laugh.” So I am comforted
knowing You identify with me in troubles and sufferings. I praise You for
knowing me completely and still loving me. Amen.
You are faced with many different situations in life and you react in different
ways. The Lord knows your strengths and weaknesses, and He is with you at all
times and in all ways. In your weaknesses, Jesus is your intercessor to the Father

(Hebrews 7:24-26). In your sins and failings, Jesus is your advocate (1 John 1:82:2).
Jesus thank You for Your human responses to all the different situations I
face. Now, I know You are with me in mine. I need You all the time—in
good times and bad—I need You, accept me…forgive me…strengthen
me…use me. Amen.
READINGS:
Heb. 7:15-29;
1 John 1:5-2:2

REFLECTION

Week Four

ASKING ACCORDING TO JESUS’ DIRECTIONS
ESUS’ favorite word for prayer was “ask.” One of His first directions about
prayer was, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you” (Matt. 7:7, NKJV. In children’s Sunday school we
teach the young that spelling the word ask explains the secret of prayer.
Ask
Seek
Knock

J

This week let’s ask for things in prayer, “Is asking the rule for the kingdom?”
Yes, “ASKING” is God’s way to open up everything. So remember, “You have
not because you ask not” (James 4:2).
But quickly look at the downside of this rule. There are consequences for
every broken rule. Driving through a red light may get you hurt. So, you must
“ask” according to the “rules of the road”…God’s rules. If you follow the
following seven rules about asking, God will answer—if you have faith. These
seven principles may open the door to answered prayer and fellowship with
Jesus…and renewed ministry. “Just think, God will give exceedingly,
abundantly, above all that we ask” (Eph. 3:20).
Day 22

Specific Asking

Day 23

Continued Asking

Day 24

Gratitude Prayer

Day 25

Abiding Asking

Day 26

Fruitful Asking

Day 27

Joyful Asking

Day 28

Obedient Asking

Day 22

SPECIFIC ASKING
“Anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and
even greater works…you can ask for anything in my name, and I will do
it!”
John 14:12-14, NLT

ESUS healed leprosy, cured blindness, stilled raging storms, and fed 5,000
with 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish, but He promised you greater works. What is
greater? You can lead a person to salvation and they get eternal life…that is
greater. Peter preached on Pentecost and three thousand were saved and added to
the church…that is greater. Your faith can also heal the sick (James 5:15). The
key is bold asking. Remember, “You do not have because you do not ask”
(James 4:2, NKJV). But Jesus gave one qualifying condition for greater
results…“that the Father may be glorified in the Son” (v. 13). Does your bold
asking glorify the Father, or is your reason for asking…convenience…personal
agenda…meeting a human deadline…or self-glory?

J

Lord Jesus, forgive me when I ask boldly for the wrong reason, or I ask
with the wrong attitude. Give me faith to know You, love You and honor
You. Teach me bold-asking in prayer for the right reason with the right
attitude. Amen.
Jesus challenges you to bold asking, but remember the answer comes by bold
faith. “You must really believe it will happen and have no doubt in your heart
(Mark 11:23, NLT). And how can you get bold faith? It grows in a face-to-face
relationship with God when you “believe He exists and that He rewards those
who sincerely seek Him” (Heb. 11:6).
Lord, I come boldly because I know You exist, and You hear me. I know
You will reward me when I ask rightly for the right request. I come boldly
on Your terms not on my condition. Amen.

READINGS:
Mark 11:22-26;
Hebrews 11:1-6;
John 14:12-31

REFLECTION

Day 23

CONTINUAL ASKING
“Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking,
and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you.
For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.”
Matthew 7:7-8, NKJV

SKING is not magical, can you ask once and it appears? No! Prayer-asking
is rooted in your relationship to God. You must learn when the Father wants
to give you something or when He wants you to learn something. Sometimes He
says “No” to protect you. First, sometimes the time may not be ready to answer
your request. You must pray, and wait. So waiting in the presence of God is not
punishment. He won’t send rain immediately because the weather forecast says
it is two days away. It’s coming, He will answer…wait. If you know the Father’s
heart, sometimes you can “feel” His “No” before He answers. What is the secret
to prayer, continue asking…continue waiting…continue enjoying His presence.

A

Jesus, forgive me for being impatient. It is my human frailty. Forgive me
for the sin of anxiety and doubt. I will continue asking because that is
what You told me to do. I will wait in Your presence. Ah!…It’s refreshing
waiting here. Amen.
Asking is the key to answered prayer. But to open the door, you must use the
right key, at the right time, in the right way. Have you ever put a key in a lock
that wouldn’t work…but someone else jiggles the key and it opens? Is that
prayer? It takes patience and sometimes the right touch with God. Why don’t
you patiently touch the Father in ASKING-PRAYER, and in return, He will touch
you.
Jesus, I am standing here with the key in my hand. My heart is ready. I
am waiting for the right answer, at the right time. Tell me what to do
today, and when. Amen.

READING:
Matthew 7:7-29

REFLECTION

Day 24

GRATITUDE PRAYER
“Father, thank You for hearing me. You always her Me, but I said it out
loud for the sake of those people standing here so they may believe.”
John 11:42, NLT
“It was because of him (Lazarus) that many…believed in Jesus.”
John 12:18, NLT

F you have great faith that God will answer your prayers, then do two things
first. Thank God for His answer to your prayer—before the answer comes.
That demonstrates your faith to God, and it magnifies Him in worship. But a
second thing, your “thankfulness” for answers—before you receive them—will
be a convincing testimony to others. Your thankfulness is more than just
gratitude, it is your statement of faith that God exist…that He hears and
answers…and that He cares.

I

Jesus…thank You for listening to my prayers and answering many in past
days. I thank You that my prayers today…will be answered. My
thankfulness is a statement of my faith. Amen.
Perhaps some don’t get answers to their prayers because they are not grateful
after God answers or before God answers. Gratitude is the acid test of your
Christian character, and the lest remembered of all virtues. Your thankfulness
goes hand in hand with your faith. If you need greater faith in your prayers, then
add thankfulness. Isn’t gratitude the least response of a thankful heart?
Jesus…I need both. Help me see my lack of gratitude that moves me to be
thankful in prayer. Help me see what You are teaching me and strength
my faith. Amen.

READINGS:
Hebrews 11:1-6;
John 11:1-44
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Day 25

ABIDING ASKING
“But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for
anything you want, and it will be granted!”
John 15:7, NLT

HE King James Bible says “abide,” while some new Bible versions use the
word “remain.” What do these two words mean in your relationship to
Jesus? First, abide means to “settle down” or “to dwell in a house,” i.e., Jesus is
your abode. So when you abide, Jesus is your abode or in your dwelling place,
i.e., your home. But a further study shows abide means several other things in
history. It means to remain steadfast, that’s confidence Jesus will answer your
prayer. Another place abide means to stand one’s ground when attacked. Is that
when Jesus answers your prayer? Another definition was even more resolute, “to
be defiant.” When satan tempts or attacks, your prayers will be answered
because you defy hell and evil. One more definition, abide means willingness to
accept the consequences. So Jesus said to ask for anything and it will be granted.
When you are willing to accept what He gives, with an abiding attitude, your
prayers will be heard and granted.

T

Jesus, I will stand firm for You. I will give up all for You because You
gave up all for me. I will abide in Your promises, knowing You will give
me what I ask because I am willing to pay the price. Amen.
Some think abiding is enjoying the deeper life with Jesus. Yes, that is part of
the story. But there is so much more to learn about abiding and you will learn
these lessons as you follow Him (Mark 1:17), pick up your cross (Luke 9:23),
and be willing to suffer with Him (Gal. 6:14).
Jesus, thank You for teaching me the truth of abiding and remaining
steadfast…and to stand my ground. I will abide in You and in Your Word.
In that position, I will ask and pray. Amen.

READINGS:
John 15:1-17;
Galatians 6:14-17;
Luke 9:12-27
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Day 26

FRUITFUL ASKING
“You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce
lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using
my name.”
John 15:16, NLT

S it ever your choice to pray to the Father? No! Long before you needed to
pray, and long before you accepted Christ as Savior, Jesus chose you from
eternity past (1 Peter 1:18-20). There is no yesterday or tomorrow with Him,
everything is NOW (Romans 1:4-8, NLT). He was there the day you decided to
accept Him as Savior (John 1:12). Jesus chose you and supported you to go
produce lasting fruit. To accomplish that goal, the Father will answer your
prayers when you ask in Jesus’ name. Look at your list of prayer requests. What!
You don’t have one! Maybe that is why the Father hasn’t answered specifically!!
Because you haven’t continued asking, God hasn’t begun answering. You need a
list of prayer requests so you will return to pray for these items over and over.
When you plan to become fruitful, that is when your prayers become specific.
That is when answers come.

I

Lord Jesus, forgive me for taking prayer lightly. I will get serious and I
will pray repeated for the fruit You promised. I will focus on asking for
lots of fruit. Amen.
When does the Father answer? When you ask continually (Matt. 7:7). When
you pray in Jesus’ name (John 14:13), when you abide in His Word (John 7:14).
When you come in faith (Mark 11:22-24). When you come joyfully (John
16:24), and when you pray obediently (1 John 3:27). All of these conditions
depend on your fellowship with Jesus, and you rest in the Father’s presence.
Father, teach me to pray (Luke 11:1), like Jesus prayed. Jesus, I come
asking in Your name for specific requests. Holy Spirit, I pray in Your
power (Jude 22). I will pray in faith according to biblical goals. Amen.

READINGS:
John 15:4-6;
Psalm 100, The Bible by Jesus;
Psalm 42, The Bible by Jesus
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Day 27

JOYFUL ASKING
“At that time you won’t need to ask me for anything. I tell you the truth,
you will ask the Father directly, and he will grant your request because
you use my name. You haven’t done this before. Ask, using my name, and
you will receive, and you will have abundant joy.”
John 16:23-24, NLT

ESUS promised you would have abundant joy when you ask in His name. Joy
is more than receiving the request you seek. And joy is not the reason you ask.
Joy is a reflection of your daily happiness as you spend time with the heavenly
Father. Because you are happy in the Lord you pray in faith knowing He will
hear and answer. Because you are joyful in daily service, you make yourself a
special recipient of the Father’s blessing and goodness. And because you
obediently ask in the name of Jesus, you will rejoice when the answers come.
Jesus promises, “Abundant joy.”

J

Lord Jesus, thank You for cleansing me with Your blood, and thank You
for giving me victory over temptations and sin. Thank You for Your
indwelling in my heart with Your presence. “For to me, to live is Christ”
(Phil. 1:21, NKJV). Thank You for the promise, “I can do all things
through Christ” (Phil. 4:13). Amen.
Jesus never promised a bed of roses, No! He promised people would hate
you because they hate Him (John 15:18). Trials will be an insignia of your faith.
But in the middle of them all Jesus will be with you, “He will not allow the
temptation (or problems) to be greater than you can stand” (1 Cor. 10:13, NLT).
But He did promise that when you “ask using My name, you will receive, and
you will have abundant joy” (John 16:24).
Lord Jesus, it is a privilege to be Your servant. I am happy in Your
presence! I love Your plans for my life and the way You use me. Protect
me…guide me…use me… and answer when I ask in Your name. Amen.

READINGS:
John 16:19-33;
1 Corinthians 10:12-14
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Day 28

OBEDIENT ASKING
“We will receive from him whatever we ask because we obey him and do
the things that please him.”
1 John 3:22, NLT

MPTY asking doesn’t get answers, neither does wild asking, nor selfish
asking. A lot of people have asked God for foolish requests…or trivial
requests…or sinful requests…or for things that are against the law of God. But
Jesus answers obedient-asking because He promised. “We will receive…because
we obey Him.” A parent will give necessary things to disobedient children
because the child belongs to them. But an obedient child gets things beyond the
necessities, because an obedient child pleases the parent. How have you pleased
the heavenly Father? And…for what have you asked?

E

Lord, thank You for saving me, and giving me eternal life. I will serve
You. May all my actions please You. Forgive my ignorant sins and
failings. I enjoy resting in Your presence, be pleased with me. Amen.
Obedient-asking is not hard. Learn His commandments and love them. You
can please God when you obey. More than actions, Jesus wants you to love the
Father with all your heart, soul, strength and mind. Then love others for Jesus’
sake, as much as you love yourself (Matt. 22:37-28). Obedience is outward, but
faith is inward, knowing God exists and He is a rewarder of them that seek Him
(Heb. 11:6).
Lord, I talk to You because I know You exist. When I ask for requests it is
my obedience to Your command that I ask in Your name. But more than
that, I obey all things to please You. Amen.
READINGS:

Hebrews 11:1-40;
1 John 3:21-24
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Week Five

PRAYING ACCORDING TO THE LORD’S
PRAYER
HE Lord’s Prayer was not for Jesus’ prayer life, He was sinless and didn’t
need to ask for forgiveness, and victory over temptation. Yet in sixty-two
English words, Jesus teaches us to pray with incomparable simplicity,
unreachable depths and absolute sincerity with all our hearts. The Lord’s Prayer
is so simple a young child or new believer can pray with meaning. It is a prayer
that challenges the intellectual depth of the well-trained biblical scholar. Since
the ideal Christian life is continued communion with the Father, this prayer will
constantly sustain you, stretch you and give you new life every day. Yonggi Cho,
the pastor who built the largest Christian church in history, confessed, “I pray the
Lord’s Prayer several times each day, like a marathon runner keeps circling the
track to keep in shape physically, I pray it to keep spiritually alive and growing.”

T

Jesus instructed us, “After this manner pray” (Matt. 6:9, NKJV). The word
manner means pattern. This is your strategy for praying. It is alright to follow
the exact words when praying, but emphasize the thought of each petition when
you pray each of the seven petitions.
The first three petitions focus on the Father, (1) holy is Your name, (2) come
rule earth as You rule heaven, (3) Your will be done. The fourth petition is a
hinge; you look back to the previous petitions for the source of bread, but ask for
daily strength for bread. The final three petitions focus on our spirituality, (5) our
forgiveness, (6) our victory over temptation, (7) our deliverance from the evil
one.
Day 29

Holiness Praying – Hallowed Be Thy Name
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Praying For God’s Rule – Thy Kingdom Come
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Submissive Praying – Thy Will Be Done
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Supply Praying – Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread
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Forgiveness Praying – Forgive Us Our Debts
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Victory Praying – Lead Us Not Into Temptation
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Protection Praying – Deliver Us From Evil

Day 29

HOLINESS PRAYING:
HALLOWED BE THY NAME
“Hallowed be Thy name.”
Matthew 6:9, KJV
“May your name be holy in my life on earth as Your name is holy in
heaven”
Matthew 6:9, BBJ

HEN praying the Lord’s Prayer, remember you are talking to your Father
in heaven. Jesus wanted you to have a relationship with His heavenly
Father, so He didn’t suggest praying to “the Lord,” “to God,” or “to the
Almighty.” These are impersonal titles. Just as an earthly father cares for and
loves his children, Jesus wants you to have an intimate relationship with your
heavenly Father. The first request is to make Him holy in your life. The Father is
eternally holy, so you must recognize that in your prayers. But you come to Him
as a child who needs guidance, care and love. At another place, Jesus said you
“come to the Father only by Him” (John 14:6, ELT). Jesus is the only way to
heaven, so thank the Father and Jesus for showing you the way to heaven.

W

Father, I know Your holiness separated You from my sin, but I come to
You through Jesus Christ. Forgive me, cleanse me, accept me, and thank
You for eternal life and for Jesus. Amen.
Your sins are forgiven by Jesus (Eph. 1:7), but don’t continue in sin. Be holy
as your Father in heaven is holy (1 Peter 1:16). So pray for His holiness to
permeate your life. Initial forgiveness and continued holiness come through
Jesus Christ. At Calvary the Father “made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us,
that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21, NKJV).
There was a double transference; your sins were placed on Christ, His
righteousness (or holiness) was transferred to us. The record says your position

in heaven is as holy as Jesus. Now pray for the holiness of the Father and Jesus
to control your life today.
Lord, I ask for strength to live as holy as possible today. I am not an
outstanding believer, but I want to live for You today. Give me strength to
live holy, and give me the ability to tell others what You have done for
me. Amen.
READINGS:
2 Corinthians 5:18-21;
1 John 1:9-2:2
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Day 30

PRAYING FOR GOD’S RULE:
THY KINGDOM COME
“Thy kingdom come…on earth as it is in heaven.”
Matthew 6:10, KJV
“May your kingdom come soon.”
Matthew 6:10, NLT

OU are asking for God’s control to influence the earth as He now rules
heaven. This prayer begins with you. Jesus did not come the first time to sit
on an earthly throne to rule the outward affairs of life. No! He came to sit on the
throne of your heart to rule outward things. And through you, God will influence
your family, your everyday life and ultimately the world. When you pray for His
kingdom to come, you are asking for revival where the Holy Spirit pours His
presence on (you), His people (Joel 2:28). This happens when there is great
repentance and turning to the Lord. For some, it is asking God to come break
addictions and habits, so they can live victoriously for Christ. Or, you could be
praying for Jesus to return to set up His kingdom on earth as He now rules in
heaven.

Y

Lord, I want Your rule in my life today. Come rule my heart, help me
make good decisions. Help me fulfill Your plan for my life today. I
commit myself to Your direction and control. Amen.
When you pray for God’s kingdom to come, first submit to His rule of grace
in your life. Second, yield to the indwelling Christ to control your heart. Third,
ask for the Holy Spirit to give you victory over all sin and circumstances. Fourth,
apply God’s rule of love to your daily life when you let your light shine
(Matthew 5:16) to influence those around you.
Lord, there is so much corruption and violence in this world, I long for

Your kingdom and rule to come on earth. Use my testimony as a light in a
dark world to change people. I pray with John, “Even so, come, Lord
Jesus!” (Rev. 22:20, NKJV). Amen.
READINGS:
Matthew 5:1-24;
Revelation 21:1-11, 22:1-7
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Day 31

SUBMISIVE PRAYING:
THY WILL BE DONE
“Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.”
Matthew 6:10, KJV
“May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.”
Matthew 6:10, NLT

HERE are several things you pray for when you ask for God’s will to be
accomplished. First, God’s will is seen in the laws of nature, such as the law
of gravity, and the physical laws that control our body such as breathing, eating,
and exercising. Violation of these laws leads to consequences. Second, God has
spiritual laws; He is not willing that any perish, but that “all should come to
repentance” (2 Peter 3:9, NKJV). So you are praying for world evangelization
when you pray for His will to be done on earth. Third, God’s will is that every
believer yield to Him, separate from worldliness and grow to spiritual maturity
(Rom. 12:1-2). When you pray for God’s will to be done on earth, you are asking
Him to first use you and your spiritual gifts to accomplish His plan in your life.
Second you are praying for God to influence your family, your church, and
everything you touch.

T

Lord, I yield myself to You this day to do Your will in every part of my
life. Show me any sin or failure that I don’t see. Forgive me…cleanse
me… fill me with the Holy Spirit…use me today. Amen.
Doing God’s will is like getting married. You first say “Yes” at the altar, but
you must again say “Yes” to each other’s daily needs. Then the marriage
relationship works great. You will accomplish more, and you will be happy.
“Thy will be done” begins first with your life commitment to Jesus Christ.
Second, it continues daily as you accomplish God’s plan for your life.

Lord, I want to do Your will in my life today. Show me what to do, teach
me how to do it, lead me, and give me strength to do it. Amen.
READINGS:
James 4:7-9;
Matthew 26:26-29
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Day 32

SUPPLY PRAYING:
GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD
“Give us this day our daily bread.”
Matthew 6:11, KJV
“Give us today the food we need.”
Matthew 6:18, NLT

HEN Jesus told us to pray daily for “bread,” He meant more than some
physical bread. The word “bread” is a symbolic word that stands for your
daily nutritional needs to remain healthy and alive. It also means vegetables,
meat, fish, and all combinations of dishes. But it also means the sustainable
results we get from bread. You’re asking for things that keep you strong…job…
housing…transportation…clothing…education…all these and much more. You
are asking for it daily, 24-7. You’re asking for God to supply your needs on a
continuing basis. You are not asking for so much money you’ll never have to
work again, you’re not asking for a warehouse of supplies. No! Why? Because
God wants you to trust Him each day—continually. If you didn’t have any
demanding needs to keep you alive, you might end up doing nothing…not
depending on God.

W

Thank You God for creating me to need water, food and sleep every day.
Thank You for not making me independent of You, others, and myself to
produce. Thank You for daily bread and all it means. Amen.
Jesus wrapped up the whole demand and supply of life in one word—bread.
But He didn’t tell us what kind of bread (wheat, rye, corn, etc.), nor did He
suggest how bread was to be baked and delivered (slice, rolls, biscuits, etc.). He
supplies the bread—need—and we use our taste and ingenuity to prepare it and
serve it. Now, one thing is left. He wants you to ask…seek…break…eat…and
give thanks.

Lord, I love Your bread because I know You provide it in a multitude of
ways. Thank You for my mother’s cooking, for my wife’s cooking, for the
chef at high-end restaurants, and short order cooks. Thank You for bread.
Amen.
READING:
John 1:13, 22-35
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Day 33

FORGIVNESS PRAYING:
FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS
“Forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us.”
Matthew 6:12, NLT

ECAUSE we are all sinners, we hurt other people, mostly unintentionally,
sometimes intentionally. Sometimes we hurt because of our job demands
and we don’t consider the feelings or desires of others. We have to say “No.” We
don’t intend to hurt, but we do. So reverse that process. Sometimes you suffer
because someone is doing their job, at other times they hurt you intentionally.
Then, what you do about your pain could change your destiny or theirs. If your
pain festers like a germ-filled disease, you will suffer more, or maybe die
prematurely. Someone else could die because of your pain. But your ability to
forgive will transform your attitude, and when you forgive others, you could
help heal your pain. Perhaps heal their pain.

B

Lord, I have sinned ignorantly against many…forgive me. Some have
sinned ignorantly against me, I forgive them. I will tell them I forgive
them as You instructed (Matt. 5:23-24). Lord, give me healthy
relationships with all. Amen.
The pain we cause others becomes wounds, and when you forgive—and tell
them you forgive—you help heal their wounds. You want to be a person who
heals the wounds you inflict on others, so forgive quickly for their sake. But
also, forgive for your sake. For you cannot be forgiven—or forgive yourself—if
you haven’t forgiven others. For your spiritual health…forgive quickly. Forgive
completely…and forget and move one.
Lord, I forgive those who have sinned against me, just as You forgive
those who crucified You (Luke 23:34). I do it for their sake and pray for
their spiritual growth. I forgive for my sake, make me spiritually healthy
so I can grow. Amen.

READINGS:
Matthew 5:20-26;
Luke 6:27-38;
Romans 12:17-21

REFLECTION

Day 34

VICTORY PRAYING:
LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION
“Lead us not into temptation.”
Matthew 6:13, KJV
“Don’t let us yield to temptation.”
Matthew 6:13, NLT

EMPTATION is a fact of life. Seduction by satan to get you to follow him is
also a problem you must deal with. Some see temptation as neutral, such as
being tempted to eat extra chocolate ice cream, or tempted to catch a quick
“nap,” or any other deviation to our planned routine. But Jesus meant temptation
that would make us turn away from God…to doubt God…to rebel and do what
God says, “Thou shalt not.” Temptation is the lust of the flesh, satisfying your
physical life contrary to God’s requirement or, lust of the eyes involving greed
for money, desire to get stuff, or pride, to have a position or prestige you don’t
deserve, or that which belongs to another. Now quickly realize these things are
not wrong…money…position…food. It’s the inner self that says more…more…
more…. Temptation is not out there, it’s in your heart, and only God and you
know your heart.

T

Lord, I am sometimes blinded by temptation, and I give in ignorantly.
Forgive me and give me spiritual eyes to see. But sometimes I know what
I am doing, and I give in “just a little.” Forgive me; cleanse me,
empower me to live above temptation and give me victory over sin.
Amen.
The Lord is your Shepherd who leads you, so pray, “Lead me not into
temptation” (ELT). He is not responsible for temptation, but He knows all things.
He knows where temptation is located, so you’re asking for Him to “keep you
from the hour of temptation” (Rev. 3:10). You’re asking for victory over

temptation as He leads you through life.
Lord, I know where temptation is located. Strengthen me to walk away.
Sometimes I stumble into temptation, give me strength to resist and
protect me from temptation and evil. Amen.
READINGS:
Matthew 4:1-11;
James 1:2-18

REFLECTION

Day 35

PROTECTION PRAYING:
DELIVER US FROM EVIL
“Deliver us from evil.”
Matthew 6:13, NKJV
“But rescue us from the evil one.”
Matthew 6:13, NLT

HE Old King James translated evil as a principle or influence. But, the New
Living Translation translates it, “Evil One.” Evil is personified in a devil that
thinks of ways to destroy you. His emotions hate you and everything you do for
God. He has power to devise ways to corrupt you and capture you into his
kingdom of darkness. So pray, “Deliver me from the devil who hates me, and
hates God.” The Bible teaches “your adversary the devil walks…seeking whom
he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8, NKJV). So pray with wide-open eyes, knowing
what he can do to you because he has destroyed so many lives. Then, develop
feet to remove yourself from his program and temptations. Don’t just walk away
–run!

T

Lord, I’ve fallen to temptation in the past and I don’t like it. Give me
spiritual eyes to see the devil’s tricks and willing feet to run from evil.
Thank You for warnings; keep me close to You, and deliver me from
satan. Amen.
Next, ask God to give you will power to resist satan’s bait and traps. He is
clever, and he knows human nature. You need a new inner nature, i.e., God’s
nature to resist. Satan is more powerful than you. God’s power is greater and
available, claim it and use it (1 John 4:4). So stand against satan and God will
stand with you.
Lord, I yield my weak strength to you; give me Your strength which is all

powerful. I will stand against evil and satan in Your power. But give me
more than victory, give me joy in serving You; give me peace of spirit,
and give me the daily presence of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
READINGS:
I Corinthians 10:1-15;
1 John 4:1-6

REFLECTION

Week Six

JESUS’ HIGH PRIESTLY PRAYER THE NIGHT
BEFORE THE CROSS
OW we come to two great and vastly different prayers. In John 17, Jesus
enters the Holy of Holies to become the all persuasive Intercessor. He first
prays for Himself (v. 1-8, key word glorify). Next He prays for His disciples (v.
9-19, key word keep), and finally, for the world (v. 20-28, key word one). In
these two prayers we get insight into the two lives of Jesus. First we see Jesus
praying from His position in glory. He will share His glory with the Father when
He returns to heaven. Both He and the Father will be forever glorified. This
prayer in John 17 is upbeat. Those of us who now have the privilege of
experiencing Jesus’ prayer will forever be moved to triumphant-prayer because
we will be praying with Jesus.

N

The second prayer in Gethsemane reveals the depth of His agony and the
exhaustion of the Cross He faces. His prayer was repeated three times—because
Jesus was one with the Father—yet Jesus Himself finally realized His request
couldn’t be answered. He could not avoid the Cross and its suffering. But it was
not the physical torture He rejected. Because we are human, we will never
experience His repulsiveness against becoming sin for the world. Jesus loved the
world which rejected Him, wouldn’t believe in Him, and its representatives
eventually crucified Him.
Day 36

A Prayer about Returning to Glory

Day 37

A Prayer to Keep the Eleven Disciples Safe

Day 38

A Prayer for All Believers to Be One

Day 39

A Comfortable Place for an Agonizing Prayer

Day 40

The Effectiveness of Groaning Prayer

Day 41

When No One Prays with You

Day 42

The Agony of Submissive Prayer

Day 36

A PRAYER ABOUT RETURNING TO GLORY
“Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come.
Glorify your Son so he can give glory back to you.” John 17:1, NLT
“I brought glory to you here on earth by completing the work you gave
me to do. Now, Father, bring me into the glory we shared before the
world began.”
John 17:4, 5, NLT

OHN 17 is the longest recorded prayer by Jesus on earth. He asked for the
glory back that He had with the Father before creation. Why did He want
glory? Because He completed the work for which He was sent (v. 4). Six times
in this chapter Jesus reminds the Father He was “sent.” What can you learn from
this prayer by Jesus? When your purpose is to glorify the Father by completing
the task for which you were sent, then expect answers. Be careful you aren’t
seeking self-glory, convenience, or success. But pray for God to be glorified as
you complete the job for which you were sent. Also, look at the phrase about
completing the work that was given Him to do. God answers those who have a
“track record” of finishing.

J

Lord, I will finish the task You gave me to do, and I will finish
victoriously over temptation, and I will do all I am supposed to do—now
answer my request. Bless my life and work. Glorify Yourself through my
sincere testimony. Amen.
Is it ever proper to pray for yourself first? Look at Jesus’ example. Some
have a weak ego or flawed ego, so they think they must be humble and never
pray for themselves. When can you pray for yourself? When God calls you to a
task, when you are grounded in Scripture, when you are completely yielded to
God, and when you know the task can be completed only by God. Then pray
boldly for God to be glorified in your life.

Lord, I confess I am human and have failed. But Your work is great and
Your testimony is at stake. Forgive my sins; fill me with the Holy Spirit,
anoint me with power. Bless me and answer my prayer in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
READINGS:
John 17:1-5;
Hebrews 1:1-12;
Psalm 110:1-7

REFLECTION

Day 37

A PRAYER TO KEEP ELEVEN DISCIPLES SAFE
“My prayer is not for the world, but for those you have given me.”
John 17:9, NLT
“Keep them safe from the evil one…. Make them holy by your truth….
Just as you sent me into the world, I am sending them into the world.”
John 17:15-18, NLT

HE second topic of Jesus’ prayer (John 17:6-19) focuses on the eleven
disciples. First, He prays for their character, i.e., holiness. Second, He prays
for their spiritual growth in the Scriptures. Third, He prays for their effectiveness
as He sends them into the world, just as He was sent by His heavenly Father. In
the 40 days after His resurrection, He would meet with them to accomplish the
three things for which He prayed. Just as Jesus prayed about His ministry before
He began, you will not minister well unless you pray well. The successful
measurement of your life and ministry will be judged by the effectiveness of
your prayers. Jesus prayed thoroughly and specifically for His followers. He is
praying these requests for you right now in heaven; how will you fulfill His
prayer-request?

T

Jesus, I want Your heart and effectiveness for my ministry. Teach me to
pray… motivate me to pray…drive me to prayer…and then use me in
ministry. Amen.
This aspect of Jesus’ prayer reveals His passion for us to be disciple-makers
who will evangelize the world. It begins in intercessory prayer and continues as
you live out the ministry for which you and Jesus prayed. As Jesus was
concerned about the one He lost—Judas—so you should be concerned about
those not saved through your ministry.
Jesus, I am overwhelmed that You would pray for me as You prayed for

Your disciples. I will pledge myself to attempt to live up to the standards
of Your prayer. I begin first by my prayer right now. Amen.
READINGS:
John 17:6-19;
John 6:70-71;
Acts 1:15-25

REFLECTION

Day 38

A PRAYER FOR ALL BELIEVERS TO BE ONE
“I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever
believe in me through their message. I pray that they will all be one, just
as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And
may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me.”
John 17:20, 21, NLT

HIS last section of Jesus’ high priestly prayers focuses on the unity of the
faith of all those who will believe in Him, “that they will all be one” (John
17:21-23, NLT). Most Christians focus on the evangelistic results of Christ’s
prayers, so they miss the “unity” emphasis. There are over 3,000 denominations
in the U.S. alone, does that reflect a Christian’s secularism? Jesus prays for our
unity “that the world may know that you sent me and that you love them” (John
17:23). This is a great challenge for all believers to love one another. When we
do that, we have answered the prayers of Christ. When we don’t love, we not
only put barriers to our prayers being answered, we also make it difficult for
Jesus’ prayer to be answered.

T

Lord, forgive me for loving my church/denomination so much that I
exclude other believers who agree with me on essentials but disagree on
non-essentials. Open my spiritual eyes to any division or lack of love I
have for other believers. Then give me strength to change. Amen.
Don’t spend your life on differences that divide you from other believers.
Rather, look for the essentials of Christianity in others. Then ask for three things.
First, ask for humility to recognize and change your attitude. Second, ask God to
give you love for all fellow believers no matter their race, gender, age, or
doctrinal differences. Third, resolve to put action to your prayers for others.
Lord, search out my doctrinal prejudices, and make me emphasize the
essentials of the faith. I pray for and support others of a different
group/tribe. Give me strength to put feet to my prayers. Amen.

READINGS:
John 17:20-26;
Philippians 1:15-30;
Colossians 1:15-23

REFLECTION

Day 39

A COMFORTABLE PLACE FOR AN
AGONIZING PRAYER
“Jesus left the upper room and went with His disciples to the Mount of
Olives to Gethsemane where He usually prayed.”
Luke 22:30, ELT

ESUS had certain places he liked to pray and the Garden of Gethsemane was
one of them. Because He knows all things (John 2:25), He was burdened to
pray before He faced the Cross the next day. But it was more than physical death
that pressed on Him. Jesus knew he would become the sin of the world and die
in excruciating torture. Jesus would pray three times for the cup of God’s
punishment and sin pass from Him. But Jesus submitted in prayer. So to face this
agonizing prayer, Jesus chose a comfortable place, a quiet place, His place. He
prayed in Gethsemane; will you pray with Him?

J

Jesus, I have no understanding of the extraordinary punishment You
faced. Thank You for submitting to it for me. Thank You for suffering for
me. Thank You for dying in my place. I will pray with You. Amen.
You can visit the historic Garden of Gethsemane at the foot of the Mount of
Olives today. The olive trees are now 2,000 years old. I knelt under the trees to
pray where Jesus prayed several times. I wouldn’t go to Jerusalem without going
there. It’s there I prayed to the Father through Jesus; then I prayed with Jesus. I
prayed what He prayed, “Thy will be done.”
Jesus, You are the God of the Ages, yet You became flesh for me. Thank
You for going to Your familiar place to pray and thank You for
surrendering to the Cross. Then, I thank You for dying for me. Amen.
READINGS:

Luke 22:39-46;
Hebrews 9:24-28

REFLECTION

Day 40

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF GROANING PRAYER
“Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows.”
Isaiah 53:4, KJV
“Jesus…groaning to himself, cometh to the grave”
John 11:38, KJV
“Looked up into heaven he groaned”
Mark 7:34, ELT

S Jesus walked through life, He constantly faced the “shadow of death” (Ps.
23), just as all of us will someday walk into that fearful shadow. Jesus felt
deeper than any of us because “Jesus knew all men” (John 2:24, KJV). Jesus
knew He would die, but also knew all those He met would die, just like you, the
reader. He did not have superficial sympathy, Jesus knew all about eternity and
His death was the consequence of sin, i.e., my sin and the sin of the first couple’s
rebellion against God (Romans 5:12). So, Jesus in His death would get victory
over death, but before He died, Jesus groaned, sighed, cried, and wept over the
lost world. He wept in prayer for us so we could get comfort and peace in our
hour of need. Just as we are called to “weep with those who weep” (Rom. 12:15,
NLT), so Jesus wept for us and now with us.

A

Lord, give me eyes to see the real need of people. Give me a burden to
pray for them, give me compassion to intercede with groanings and tears,
and give me faith to believe all things are possible through You. Amen.
Remember, there is “a time to weep, and a time to laugh” (Eccl. 3:4, KJV).
So rejoice in blessings for others, yet pray with groanings and agony for their
deliverance and victory. Why? Because “weeping may endure for the night, but
joy comes in the morning” (Ps. 30:5, NKJV). Also, “He who continually goes
forth weeping…shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves

with him” (Ps. 126:6).
Lord, teach me the place of groaning prayer. I don’t pray for trials and
tribulations to make me groan. But when I face hard problems and severe
prayer challenges, teach me the pathway to intercede through extreme
prayers of groaning and desperately seeking answers to prayer. Amen.
READING:
Mark 14:26-42

REFLECTION

Day 41

WHEN NO ONE PRAYES WITH YOU
“Jesus went…to the olive grove called Gethsemane…. He took Peter…
and James and John…keep watch with me…but he found them asleep….
“Couldn’t you watch with me even one hour?” Keep watch and pray…
He came a third time…and said, “Go ahead and sleep.”
Matthew 26:36-45, NLT

LL prayer is not intense and agonizing, but when extreme pressure comes,
Jesus exerted extreme prayer. We don’t know what help the three disciples
could have given Jesus, but they didn’t apparently try. Jesus gave them three
opportunities to pray with Him. Maybe they couldn’t have Jesus’ access to the
heavenly Father, but at least they could have been with Him. If Jesus needed
you, would you be there with Him? He knows we needed help in praying, He
said, “If two of you agree here on earth concerning anything you ask, my Father
in heaven will do it for you” (Matthew 18:19). Who is your dependable prayer
partner?

A

Jesus, I will be faithful to You. I will pray with You each day when we
meet for devotions. I was not that spiritual to move heaven with my
prayers, but I can be faithful. I will meet You each day for prayer. Amen.
What is the secret of a great movement for God or a powerful church—tears
in prayer…hours in prayer…unity in prayer. When Paul said, “We are labourers
together with God” (1 Cor. 3:9, KJV), that included believers praying together,
and working with God. Prayer is the secret power for God’s work. When you
pray with one another, and you pray with Jesus, “The effectual fervent prayer of
a righteous believer availeth much” (James 5:16, ELT).
Jesus, I’ve been learning in these devotions about Your effective prayer
ministry. I want to pray like You prayed. I want Your faith…Your
passion…but most of all, I want Your results. I will pray with You. Amen.

READINGS:
Matthew 26:36-46;
James 5:10-18

REFLECTION

Day 42

THE AGONY OF SUBMISSIVE PRAYER
“He prayed more fervently, and he was in such agony of spirit that his
sweat fell to the ground like great drops of blood.”
Luke 22:44, NLT
“While Jesus was here on earth, he offered prayers and pleadings, with a
loud cry and tears, to the one who could rescue him from death. And God
heard his prayers because of his deep reverence for God.”
Hebrews 5:7, NLT

OMETIMES prayer is happy and joyous when you shout hallelujah and
praises to the Father. But at other times it is agonizing and intense and you
think you will die. Jesus went through an awful struggle when He prayed at
Gethsemane because He was soon going to become the sin of the world. Also,
Jesus knew He would be tortured on the Cross. His prayer was so intense He
hemorrhaged. “His sweat was like drops of blood.” Jesus was begging the
Father, “If You are willing please take this cup of suffering away from Me”
(Luke 22:42, NKJV). Jesus didn’t want it, yet the redemption of sinners lay in
the balance in the next 24 hours. Sometimes you must pray like Jesus…
earnestly as though your life depended on it.

S

Lord, forgive my sin, help me realize how close to hell I came, and give
me “Holy Spirit” rejoicing in Your deliverance. Father, thank You for
delivering Your Son, Jesus, through death to resurrected new life. Jesus,
thank You for Your agonizing death for me. Amen.
Even in the throes of eternal suffering, Jesus never refused death. He did ask
if the divine plan had some other way of redeeming lost humanity. He asked, “If
Thou be willing, remove this cup.” Jesus never refused the Father’s plan and He
never rebelled against death, He was God; He knew its total price. Rather, He
submitted to the Father. He yielded to the consequences of death by

demonstrating to us the absolute self-surrender of prevailing prayer. Jesus
responded to excruciating pressure by submissive praying; what can you learn
from Him.
Lord, I will rejoice in prayer in the good times, but I will labor in prayer
in extreme times. I will pray like Jesus in both good times and bad. I will
pray when emergencies come, and I will pray daily before they come.
Amen.
READINGS:
Luke 22:39-46;
Matthew 26:36-46;
Hebrews 5:1-10
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Week Seven

PRAYING WITH JESUS THE SEVEN
PETITIONS FROM THE CROSS
HIS week you will pray with Jesus as He prays from the cross. What Jesus
said from the cross is called the seven last words of Christ. While only four
of His sayings were actual prayers, each of the seven will form our prayers in the
next seven days, because each represents an important truth that we should learn
and pray. These seven sayings are found in four different gospels, yet not one of
the gospels contains them all. Jesus was on the cross from 9:00 am till he died at
approximately 3:00 pm; the six most important hours in the history of the world.

T

The seven statements will guide your prayers through the most important
truths in history. The death of Christ was the hinge between the Old and New
Testament, the bridge from hell into heaven, and the sacred ground where God
reached out to touch humanity and offered salvation. The cross is the doorway
for each individual to enter eternal life. Today, these prayers are the basis how
you will approach the presence of God in prayer.
Day 43

Forgiveness Praying – “Father Forgive”

Day 44

A Prayer of Salvation – “You Shall Be with Me In Paradise”

Day 45

A Prayer of Relationship – “Woman, Behold Your Son”

Day 46

A Prayer of Deliverance – “My God, Why Have You Forsaken
Me”

Day 47

A Prayer of Universal Need – “I Thirst”

Day 48

A Triumphant Prayer Over Evil – “It Is Finished”

Day 49

A Prayer of Final Reunion with the Father – “Into Thy Hands”

Day 43

FORGIVENESS PRAYING
“FATHER FORGIVE”
“Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”
Luke 23:34, KJV

HEN Jesus forgave…it was more than soldiers. He was forgiving the
Jewish leaders who hated Him and lied about Him, and shouted, “Crucify
Him” (Luke 23:21, NKJV). He was forgiving Pilate who condemned Him, and
the disciples who ran away; and Judas for betraying Him. Jesus didn’t want their
actions to be responsible for hell’s punishment. God, the Father, loved the world,
so did Jesus. Therefore, you must forgive others as did Jesus.

W

Jesus, forgive my doubtful heart. I believe in You, but I want to be more
obedient and be more spiritual. So I forgive those who trespass against
me, and I will tell them, “I have forgiven you” (Matthew 18:22). Amen.
Why did Jesus forgive them for crucifying Him? Didn’t Jesus die for the sins
of the world, and for their sin of torturing Him and killing Him? Yes! If they
believe in Jesus, won’t He forgive them in the redemption of the cross? Yes! He
forgave them because it is the nature of Christ—to forgive (Eph. 1:7). When
someone hurts you or sins against you, you must forgive them…not only for
their sake. If you don’t forgive, you may build up bitterness and anger because
they have hurt you. Your sin of revenge is just as bad in God’s sight as their
original sin against you. You forgive them for your sake. You forgive so you’ll
be in good relationship with God, and because you’ll be victorious in Christ; but
most of all, you follow the example of Jesus.
Lord, forgive me for the times I’ve been angry when someone has hurt
me. Forgive me for hurting myself. Help me follow Jesus’ example. May I
forgive and be stronger. Help me look at others through “Jesus’ eyes,”
and forgive them and pray for them. Amen.

READING:
Luke 23:1-49

REFLECTION

Day 44

A PRAYER OF SALVATION
“YOU SHALL BE WITH ME IN PARADISE”
“Today, shalt thou be with me in paradise.”
Luke 23:43, KJV
“Don’t you fear God even when you have been sentenced to die? We
deserve to die for our crimes, but this man hasn’t done anything wrong.”
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.”
And Jesus replied, “I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
Luke 23:40-43, NLT

ESUS gave seven statements from the cross, some were prayers, and some
were statements of victory. Some were praise or thankfulness. Aren’t these
ways of praying? When Jesus told the thief, “Today you will be with Me in
paradise” (Luke 23:43, NKJV), He was giving a prayer of salvation assurance,
assuring that everyone who calls Him “Lord” will have salvation.

J

In Jesus’ acceptance statement, He gave him assurance of heaven. Isn’t that
what you want? Since Jesus gave forgiveness to the believing thief, that’s your
message today. You can know you are going to heaven—when—on the day you
die. Just as the thief knew where He was going when he died, you can have the
same assurance. Salvation is not a “hope so” or “maybe” salvation. You can say,
“I know Jesus saved me and I know I will go to be with Him when I die.”
Lord Jesus, thank You for the confidence You gave the thief. I will be
there together with him because the “blood of Jesus cleanses from all
sin” (1 John 1:4, ELT). Amen.
Jesus’ acceptance of the thief on the cross demonstrates to us the purpose for
His death, and the people for whom He died. The thief was condemned to die
because He was guilty of stealing. His crime didn’t make him a second-rate
citizen in heaven. No! Where is his place in heaven? Jesus said, “With Me.” Is

that your place in heaven? The lesson of the forgiven thief teaches us grace…
complete forgiveness…acceptance in the beloved (Eph. 1:6)…and the
immeasurable greatness of God’s heart.
Lord, because of my sin, I don’t feel worthy to be Your child. But because
of Your forgiveness, I am forgiven…completely…eternally…gloriously.
Only You, Jesus, are worthy (Rev. 4:11, 5:12). Amen.
READING:
Luke 23:35-49

REFLECTION

Day 45

A PRAYER OF RELATIONSHIP
“WOMAN, BEHOLD YOUR SON”
“When Jesus saw his mother standing there beside the disciple he loved,
he said to her, ‘Dear woman, here is your son.’ And he said to this
disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from then on this disciple took her
into his home.”
John 19:26, 27, NLT

ECAUSE relationship is the essence of Christians, then Jesus fulfilled His
responsibility to care for His mother. Even on the cross and even as He was
dying, Jesus’ responsibility was foremost on His mind. According to Matthew
13:55, 56, there were at least seven children in Joseph and Mary’s family.
Couldn’t one of the other brothers or sisters take care of Mary? Yes! But
tradition required the eldest to do that. So Jesus on the cross not only responded
to Jewish tradition, He honored that relationship. You have family relationships
and responsibilities. Just because you are a Christian does not relieve you of
your duty. No! Being a Christian increases your duty to do the right thing in the
right way. What responsibilities do you have?

B

Jesus, thank You for honoring Your family. I will honor mine. I will pray
daily for each of them and help them to be saved and follow You. I will
love them, give them my Christian testimony and fulfill my family duties.
Amen.
Notice how important family was to Jesus. In His death and pain He did not
think only of His responsibility of dying for the world. He fulfilled His family
responsibility with His second statement from the cross. At salvation you
became a child of God. Your first responsibility is to grow, serve Jesus, and
worship privately and with other believers on Sunday. Jesus is concerned about
your relationship in the heavenly Father’s family and your relationship to your
human family. You can’t be an obedient follower of Jesus if you violate your
family responsibilities. Remember the second aspect of the Great

Commandment. As you love God with all your heart, you are to love others—
including family.
Lord, thank You for my mother and father who gave me earthly life.
Thank You for my heavenly Father who has given me spiritual life. I pray
for all my relatives—physically and spiritually—that they may know You
and follow You. Amen.
READINGS:
John 19:25-27;
Ephesians 5:21-6:8
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Day 46

A PRAYER OF DELIVERENCE
“MAY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME”
“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”
Matthew 27:46, KJV
“My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?”
Matthew 27:46, NLT

HIS statement of Jesus from the cross was a prayer-question, as well as a
prayer declaration. This prayer did not address Him as “Father,” which was
Jesus’ favorite name in prayer. The title, Father, is based on Jesus’ eternal
oneness with Him. Jesus shouts using the impersonal title “God,” a title for the
Judge of the universe. Jesus had become the sin of all humanity, and the Father
cannot look on sin. As the Father is punishing His Son with alienation, He turns
away from the cross. All Jesus can utter is “My God, my God.” In the midst of
unbearable pressure and pain, Jesus never rebels against the Father, nor does He
reject the mission of dying for the world.

T

Father, I know You are the Lord God, Creator of heaven and earth, and I
know You will judge all humanity. But I come to You through the death of
Jesus. I call You Father; thank You for accepting me as Your child. I want
to be as intimate with You as I can. Amen.
Jesus responded to extreme punishment with extreme prayer. His statement
shows His extreme honesty. He personified truth (John 14:6), so He is
proclaiming that His Father was also God of the universe, God who punished
sin…and God who punished Jesus for all sin of all people of all time. Of all the
things Jesus ever spoke, this is perhaps the most insightful and significant of all.
Father, thank You for forgiving my sin because Jesus died for me. I want
to be intimate with You and with Jesus. I bow in dedication and worship

and gratitude. Amen.
READING:
Matthew 27:32-54

REFLECTION

Day 47

A PRAYER OF UNIVERSAL NEED
“I THIRST”
“Jesus knew that his mission was now finished, and to fulfill Scripture he
said, ‘I am thirsty.’”
John 19:26, NLT

ONESTY…THE basic essential in effective prayer is evidenced when Jesus
said, “I thirst.” Was He honestly talking to the soldiers…the friends…
women looking on from a nearby hill, or to the heavenly Father? Was this Jesus’
request for physical nourishment or for absolution of pain, or an honest
confession of spiritual need to His heavenly Father? Perhaps thirst was the only
thing He felt, or the only thing He wanted, or this was the only thing He could
say. He was exhausted, and His pain was so intense that He no longer felt
anything. The only thing He honestly felt…thirst.

H

Jesus, thank You for bearing all my sin, and becoming sin for me. As my
sin was punished in You, there was nothing else to say. When there was
nothing else left to say, You uttered, “I thirst.” Thank You for taking my
pain and anguish. Amen.
Have you ever poured out your soul in prayer so that you were empty? Have
you served the Lord so completely that nothing was left inside? When you’re
empty, you cry out to God, “I thirst.” You thirst for His presence…you search for
answers to prayer…you search for honesty. Empty is a good condition because
God can’t fill a body filled with pleasure, or achievement, or self. When you’re
empty, you can pray, “I thirst,” then you add, “Lord, fill me.”
Lord, I want You to empty me of sin and failure, and pride and “stuff.”
Fill me with Your presence. As the hunted deer runs desperately and
pants for water; Lord, I am thirsty. I come to drink of You. Ah! Your
water is good, Amen.

READINGS:
Psalm 42:1-11;
John 19:28-30;
Mark 15:21-39

REFLECTION

Day 48

A TRIUMPHANT PRAYER OVER EVIL
“IT IS FINISHED”
“It is finished!”
John 19:30, NLT

ESUS didn’t tell us what was finished. The noun doesn’t have a modifier, but
is empty. Was Jesus making a prayer-praise statement of victory over sin, the
devil and hell? Therefore, all in heaven and all saved in earth will rejoice with
Him. Was this a prayer-interpretation of Scripture and the Father’s plan of
salvation is finished? If so, Jesus is saying the Old Testament is wrapped up, the
legal requirements of salvation taught in Leviticus and by the rabbis, is satisfied.
Was Jesus making a prayer-thanksgiving of relief that His suffering was over
and now He can die so there is no more pain? If so, we can all join that prayer in
gratitude that the sinless Son of God will have no more torture. Perhaps, any of
the above and all of the above reasons are valid prayer responses to what Jesus
has gone through.

J

Father, I am glad all that Jesus endured is finished. But most importantly,
my sin debt is over, my prospect of hell is over, and my lost condition
before You is over, and my dark lost path in sin is finished. Now I stand
forgiven, cleansed, assured of heaven and enjoying Your love. Amen.
What else was finished? The Father sent Jesus into the world. Now Jesus is
saying, “My mission is completed.” Perhaps Jesus was thinking about all His
human relationships with His mother, Mary, family, friends, disciples; all human
relationships were finished. After death and resurrection, He would have a
transformed, glorified body. All the past was finished.
Lord Jesus, thank You for becoming a human man and identifying with
My physical life. Thank You for all You finished on the cross for me. Help
me finish Your plan for my life on earth. Help me finish my mission on
earth as You finished Yours. Amen.

READING:
Philippians 2:5-12

REFLECTION

Day 49

A PRAYER OF FINAL REUNION WITH THE
FATHER
“INTO THY HANDS”
“Into thy hands I commend my spirit!”
Luke 23:4, KJV
“I entrust my spirit into your hands!”
Luke 23:4, NLT

ESUS uttered a prayer we all must pray when facing death. It was a yieldingprayer, He faced the inevitable end that all of us will face someday. Jesus
submitted to death. It was also a victorious-prayer for death did not conquer
Jesus, but He was victorious over death. In this prayer, Jesus not only is our
example, but He is our way to the Father’s presence when we die. It was a finalprayer. Just as every journey must come to an end, so every life must finish.
Jesus began His earthly life in a manger, but ended it on the cross. And it is the
cross for which He is most famous.

J

Jesus, thank You for the cross because it was there I was crucified with
You (Gal. 2:20). Thank You for taking control over death and giving me
my victorious escape from this life. I will die like You, and with You.
Amen.
When the heavenly Father committed all things into Jesus’ hands, He gave
Jesus the keys to death (Rev. 1:18). So in His death, Jesus ended His life in
control of everything, just as the Father planned. He has a plan for your life also.
It is eternally best to die in the will of God and it is best to live for Christ, and
die to gain eternity.
Jesus, many times life doesn’t make sense, but I see the plan You have for
all who put their trust in You (Jeremiah 29:11). I submit to Your plan.

Into Your heart I commit my Spirit. Amen.
READING:
Ephesians 4:1-11;
Psalm 16:10, 11

REFLECTION

Week Eight

JESUS’ PRAYER MINISTRY CONTINUES
HE previous seven prayers represent the seven last words of Christ on the
cross. This last prayer reflects Jesus’ present prayer ministry in heaven.
After Jesus rose from the dead, He prayed for His disciples on several occasions.
Then He challenged them to work…and pray…for the Holy Spirit.

T

This was faith-praying, for they were asking for something they had never
experienced fully–the coming of the Holy Spirit.
After Jesus ascended into heaven, He sat down at the right hand of His
Father. In the Old Testament the high priest never sat because His priestly work
was not done. Jesus sat down because He finished everything about salvation,
i.e., “It is finished.” Now Jesus is our Intercessor to receive our prayers, and
deliver them to the Father. So we pray, “In Jesus’ name.” But Jesus is also our
Advocate. Because He is our victorious lawyer, He pleads forgiveness for our
sins. “And the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses us from all sin” (1 John
1:7, NLT).
Day 50

Beautiful Scars –Your Prayer of Consecration

Day 50

BEAUTIFUL SCARS
YOUR PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
“He was wounded for our transgressions.”
Isaiah 53:5, NKJV
“He showed them His wounds on His hand, and His side.”
John 20:20, NLT
“What are these wounds in thine hands?”
Zechariah 13:5, KJV

CARS are mostly ugly, and most people cover them up with clothing or try
to cover them with makeup, medicine or surgery. But some scars are beauty
marks. The crucifixion scarred Jesus …His hands, feet, side and His forehead
from the crown of thorns. Jesus used His scars to convince the doubtful disciple
who He was, and that He arose from the dead. “Behold My hands and My feet,
that it is I” (Luke 24:39, KJV). His wounds—terrible at the time—are now
beautiful. When Jesus returns in the sky, some will ask, “What are those
wounds?” Then this will remind us, “He was wounded for our transgressions”
(Is. 53:5). When we see His wounded hands reaching out to us, we will worship.

S

Lord, I am not worthy to be forgiven. I have sinned…I have rebelled and
I resisted. But one day I accepted Your love and claimed Your
forgiveness. Thank You for dying for me. I love Your wounds. Amen.
You have terrible pain when your body is cut open—or ripped…followed by
agony and a cry for relief. But healing follows, then slowly the pain gives way.
All that remains is a scar…a blemish in the flesh to remind you of that hurtful
experience that caused pain in the first place. But now the pain is gone, and now
you are healed…you are restored. And the scar is there to remind you of a past

pain, but look on the bright side; it is a beautiful reminder of healing and
wholeness.
Lord, thank You for my scars. May I never forget my scars, so I never
expose myself to the danger of the pain again. Thank You that my scars
remind me of healing and my present health. Thank You for scars that
remind me of life. Amen.
READINGS:
Isaiah 53:1-12;
Zechariah 12:10-11

REFLECTION

PART THREE
PRAYING WITH JESUS
LESSONS

Lesson 1:
ANSWER KEY

THE NATURE OF PRAYER
A. INTRODUCTION
1.

Prayer is commanded, “Men ought always to pray, and not to faint” (Luke
18:1).

2.

Jesus’ example of prayer. “Christ …is your example, you must follow in
His steps” (1 Peter 2:21, NLT).

3.

Disciples wanted to learn prayer from Him. “Once Jesus was in a certain
place praying. As he finished, one of His disciples came to him and said,
‘Lord, teach us to pray’” (Luke 11:1).

4.

If we pray like Jesus we must learn (7 weeks of lessons).
• The Nature of Prayer
• The Principles of Prayer
• Jesus’ Practice of Prayer (place, distance, methods)
• Jesus Gave Us the Lord’s Prayer
• “Ask,” Jesus’ Favorite Word for Prayer
• Jesus Prayed the Night Before His Death
• Jesus’ Prayers From the Cross

B. THE NATURE OF PRAYER
1.

Prayer is relationship. Essence of Christianity is our relationship with God.
Prayer was a defining necessity of Jesus. He prayed at all times, in all
places, with all methods, about all topics, for all reasons. Jesus was prayer.
“I gave Myself to prayer” (Ps. 109:4). He is praying now (Heb. 7:24-25).

2.

Prayer is conversation, i.e., two-way communication. Jesus’ first prayer,
“One day when the crowds were being baptized, Jesus himself was
baptized. As he was praying, the heavens opened, and the Holy Spirit, in

bodily form, descended on him like a dove. And a voice from heaven said,
‘You are my dearly loved Son, and you bring me great joy’” (Luke 3:21-22,
NLT). Jesus talked to His Father, and He responded.
3.

Prayer is entrance into God’s presence. “What shall I say?…Father glorify
Thy name. Then came a voice from heaven, saying, ‘I have both glorified it
and will glorify it again’” (John 12:27-28, KJV).
• Begin praying, “Hallowed be Your name.”
• “If you build it, they will come.” If you worship God, He will come
to receive.

4.

Prayer focuses on God (not yourself). “Let this cup pass from me:
nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt” (Matt. 26:39).

5.

Prayer demands your total personal response.
• Your mind focuses on God. “When you pray say our Father” (Luke
11:1).
• Your emotions, negative. “He prayed more fervently, and he was in
such agony of spirit” (Luke 22:44, NLT). Position. “Jesus rejoiced
in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father” (Luke 10:21, KJV).
• Your will is given to God. “I want your will to be done, not mine”
(Luke 22:42, NLT).
• What is important in prayer? What you say, feel and do.

6.

Prayer is life changing. It is not what you get, but what you become.
• Transforming. “As He was praying, the appearance of His face was
transformed” (Luke 9:29, NLT).
• Continually changed. “We can look into the mirror to see the Lord,
and the Holy Spirit makes us like Him, and we are changed into His
glorious image” (2 Cor. 3:18, ELT).

7.

Prayer is a necessary mandate. Jesus told His disciples, “They must keep
praying” (Luke 18:1, LB). Without prayer there is no…
• No salvation. “Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will
be saved” (Rom. 10:13).
• No indwelling. “I bow my knee to the Father…that Christ may
dwell in your hearts” (Eph. 3:14, 17, KJV).
• No spiritual learning. “Did not our heart burn within us as He …
explained the scriptures” (Luke 24:32, NKJV).

•
•

No added blessing. “Praying always with all petitions” (Eph. 6:19,
ELT).
No fruit. “Produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you
whatever you ask” (John 15:16, NLT).

Lesson 1:
QUESTIONS

THE NATURE OF PRAYER
A. INTRODUCTION
1.

Prayer is __________, “Men ought always to pray, and not to faint” (Luke
18:1).

2.

Jesus’ __________ of prayer. “Christ…is your example, you must follow in
His steps” (1 Peter 2:21, NLT).

3.

Disciples wanted to __________ prayer from Him. “Once Jesus was in a
certain place praying. As he finished, one of His disciples came to him and
said, ‘Lord, teach us to pray’” (Luke 11:1).

4.

If we pray like Jesus we must learn (7 weeks of lessons).
• The Nature of Prayer
• The __________ of Prayer
• Jesus’ __________ of Prayer (place, distance, methods)
• Jesus Gave Us the Lord’s Prayer
• “__________,” Jesus’ Favorite Word for Prayer
• Jesus Prayed the Night Before His Death
• Jesus’ Prayers From the __________

B. THE NATURE OF PRAYER
1.

Prayer is __________. Essence of Christianity is our relationship with God.
Prayer was a __________ of Jesus. He prayed at all times, in all places,
with all methods, about all topics, for all reasons. Jesus was __________. “I
gave Myself to prayer” (Ps. 109:4). He is praying now (Heb. 7:24-25).

2.

Prayer is __________, i.e., two-way communication. Jesus’ first prayer,
“One day when the crowds were being baptized, Jesus himself was
baptized. As he was praying, the heavens opened, and the Holy Spirit, in

bodily form, descended on him like a dove. And a voice from heaven said,
‘You are my dearly loved Son, and you bring me great joy’” (Luke 3:21-22,
NLT). Jesus talked to His Father, and He responded.
3.

Prayer is entrance into __________. “What shall I say?…Father glorify Thy
name. Then came a voice from heaven, saying, ‘I have both glorified it and
will glorify it again’” (John 12:27-28, KJV).
• __________ praying, “Hallowed be Your name.”
• “If you build it, they will come.” If you worship God, He will
__________.

4.

Prayer __________ on God (not yourself). “Let this cup pass from me:
nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt” (Matt. 26:39).

5.

Prayer demands your __________ __________.
• Your __________ focuses on God. “When you pray say our Father”
(Luke 11:1).
• Your __________, negative. “He prayed more fervently, and he was
in such agony of spirit” (Luke 22:44, NLT). Position. “Jesus
rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father” (Luke 10:21,
KJV).
• Your __________ is given to God. “I want your will to be done, not
mine” (Luke 22:42, NLT).
• What is important in prayer? What you say, feel and do.

6.

Prayer is __________. It is not what you get, but what you become.
• Transforming. “As He was praying, the appearance of His face was
transformed” (Luke 9:29, NLT).
• Continually changed. “We can look into the mirror to see the Lord,
and the Holy Spirit makes us like Him, and we are changed into His
glorious image” (2 Cor. 3:18, ELT).

7.

Prayer is a necessary __________. Jesus told His disciples, “They must
keep praying” (Luke 18:1, LB). Without prayer there is no…
• No salvation. “Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will
be saved” (Rom. 10:13).
• No __________. “I bow my knee to the Father…that Christ may
dwell in your hearts” (Eph. 3:14, 17, KJV).
• No spiritual learning. “Did not our heart burn within us as He …

•
•

explained the scriptures” (Luke 24:32, NKJV).
No added blessing. “Praying always with all petitions” (Eph. 6:19,
ELT).
No __________. “Produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give
you whatever you ask” (John 15:16, NLT).

Lesson 2:
ANSWER KEY

THE PRINCIPLES OF PRAYER
A. INTRODUCTION
1.

The nature of prayer tells what it is (description), the principles of prayer
guides in prayer (description).

2.

The guards answered. “No man ever spoke like this Man!” (John 7:46). We
could say, “No man ever prayed like Jesus prayed.”

3.

Principles are rules. “Methods are many, principles are few, methods may
change, but prayer principles never do.”

B. JESUS’ PRINCIPLES OF PRAYER
1.

Faith praying. Jesus believed the Father heard and answered. “I thank You
for hearing Me. You always hear Me…I said it to their sake…so they will
believe” (John 11:41-42, NLT). “Without faith it is impossible…must
believe that God exists, and that He rewards” (Heb. 11:6). Therefore pray in
faith, “pray for anything, if you believe that you will receive, it will be
yours” (Mark 11:24, NLT).

2.

Honest praying. Jesus focused his greatest challenge honestly. “Please take
this cup of suffering away from Me,” You must face your greatest (a)
problems, (b) temptation (1 Cor. 10:13), (c) trials (James 1:2-4), (d) lack of
faith (Mark 9:24), (e) suffering (1 Peter 4:1, 12-19), (f) therefore pray
honestly, “with open face beholding” (2 Cor. 3:18).

3.

Submissive praying. It’s not about you and your desires, its about God.
Jesus didn’t rebel against the Father’s will but asked for a different way. “If
it is possible…suffering be taken from Me” But yielded, “I want Thy will to
be done not Mine” (Matt. 26:39, NLT). Pray, “Thy will be done on earth, as
in heaven” (Matt. 6:10).

4.

Asking prayer. Because of His faith, Jesus asked, “Father…You always

hear Me…Lazarus come out. And the dead man came out” (John 11:41-44,
NLT). Jesus demonstrates what He told us to do…ask (John 14:13).
Therefore ask in prayer.
5.

Persistent prayer. Jesus prayed in many places, many ways, many times,
with many people for many kinds of requests, using different positions in
prayer, and was consistent. “Keep on asking…keep on seeking…keep on
knocking” (Matt. 7:7, NLT). Therefore continue asking, “We will give
ourselves continually to prayer” (Acts 6:4, KJV).

6.

Gratitude praying. Gratitude is your honest expression. “Jesus prayed this
prayer: ‘O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, thank you’” (Matt. 11:25,
NLT). “Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks to God” (John 6:11, NLT). What
does your ungrateful heart express? Blindness not knowing, egotism –
thinking you don’t need others, unbelief – not recognizing God’s provision
(James 1:17).

7.

Gratitude is still the acid test of virtue, reflecting who you are, and who
you are not. Therefore, pray for a gracious spirit and exercise gratitude
continually.

8.

Rejoicing prayer. When you believe right and think right and live right and
pray right, you will rejoice with God in prayer. Jesus rejoiced in spirit and
said, I thank Thee, O Father” (Luke 10:21, KJV). What gets answered,
rejoice because of His joy, rejoice in faith expecting an answer, rejoice over
answer, “ask, using my name and you will receive…joy.” Therefore, pray
for a rejoicing spirit and be happy. “Blessed (happy) is the one who walks
not in the counsel of the ungodly” (Ps. 1:1, ELT).

Lesson 2:
QUESTIONS

THE PRINCIPLES OF PRAYER
A. INTRODUCTION
1.

The nature of prayer tells __________ (description), the principles of
prayer __________ (description).

2.

The guards answered. “No man ever spoke like this Man!” (John 7:46). We
could say, “No man ever prayed like Jesus prayed.”

3.

Principles are rules. “Methods are many, principles are few, methods may
change, but __________ never do.”

B. JESUS’ PRINCIPLES OF PRAYER
1.

__________ praying. Jesus believed the Father heard and answered. “I
thank you for hearing me. You always hear me…I said it to their sake…so
they will believe” (John 11:41-42, NLT). “Without faith it is impossible…
must believe that God exists, and that He rewards” (Heb. 11:6). Therefore
pray in faith, “pray for anything, if you believe that you will receive, it will
be yours” (Mark 11:24, NLT).

2.

__________ praying. Jesus focused his greatest challenge honestly. “Please
take this cup of suffering away from me,” You must face your greatest (a)
__________, (b) temptation (1 Cor. 10:13), (c) trials (James 1:2-4), (d) lack
of faith (Mark 9:24), (e) __________ (1 Peter 4:1, 12-19), (f) therefore pray
honestly, “with open face beholding” (2 Cor. 3:18).

3.

__________ praying. It’s not about you and your desires, its about God.
Jesus didn’t rebel against the Father’s will but asked for a different way. “If
it is possible…suffering be taken from me” But yielded, “I want thy will to
be done not mine” (Matt. 26:39, NLT). Pray, “Thy will be done on earth, as
in heaven” (Matt. 6:10).

4.

__________ prayer. Because of His faith, Jesus asked, “Father…you

always hear me …Lazarus come out. And the dead man came out” (John
11:41-44, NLT). Jesus __________ what He told us to do…ask (John
14:13). Therefore ask in prayer.
5.

__________ prayer. Jesus prayed in many places, many ways, many times,
with many people for many kinds of requests, using different positions in
prayer, and was consistent. “Keep on asking…keep on seeking…keep on
knocking” (Matt. 7:7, NLT). Therefore continue asking, “We will give
ourselves continually to prayer” (Acts 6:4, KJV).

6.

__________ praying. Gratitude is your honest expression. “Jesus prayed
this prayer: ‘O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, thank you’” (Matt. 11:25,
NLT). “Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks to God” (John 6:11, NLT). What
does your ungrateful heart express? Blindness not knowing, egotism –
thinking you don’t need others, unbelief – not recognizing God’s provision
(James 1:17).

7.

Gratitude is still the __________ of virtue, reflecting who you are, and who
you are not. Therefore, pray for a gracious spirit and exercise gratitude
continually.

8.

__________ prayer. When you believe right and think right and live right
and pray right, you will rejoice with God in prayer. Jesus rejoiced in spirit
and said, I thank thee O Father” (Luke 10:21, KJV). What gets answered,
rejoice because of His joy, rejoice in faith expecting an answer, rejoice over
answer, “ask, using my name and you will receive…joy.” Therefore, pray
for a rejoicing spirit and be happy. “Blessed (happy) is the one who walks
not in the counsel of the ungodly” (Ps. 1:1, ELT).

Lesson 3:
ANSWER KEY

JESUS’ PRACTICE OF PRAYER
A. INTRODUCTION
1.

With Jesus in the school of prayer. First, learn the nature of prayer (what it
is); second, learn prayer principles, the rule to guide you. Third, practice
Jesus’ method of prayer.

2.

Your prayer methods don’t get answers, your heart passion does. Your rules
don’t get answers, your heart attitude does.

3.

Not methods, but pray like Jesus (example), pray with Jesus (indwelling)
and pray through Jesus (intercessor).

4.

While prayer methods are not imperative, they point you to the Father, they
provide you with handles, and they prepare your attitude and faith.

B. PRACTICE OF JESUS WHILE PRAYING
1.

Jesus prayed in various places. On the mountain (Matt. 14:23), a garden
(John 18:1, Matt. 26:36), the wilderness (Matt. 4:1), house (Mark 2:1),
closet or secret place (Matt. 6:6), in front crowds (John 6:11), synagogue
(Mark 1:21, Luke 4:16), Upper Room (restaurant) (Mark 14:23), in the
Holy of Holies (John 17:1 ff), and on the cross (See below).

2.

Jesus prayed at various times. In the early morning (Mark 1:35), evening
(Mark 6:46), the fourth watch-middle of night (Matt. 14:23, 25). All night
(Luke 6:12). “Could you not watch with Me one hour?” (Matt. 26:40).
Forty days in wilderness fasting (Matt. 4:2).

3.

Jesus prayed short and long prayers. His longest prayer John 17, also “He
prayed to God all night” (Luke 6:12). His shortest prayers, “I thirst” (John
19:28), and “Father forgive them” (Luke 23:34).

4.

Jesus prayed using various body positions and postures. He knelt (Luke
6:41), He stood (John 11:43), He lay on the ground (Mark 14:35), His face

down (Matt. 26:39), He looked up (Mark 7:34, Luke 9:16), He lifted His
eyes (Luke 6:20). Not mentioned-closed eyes, or folded hands.
5.

Jesus prayed alone and prayed in front of a crowd. “Shut the door behind
you and pray in private” (Matt. 6:7). He sought solitude in the mountains
(Mark 6:46-47), and outside Capernaum. “He went out and departed into a
solitary place and there prayed” (Mark 1:35). “Let the children come to
Me… and He placed His hands on them and blessed them” (Matt. 19:14-15,
NLT). “The seventy returned… He said to them…rejoice because your
names are written in heaven…Jesus rejoice…O Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, I thank you” (Luke 10:17-21).

6.

Jesus prayed for people in general and for specific individuals. “Simon,
satan has asked to sift you like wheat, but I have pleaded in prayer for
you…that your faith should not fail” (Luke 22:31-32). “My prayer is not for
the world, but for those…(disciples)” (John 17:9, NLT). “I am praying
for…all who will ever believe” (John 17:20, NLT).

7.

Jesus was motivated to pray differently. “He prayed about pressure, “Jesus
became anguished and distressed” (Matt. 26:37, NLT). He worshiped,
“Jesus looked to heaven…give glory back to You.” He praised from a
happy spirit, “Jesus O Father, Lord of heaven” (Luke 10:20-21, NLT).

Lesson 3:
QUESTIONS

JESUS’ PRACTICE OF PRAYER
A. INTRODUCTION
1.

With Jesus in the school of prayer. First, learn the nature of prayer (what it
is); second, learn prayer principles, the __________ you. Third, practice
Jesus’ __________ of prayer.

2.

Your prayer methods don’t get answers, your heart passion does. Your rules
don’t get answers, your heart attitude does.

3.

Not methods, but pray like Jesus (__________), pray with Jesus
(__________) and pray through Jesus (__________).

4.

While prayer methods are not imperative, they __________ you to the
Father, they __________ you with handles, and they __________ your
attitude and faith.

B. PRACTICE OF JESUS WHILE PRAYING
1.

Jesus prayed in various __________. On the mountain (Matt. 14:23), a
garden (John 18:1, Matt. 26:36), the wilderness (Matt. 4:1), house (Mark
2:1), closet or secret place (Matt. 6:6), in front crowds (John 6:11),
synagogue (Mark 1:21, Luke 4:16), Upper Room (restaurant) (Mark 14:23),
in the Holy of Holies (John 17:1 ff), and on the cross (See below).

2.

Jesus prayed at various __________. In the early morning (Mark 1:35),
evening (Mark 6:46), the fourth watch-middle of night (Matt. 14:23, 25).
All night (Luke 6:12). “Could you not watch with me one hour?” (Matt.
26:40). Forty days in wilderness fasting (Matt. 4:2).

3.

Jesus prayed __________ prayers. His longest prayer John 17, also “He
prayed to God all night” (Luke 6:12). His shortest prayer, “I thirst” (John
19:28). “Father forgive them” (Luke 23:34).

4.

Jesus prayed using various body __________. He knelt (Luke 6:41), He

stood (John 11:43), He lay on the ground (Mark 14:35), His face down
(Matt. 26:39), He looked up (Mark 7:34, Luke 9:16), He lifted His eyes
(Luke 6:20). Not mentioned-closed eyes, or folded hands.
5.

Jesus prayed __________ and prayed in front of a __________. “Shut the
door behind you and pray in private” (Matt. 6:7). He sought solitude in the
mountains (Mark 6:46-47), and outside Capernaum. “He went out and
departed into a solitary place and there prayed” (Mark 1:35). “Let the
children come to Me…and He placed His hands on them and blessed them”
(Matt. 19:14-15, NLT). “The seventy returned…He said to them…rejoice
because your names are written in heaven…Jesus rejoice…O Father, Lord
of heaven and earth, I thank you” (Luke 10:17-21).

6.

Jesus prayed for people in __________ and for __________ individuals.
“Simon, satan has asked to sift you like wheat, but I have pleaded in prayer
for you…that your faith should not fail” (Luke 22:31-32). “My prayer is not
for the world, but for those…(disciples)” (John 17:9, NLT). “I am praying
for…all who will ever believe” (John 17:20, NLT).

7.

Jesus was __________ to pray differently. “He prayed about pressure,
“Jesus became anguished and distressed” (Matt. 26:37, NLT). He
worshiped, “Jesus looked to heaven…give glory back to You.” He praised
from a happy spirit, “Jesus O Father, Lord of heaven” (Luke 10:20-21,
NLT).

Lesson 4:
ANSWER KEY

ASKING ACCORDING TO JESUS’ DIRECTION
A. INTRODUCTION
1.

Prayer acknowledges our limitations to help ourselves.

2.

Our many needs motivate us to pray.

3.

We don’t need to be told to pray, Jesus directed us to proper prayer by His
example and directions.

4.

The Greek word used of Jesus’ prayer is proseuchomai (pros toward,
euchomai, the face), i.e., to talk or commune. The word Jesus directed us,
aiteo (to ask because of need or desire). Therefore, when we fellowship
with God we can ask.

5.

Many do not receive what they ask because God knows their motives. “The
evil desires at war within you. You want what you don’t have, so you
scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous of what others have…so you fight
and wage war to take it away from them. You don’t have what you want
because you don’t ask God for it. And even when you ask, you don’t get it
because your motives are all wrong” (James 4:2-3, NLT).

B. “ASK”… JESUS’ FAVORITE WORD FOR US TO PRAY
1.

Jesus instructed us to ask specifically. “Hitherto have you asked nothing in
My name, ask and you shall receive” (John 16:24).

2.

Ask with continued confidence. “Keep on asking and you will receive what
you ask for, keep on seeking…keep on knocking” (Matt. 7:7, NLT).

3.

Ask boldly. “Anyone who believes in Me will do the same works I have
done, and even greater works… ask for anything in My name, and I will do
it” (John 14:12-13).
• Qualification: “I will do it,” i.e., tied to Jesus doing it.

4.

Ask as you abide or remain in Jesus. “If you remain in Me and My words
remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted”
(John 15:7).
a. Qualification: abiding according to His Word/Scripture.
b. Continuous practice of His Word.

5.

Asking because of fruit bearing. “Go and produce lasting fruit, so that the
Father will give you whatever you ask” (John 15:16).
a. Qualification: not superficial fruit, but lasting results, i.e., test of
time.
b. Fruit is character (Gal. 5:22-23) and another believer.
c. Fruitfulness is whole purpose of asking.

6.

Asking rejoicing. “Ask and you will receive so that your happiness may be
complete” (John 16:24, TEV).
a. Qualification: happiness is an inner attitude when walking with
God.
b. You don’t ask to get happy, but happy people get answers from God.

7.

Asking obediently. “We come to the Lord…and get whatever we ask for
because we are obeying Him and doing the things that please Him” (1 John
3:21-22, NLT).
a. Qualification: Not single obedience but lifestyle obedience.
b. Based on your heart attitude, “Please Him.”
c. Practice: we can use a prayer list to remind us
d. All asking is rooted in faith. “Without faith it is impossible to please
God” (Heb. 11:6).

Lesson 4:
QUESTIONS

ASKING ACCORDING TO JESUS’ DIRECTION
A. INTRODUCTION
1.

Prayer acknowledges __________ to help ourselves.

2.

Our many __________ motivate us to pray.

3.

We don’t need to be told to pray, Jesus directed us to proper prayer by
__________ __________.

4.

The Greek word used of Jesus’ prayer is proseuchomai (pros toward,
euchomai, the face), i.e., to __________. The word Jesus directed us, aiteo
(to ask because of __________). Therefore, when we fellowship with God
we can ask.

5.

Many do not receive what they ask because God knows their __________.
“The evil desires at war within you. You want what you don’t have, so you
scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous of what others have…so you fight
and wage war to take it away from them. You don’t have what you want
because you don’t ask God for it. And even when you ask, you don’t get it
because your motives are all wrong” (James 4:2-3, NLT).

B. “ASK”… JESUS’ FAVORITE WORD FOR US TO PRAY
1.

Jesus instructed us to __________ specifically. “Hitherto have you asked
nothing in My name, ask and you shall receive” (John 16:24).

2.

Ask with __________ confidence. “Keep on asking and you will receive
what you ask for, keep on seeking…keep on knocking” (Matt. 7:7, NLT).

3.

Ask __________. “Anyone who believes in Me will do the same works I
have done, and even greater works…ask for anything in My name, and I
will do it” (John 14:12-13).
• Qualification: “I will do it,” i.e., tied to Jesus doing it.

4.

Ask as you abide or remain in Jesus. “If you remain in Me and my words
remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted”
(John 15:7).
a. Qualification: abiding according to His __________.
b. __________ practice of His Word.

5.

Asking because of __________. “Go and produce lasting fruit, so that the
Father will give you whatever you ask” (John 15:16).
a. Qualification: not superficial fruit, but __________ results, i.e.,
__________.
b. Fruit is __________ (Gal. 5:22-23) and another believer.
c. Fruitfulness is __________ of asking.

6.

Asking __________. “Ask and you will receive so that your happiness may
be complete” (John 16:24, TEV).
a. Qualification: happiness is an __________ when walking with God.
b. You don’t ask to get happy, but happy people get answers from God.

7.

Asking __________. “We come to the Lord…and get whatever we ask for
because we are obeying Him and doing the things that please Him” (1 John
3:21-22, NLT).
a. Qualification: Not single obedience but lifestyle obedience.
b. Based on your , “Please Him.”
c. Practice: we can use a prayer list to remind us.
d. All asking is rooted in faith. “Without faith it is impossible to please
God” (Heb. 11:6).

Lesson 5:
ANSWER KEY

FOLLOWING JESUS’ PATTERN IN THE LORD’S
PRAYER
A. INTRODUCTION
1.

Yonggi Cho, who built largest church in history, prayed the Lord’s Prayer
daily, 6 or 7 times.

2.

Not repetition. “After this manner” (Matt. 6:9), means a pattern. i.e., a
blueprint, a road map, or a dress pattern.

3.

First word is important. “Our,” plural pronoun meaning more than one.
a. You pray with Jesus who indwells you.
b. You pray through His blood forgiveness of the cross.
c. He directs your request to the Father as our lawyer, Intercessor.

4.

Seven petitions. First three are about God. The middle prayer is the hinge,
and last three are about our needs.

5.

Semi-conclusion. “On earth as it is in heaven” (v. 10). Our focus on earth;
our ministry for request, heaven, our destination.

6.

Second word, Father. God was never addressed with this name of intimate
relationship in the Old Testament.

B. SEVEN PETITIONS/PRAYERS OF THE LORD’S PRAYER
1.

Holiness praying. “Hallowed be Thy name” (Matt. 6:10). Your prayers
cannot make God more holy, so make Him holy in your inner life, your
daily life, and your life’s plans.

2.

Praying for God’s rule. Thy kingdom come.
a. Asking God for daily influence on the world.
b. Asking for future kingdom.

3.

Submissive praying, “Thy will be done.”
a. Asking God’s glorious plan and laws be accomplished.
b. Submitting to His purpose for your life.

4.

Supply praying.
a. Bread is symbol word for necessities, i.e., physical, emotional,
financial, etc.
b. Recognizing daily recurring needs.
c. Don’t ask for a warehouse of unlimited food, or an unlimited bank
account.

5.

Forgiveness praying.
a. Debt is least severe term for sin. God knows we sin both ignorantly
and without malice.
b. Attitude is foundation for God to hear us. Not because we
automatically forgive, but because our heart is broken because of
sin.

6.

Victory praying.
a. God never tempts. “Do not say, ‘God is tempting me.’ God is never
tempted to do wrong, and He never tempts anyone else” (James
1:13, NLT).
b. God lead us (Ps. 23), but not into the clutches of temptations where
we will fail.
c. Implication. “God leads me through temptation into victory.”

7.

Protection praying.
a. Trials are inevitable (1 Peter 4:12-14), and temptation is all around,
this is a necessary prayer.
b. Evil is a person (satan), continually trying to get to you (1 Peter
4:8).

Lesson 5:
QUESTIONS

FOLLOWING JESUS’ PATTERN IN THE LORD’S
PRAYER
A. INTRODUCTION
1.

Yonggi Cho, who built largest church in history, prayed the Lord’s Prayer
__________, 6 or 7 times.

2.

Not repetition. “After this manner” (Matt. 6:9), means a __________. i.e., a
blueprint, a road map, or a dress pattern.

3.

First word is important. “Our,” plural pronoun meaning more than one.
a. You pray with Jesus who __________ you.
b. You pray through His blood __________ of the cross.
c. He directs your request to the Father as our lawyer, __________.

4.

Seven petitions. First three are about God. The middle prayer is the
__________, and last three are about our needs.

5.

Semi-conclusion. “On earth as it is in heaven” (v. 10). Our __________ on
earth; our __________ for request, heaven, our __________.

6.

Second word, Father. God was never addressed with this name of
__________ in the Old Testament.

B. SEVEN PETITIONS/PRAYERS OF THE LORD’S PRAYER
1.

__________ praying. “Hallowed be Thy name” (Matt. 6:10). Your prayers
cannot make God more holy, so make Him holy in your inner life, your
daily life, and your life’s plans.

2.

Praying for __________. Thy kingdom come.
a. Asking God for __________ influence on the world.
b. Asking for __________ kingdom.

3.

__________ praying, “Thy will be done.”
a. Asking God’s glorious plan and laws be accomplished.
b. Submitting to His purpose for __________.

4.

__________ praying.
a. Bread is symbol word for __________, i.e., physical, emotional,
financial, etc.
b. Recognizing daily __________ needs.
c. Don’t ask for a warehouse of __________ food, or an unlimited
bank account.

5.

__________ praying.
a. Debt is least severe term for sin. God knows we sin both ignorantly
and without malice.
b. __________ is foundation for God to hear us. Not because we
automatically forgive, but because our heart is broken because of
sin.

6.

__________ praying.
a. God __________ tempts. “Do not say, ‘God is tempting me.’ God is
never tempted to do wrong, and He never tempts anyone else”
(James 1:13, NLT).
b. God lead us (Ps. 23), but not into the __________ of temptations
where we will fail.
c. Implication. “God leads me through temptation into __________.”

7.

__________ praying.
a. Trials are inevitable (1 Peter 4:12-14), and temptation is all around,
this is a __________.
b. Evil is a person (satan), __________ to get to you (1 Peter 4:8).

Lesson 6:
ANSWER KEY

JESUS’ HIGH PRIESTLY PRAYERS THE NIGHT
BEFORE THE CROSS
A. INTRODUCTION
1.

Two different prayers.
a. John 17, Jesus prays out of His strength.
b. Gethsemane, Jesus prays out of suffering and agony.

2.

John 17 has a triumphant theme; Gethsemane shows exhaustion and
weakness as He surrenders to the Father’s will.

3.

First prayer not in Upper Room and before He gets to the garden. Where?
Holy of Holies.

4.

John 17 is the longest recorded prayer, other times not recorded He prayed
all night, 40 days.

B. TRIUMPHANT PRAYING: JOHN 17:1-22
1.

Asked to return to His previous glory. “Bring me into the glory” (v. 5). You
can pray for yourself when your purpose is to glorify the Father. “Give
glory back to You” (v. 1).

2.

For His disciples. “My prayer is not for the world, but for those you have
given Me” (v. 9).
a. Prays for them to glorify the Father.
b. For their spiritual growth.
c. For their effective ministry.
d. Protection from the evil one.

3.

For all believers. “I pray that they will all be one” (v. 21). The basis:
a. As Father and Son are one (v. 21).

b. For evangelization (v. 21).
c. Not union in one denomination, but unity in acceptance, love, and
fellowship.

C. GETHSEMANE PRAYING
1.

A comfortable place for agonizing praying; “Where He usually prayed”
(Luke 22:39).
a. Because He knew His hour had come (John 13:1).
b. Because He faced physical torture.
c. Because the cup contained the sins of the world.
d. Physical death.

2.

Agonizing prayer. “He prayed more fervently…agony of spirit” (Luke
22:44, NLT). He “carried our sorrows” (Is. 53:4). “He bore our sins” (1
Peter 2:24).

3.

Private prayer. When no one prayed with Him. “He took Peter…and James
and John…keep watch with Me…He found them asleep…could you not
watch with Me one hour?” (Matt. 26:31-40, NLT). Three times they fell
asleep. “A third time…go ahead and sleep” (Matt. 26:45, NLT).

4.

Submissive prayer. Jesus didn’t reject the Father’s will, He wanted another
plan. “Let this cup pass from Me” (Matt. 26:39, NLT). He yielded. “If this
cup cannot be taken away unless I drink it, Your will be done” (Matt. 26:42,
NLT).

5.

Effective prayer. “He offered prayer and pleaded with a loud cry and tears,
to the one who could receive Him from death. And God heard His prayers”
(Heb. 5:7, NLT).

Lesson 6:
QUESTIONS

JESUS’ HIGH PRIESTLY PRAYERS THE NIGHT
BEFORE THE CROSS
A. INTRODUCTION
1.

Two different prayers.
a. John 17, Jesus prays out of His __________.
b. Gethsemane, Jesus prays out of suffering and agony.

2.

John 17 has a __________ theme; Gethsemane shows exhaustion and
weakness as He __________ to the Father’s will.

3.

First prayer not in Upper Room and before He gets to the garden.

4.

Where __________.

5.

John 17 is the longest recorded prayer, other times not recorded He prayed
__________, 40 days.

B. TRIUMPHANT PRAYING: JOHN 17:1-22
1.

Asked to return to His __________. “Bring me into the glory” (v. 5). You
can pray for yourself when your purpose is to glorify the Father. “Give
glory back to You” (v. 1).

2.

For His disciples. “My prayer is not for the world, but for those you have
given Me” (v. 9).
a. Prays for them to __________ the Father.
b. For their spiritual __________.
c. For their __________.
d. __________ from the evil one.

3.

For all believers. “I pray that they will all be one” (v. 21). The basis:
a. As Father and Son are one (v. 21).

b. For __________ (v. 21).
c. Not union in one denomination, but unity in acceptance, love, and
fellowship.

C. GETHSEMANE PRAYING
1.

A __________ place for agonizing praying; “Where He usually prayed”
(Luke 22:39).
a. Because He knew His hour had come (John 13:1).
b. Because He faced physical torture.
c. Because the cup contained the sins of the world.
d. __________.

2.

__________ prayer. “He prayed more fervently…agony of spirit” (Luke
22:44, NLT). He “carried our sorrows” (Is. 53:4). “He bore our sins” (1
Peter 2:24).

3.

__________ prayer. When no one prayed with Him. “He took Peter …and
James and John…keep watch with Me…He found them asleep…could you
not watch with Me one hour?” (Matt. 26:31-40, NLT). Three times they fell
asleep. “A third time…go ahead and sleep” (Matt. 26:45, NLT).

4.

__________ prayer. Jesus didn’t reject the Father’s will, He wanted another
plan. “Let this cup pass from Me” (Matt. 26:39, NLT). He yielded. “If this
cup cannot be taken away unless I drink it, Your will be done” (Matt. 26:42,
NLT).

5.

__________ prayer. “He offered prayer and pleaded with a loud cry and
tears, to the one who could receive Him from death. And God heard His
prayers” (Heb. 5:7, NLT).

Lesson 7:
ANSWER KEY

PRAYING FROM THE CROSS
A. INTRODUCTION
1.

The seven sayings from the cross.
a. “Father forgive.” A forgiveness prayer to connect people to God.
b. “With Me in paradise.” A prayer of salvation.
c. “Woman, behold your son.” A prayer of relationship.
d. “My God, why have you forsaken me?” A prayer of deliverance.
e. “I thirst.” A prayer of universal need.
f. “It is finished.” A triumphant prayer.
g. “Into Thy hand.” A prayer of final reunion.

2.

Two apexes of prayer that changed everything for eternity.
a. “My God, why have You forsaken Me?” Jesus became sin.
b. “It is finished.” Everything about God’s ultimate plan is finished.

B. SEVEN PRAYERS
3.

Forgiveness prayer – who did Jesus forgive?
a. Soldiers.
b. Pilate.
c. Jewish leaders.
d. Judas.
e. Disciples who ran away.
f. Me.

4.

With Me in paradise.
a. Not a place.
b. The eternal promise “with Me.”

c. A thief will not have a second-rate heaven.
5.

“Woman, behold your son.”
a. At least 7 children born to Joseph and Mary, the oldest was
responsible (Matt. 13:55-56).
b. Jesus fulfills family duty as He died.

6.

“My God why have you forsaken Me?” The greatest punishment was not
physical, but spiritual.

7.

“I thirst.” The only thing He felt was physical thirst.
a. Have you ever been so thirsty you hurt?
b. You must be empty before He will fill you.

8.

“It is finished.” What was finished?
a. Sabbath, Old Testament.
b. Old Testament law nailed to cross (Col. 2:14-15).
c. Sacrifices in temple.
d. Victory over satan.
e. Plan of salvation.
f. Temple requirements.
g. Our salvation.
h. Physical sufferings. Jesus’ mission on earth.

9.

“Into Thy hand I commend My spirit.”
a. Death didn’t take His life, He yielded.
b. Jesus was in control “No one can take my life from me. I sacrifice it
voluntarily…I have authority to lay it down…to take it again” (John
10:18, NLT).

C. WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM JESUS’ PRAYERS ON THE
CROSS?
1.

Pray at the beginning, middle and end of trouble.

2.

You forgive others for your sake. Jesus forgave because it was His nature
and it was why He was dying. You forgive not for their sakes, but for your
sake. Without forgiveness you can’t get over your spiritual hurt,

therapeutic but also it grows your spirituality.
3.

It is alright to cry out to the Father when you hurt.

4.

Never forget your family responsibilities.

5.

Learn triumphant praying when God gives you great victory.

6.

This is great possibility on being thirsty. God can’t fill you when your life
is filled with self, stuff, agendas, etc.

7.

Make your last prayer at night or at the end of life your best, i.e., yielding
prayer.

Lesson 7:
QUESTIONS

PRAYING FROM THE CROSS
A. INTRODUCTION
1.

The seven sayings from the cross.
a. “Father forgive.” A __________ prayer to connect people to God.
b. “With Me in paradise.” A prayer of __________.
c. “Woman, behold your son.” A prayer of __________.
d. “My God, why have you forsaken me?” A prayer of __________.
e. “I thirst.” A prayer of __________.
f. “It is finished.” A __________ prayer.
g. “Into Thy hand.” A prayer of __________.

2.

Two apexes of prayer that changed everything for eternity.
a. “My God, why have You forsaken Me?” Jesus became __________.
b. “It is finished.” Everything about God’s __________ is finished.

B. SEVEN PRAYERS
3.

__________ prayer – who did Jesus forgive?
a. Soldiers.
b. Pilate.
c. Jewish leaders.
d. __________.
e. Disciples who ran away.
f. __________.

4.

With Me in paradise.
a. Not a __________.
b. The eternal promise “__________.”

c. A thief will not have a __________.
5.

“Woman, behold your son.”
a. At least 7 children born to Joseph and Mary, the oldest was
__________ (Matt. 13:55-56).
b. Jesus fulfills __________ as He died.

6.

“My God why have you forsaken Me?” The greatest punishment was not
physical, but __________.

7.

“I thirst.” The only thing He felt was physical thirst.
a. Have you ever been so thirsty you hurt?
b. You must be __________ before He will fill you.

8.

“It is finished.” What was finished?
a. Sabbath, Old Testament.
b. Old Testament __________ nailed to cross (Col. 2:14-15).
c. __________.
d. Victory over satan.
e. __________.
f. __________ requirements.
g. Our salvation.
h. __________. Jesus’ mission on earth.

9.

“Into Thy hand I commend My spirit.”
a. Death didn’t take His life, __________.
b. Jesus was in control “No one can take my life from me. I sacrifice it
voluntarily…I have authority to lay it down…to take it again” (John
10:18, NLT).

C. WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM JESUS’ PRAYERS ON THE
CROSS?
1.

Pray at the beginning, middle and end of __________.

2.

You forgive others for your sake. Jesus forgave because it was His
__________ and it was why He was dying. You forgive not for their sakes,
but for __________. Without forgiveness you can’t get over your spiritual

hurt, __________ but also it grows your __________.
3.

It is alright to cry out to the Father when you __________.

4.

Never forget your family __________.

5.

Learn __________ praying when God gives you great victory.

6.

This is great possibility on __________. God can’t fill you when your life is
filled with self, stuff, agendas, etc.

7.

Make your last prayer at night or at the end of life your best, i.e.,
__________.

Lesson 8:
ANSWER KEY

BEAUTIFUL SCARS
A. BEAUTIFUL SCARS
“He was wounded for our transgressions” (Is. 53:5).
“He showed them His wounds on His hands and His side” (John 20:20,
NLT).
“What are those wounds in thine hands” (Zech. 13:6, KJV).
1.

Our scars remind us of our pain, agony, etc. We try to hide them with
clothing, cosmetics, etc.

2.

A scare is wonderful – you are healed, restored, pain is gone. You are
healthier.

3.

Scars remind of your healing and wholeness.

B. JESUS PRAYED DURING 40 DAYS AFTER RESURRECTION
1.

Peace. The last prayer benediction in Upper Room (John 16:33), and first
words of prayer introduction when He returned to Upper Room (John
20:19), peace.

2.

Because Jesus was no longer tied to His previous physical body, does not
mean He quit praying. He introduced a new prayer ministry.

C. JESUS IS OUR ADVOCATE (LAWYER)
“My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate who pleads our case before the
Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who is truly righteous. He himself is

the sacrifice that atones for our sins—and not only our sins but the sins
of all the world” (1 John 2:1-2, NLT).
3.

God’s requirements. “That ye sin not” (1 John 2:1).

4.

God’s grace and understanding. “If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive our self” (1 John 1:2). “If we say we have not sinned we are calling
God a liar” (1 John 1:10, NLT).

5.

God’s available answer. “If we are living in the light…the blood of Jesus,
His Son, cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:8, NLT).

6.

What must we do? “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive…and cleanse” (1 John 1:9, NLT).
a. Jesus has two qualities: (1) faithful and, (2) just.
b. We get two results: (1) forgiveness and, (2) cleansing.

D. JESUS IS OUR INTERCESSOR
“But because Jesus lives forever, his priesthood lasts forever. Therefore
he is able, once and forever, to save those who come to God through him.
He lives forever to intercede with God on their behalf” (Heb. 7:24-25,
NLT).
1.

Jesus receives our prayers and directs them to the Father.

2.

Jesus prays for us when we don’t pray, we don’t know that we need
prayers, and when we can’t pray.

3.

Jesus is high priest who pleads His blood in our behalf.

4.

We can pray with Jesus because:
a. He promised it in the Lord’s Prayer, “Our Father” (Matt. 6:10).
b. He indwells us, “Christ lives in me” (Gal. 2:20).
c. I am in Jesus, “You in me” (John 14:20).
d. He ever lives to make intercession (Heb. 7:25).

Lesson 8:
QUESTIONS

BEAUTIFUL SCARS
A. BEAUTIFUL SCARS
“He was wounded for our transgressions” (Is. 53:5).
“He showed them His wounds on His hands and His side” (John 20:20,
NLT).
“What are those wounds in thine hands” (Zech. 13:6, KJV).
1.

Our scars remind us of our pain, agony, etc. We try to __________ them
with clothing, cosmetics, etc.

2.

A scare is __________ – you are healed, restored, pain is gone. You are
healthier.

3.

Scars remind of your __________.

B. JESUS PRAYED DURING 40 DAYS AFTER RESURRECTION
1.

Peace. The last prayer __________ in Upper Room (John 16:33), and first
words of prayer introduction when He returned to Upper Room (John
20:19), __________.

2.

Because Jesus was no longer tied to His previous physical body, does not
mean He quit praying. He introduced a __________.

C. JESUS IS OUR ADVOCATE (LAWYER)
“My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate who pleads our case before the
Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who is truly righteous. He himself is

the sacrifice that atones for our sins—and not only our sins but the sins
of all the world” (1 John 2:1-2, NLT).
3.

God’s requirements. “That ye sin not” (1 John 2:1).

4.

God’s __________. “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our self” (1
John 1:2). “If we say we have not sinned we are calling God a liar” (1 John
1:10, NLT).

5.

God’s __________. “If we are living in the light…the blood of Jesus, His
Son, cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:8, NLT).

6.

What must we do? “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive…and cleanse” (1 John 1:9, NLT).
a. Jesus has two qualities: (1) __________ and, (2) __________.
b. We get two results: (1) __________ and, (2) __________.

D. JESUS IS OUR INTERCESSOR
“But because Jesus lives forever, his priesthood lasts forever. Therefore
he is able, once and forever, to save those who come to God through him.
He lives forever to intercede with God on their behalf” (Heb. 7:24-25,
NLT).
1.

Jesus receives our prayers and __________ them to the Father.

2.

Jesus __________ when we don’t pray, we don’t know that we need
prayers, and when we can’t pray.

3.

Jesus is high priest who pleads __________ in our behalf.

4.

We can __________ because:
a. He promised it in the Lord’s Prayer, “Our Father” (Matt. 6:10).
b. He indwells us, “Christ lives in me” (Gal. 2:20).
c. I am in Jesus, “You in me” (John 14:20).
d. He ever lives to make intercession (Heb. 7:25).

PART FOUR
PRAYING WITH JESUS
POWERPOINT GUIDE
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PART FIVE
My Name is Holy Spirit
Additional Resources

PowerPoint slides:
To purchase and download the Powerpoint Slides go to
https://www.norimediagroup.com/pages/elmer-towns

Video:
To purchase available video by Dr Towns go to
https://www.norimediagroup.com/pages/elmer-towns

add-on content
To purchase additional products in this series go to
https://www.norimediagroup.com/pages/elmer-towns

Related Books
Available at https://www.norimediagroup.com/pages/elmer-towns

